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ADVERTISEMENT. 


TH  E  author  of  the  following  fmall  Treatife  has 
made  it  his  bufinefs  to  examine  all  that  has  been 
■written  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  from  the  days  of 
Aftruc  to  the  prefent  time ;  to  all  that  he  has  thus  fe- 
lecled,  he  has  added  his  own  PraBical  Obfetvations,  and 
hopes,  that  by  ihofe  who  are  bed  acquainted  with  the 
following  Treatife  will  not  be  deemed  fuperfluous. 

Should  any  reader  be  (larded  at  certain  modes  of 
practice  here  recommended,  he  begs  the  favour,  before 
they  venture  to  condemn,  that  they  will  take  the  trou¬ 
ble  to  give  them  a  fair  trial;  and  if  they  then  difcover 
them  to  be  erroneous,  that  they  will  give  a  candid  ac¬ 
count  of  their  experience  to  the  world  as  he  has  done, 
without  laying  any  ftrefs  upon  theories  unfupported  by 
faBs,  or  plaufible  conjeBures  which  have  not  been  con¬ 
firmed  by  repeated  experimental  obfervations.  Who¬ 
ever  makes  any  difcovery  that  can  tend  to  alleviate  in 
any  degree  the  diftreffes  of  mankind,  is  called  upon 
by  the  duties  he  owes  to  fociety  to  make  thefe  difco- 
veries  as  generally  known  as  pofiibSe.  This  has  been 
the  author’s  way  of  thinking  at  all  times,  and  that  which 
has  direBed  his  conduB  on  the  prefent  occafion. 

He  has  omitted  in  the  former  edition  to  mention, 
among  the  different  methods  of  curing  the  lues,  Mr 
Clare's  manner  of  rubbing  one  or  two  grains  of  ca¬ 
lomel,  with  faliva,  every  morning  and  evening,  on  the 
bps  or  outfide  of  the  gums,  The  objeBions  he  had 
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againfi:  this  method  fubfift  (till,  and  are  acknowledged 
by  the  author  himfelf,  viz.  a  very  fpeedy  forenefs  of 
the  mouth  and  falivation.  Thefe  fymptorns  he  found 
always  rather  contrary  to  a  happy  and  radical  cure. 
This  application  to  the  mouth,  or  glans  penis,  or  labia, 
however,  may  be  ufeful  to  perfons  who,  from  a  peculiar 
irritability,  cannot  ufe  mercury  in  any  other  way. 

Another  obfervation  is  about  the  ufe  of  opium 
againft  venereal  ulcers.  This  remedy  has  been  lately 
highly  extolled,  but  upon  diligent  and  careful  inquiry, 
he  has  not  found  one  patient,  with  venereal  ulcers, 
cured  by  it,  who  bad  not  previoufly  made  ufe  of  mer¬ 
cury,  or  who  was  not  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  this 
latter  to  complete  the  cure  afterwards.  Opium,  how¬ 
ever,  feems  to  be  a  valuable  medicine  for  allaying  the 
pain,  and  favouring  the  healing  of  ulcers  of  various 
kinds. 

An  error  mud  likewifehere  be  taken  notice  of,  the 
word  clap  is  not,  as  mentioned,  derived  from  doping* 
but  from  the  obfolete  French  word  dopier ,  lignifying  a 
lodging  or  ihop  of  a  fmgle  common  wToman. 
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Ad  recte  medcndum  omnino  opus  eft,,  ut  remedia,  non  folum  generi, 
fed  lpecici  cuique,  et  ftepe  etiam  varietatibus  quibufdam,  apprimd 
fint  accommodata. 

Cullen,  Synop.  LI  of.  Method* 


CHAP.  I 

Qbfervations  on  the  Venereal  Infection,  and  the  dif¬ 
ferent  appearances  of  Syphilitic  Complaint*  in 
general . 

,  i  t  *  /  * 

WE  Fay  that  a  perfon  5s  poxed,  injured,  of 
infetied  with  the  venereal  difeafe,  pox  or 
bad  diffemper*,  when  the  venereal  poi- 
fon  has  been  received  into  the  fyftem,  and  there 
produces  its  peculiar  effects.  Theife  effects  or 
lymptoms  are  ulcers  of  the  mouth,  fauces,  and 
{kin,  cutaneous  eruptions,  tetters,  pains  and  fwell* 
ing  of  the  bones,  &e.  But  as  long  as  the  effects 
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*  In  latin  this  difeafe  is  called,  lues  venerea,  morbus  gallic  us,  or  Ay- 
philis .  Whether  the  name  Syphilis  is  derived  from  porcuu  and 

(piXiot.,  amor,  as  if  you  would  fay,  amor  porcwus;  or  vv  bether  it  ewes 
iti,  origin  to  fome  other  derivation,  is  uncertain.'  In  french  it  is 
called  La  maladie  vcncrienne ,  La  vtroit,  or  Grande  verele  ;  in  Geimafi? 
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of  the  poifon  are  confined  to  the  genitals,  the  dis¬ 
order  is  not  called  a  Syphilis,  lues  venerea,  or  pox  ; 
but  diftinguifhed  by  fome  particular  name,  accord¬ 
ing  to  its  different  appearances ;  Such  as  gonor¬ 
rhoea.  fhancre,  bubo,  & c. 

Concerning  the  nature  of  the  venereal  poifon, 
we  know  no  more  than  we  do  about  that  of  the 
fmal!  pox,  or  any  other  contagion  ;  we  know  only 
that  it  produces  fuch  and  fuch  effefts,  which  yield 
to  a  particular  mode  of  treatment.  Like  other 
contagions,  it  requires  fome  time  after  being  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  human  body,  before  it  produces  that 
jermentation  (if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expreffion) 
which  brings  on  the  diforder.  It  is  not  known 
whether  the  poifon  has  different  degrees  of  acri¬ 
mony  and  volatility,  or  whether  it  is  always  the 
fame  in  its  nature,  varying  only  with  regard  to  the 
,  particular  part  to  which  it.  is  applied,  or  according 
to  the  different  habit  and  conftitution,  or  particu¬ 
lar  idio/yncrafv ,  of  the  perfon  who  receives  the  in- 
feflion.  We  know  that  mercury  poffeffes  a  cer¬ 
tain  and  fpecific  power  of  deftroying  the  venereal 
virus :  but  we  are  quite  uncertain,  whether  it 
a£ts  by  its  fedative,  aifringent,  or  evacuant  qua¬ 
lity  ;  or  if  not  rather  by  a  chemical  elective  at- 
tra£lion,  whereby  both  fubftances  uniting  with  one 
another,  are  changed  into  a  third,  which  is  no 
more  hurtful,  but  has  fome  new  properties,  entire¬ 
ly  diftinft  from  thofe  of  the  two  former. 

The  variolous  contagion,  we  know,  produces 
its  effects  in  about  twenty  or  twenty-four  days* 
after  the  infeflion  is  received  from  the  atmofphere, 
and  eight  or  ten  days  if  by  inoculation.  But  with 
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regard  to  the  venereal  virus,  we  are  lefs  acquainted 
with:  the  period.  At  feme  times,  and  perhaps 
in  particular  perfons,  it  requires  a  longer  time  to 
produce  its  effects,  than  at  other  times*  or  in  other 
perfons.  I  have  feen  fhancres  arife  in  the  fpace 
of  twelve  hours,  nay  in  a  {till  fhorter  time,  indeed 
I  might  fay  in  a  few  minutes,  after  impure  coition  ; 
whereas  in  others  they  make  their  appeatanee  only 
in  as  many  days.  The  generality  of  men  feel  the 
firft  fymptoms  of  a  gonorrhoea  on  the  fecoiid,  third* 
or  fifth  day  after  an  impure  coitUs;  but  there  are 
cafes  where  they  are  not  observed  till  after  as 
many  weeks  or  months.  About  ten  years  ago,  I 
was  confuhed  by  a  perfon  in  whom  a  violent  did 
charge  from  the  glans,  along  with  a  phymofis* 
but  without  any  fhancres,  took  place  four  weeks 
after  infetiion ;  though,  during  all  that  interval, 
he  felt  not  the  lead  fymptom  ol  the  difeafe.  Some 
years  ago  a  young  man  went  out  in  fee  mi  ugly 
perfeft  health  to  the  Eafl  Indies  ;  but  on  his  arri¬ 
val  in  that  hot  climate,  after  a  voyage  of  four 
months,  a  violent  gonorrhoea  broke  out  before  he 
went  on  fhore,  though  he  could  have  received  no 
infection  during  the  voyage,  as  there  was  not  a 
woman  on  board. 

How  long  the  venereal  poifon  tnay  lurk  in  the 
body  itfelf,  after  it  has  been  abforbed  into  the  mafs  * 
of  blood,  before  ii  produces  any  ienfibie  e0e£t$,  is 
a  matter  of  equal  uncertainty.  There  is  fcare  a 
pratlitioner  who  has  not  obferved  inftances  of  its 
remaining  harmlefs  for  weeks,  or  even  months,  in 
the  body.  I  have  had  accefs  to  obferve  a  cafe, 
where,  after  lying  dormant  ior  haif  a  year,  it 
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broke  out  with  unequivocal  fymptoms.  But 
the  following  infiance  is  fiill  more  extraordi¬ 
nary.  Some  years  ago  I  was  confulted  by  a  gen¬ 
tleman  about  a  fore  throat,  which  I  declared  to  be 
venereal.  My  patient  was  aftoniihed,  and  affure$ 
me,  that  for  nine  years  pah  he  had  not  had  the 
lead  venereal  complaint,  nor  had  any  reafon  to 
believe  he  had  fince  received  any  infeftion.  But 
at  that  time  he  had  been  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  where 
he  laboured  under  a  virulent  gonorrhsea.  On  his 
return  to  Europe,  being  to  appearance  in  perfeft 
health,  he  married,  and  continued  perfectly  free 
of  any  fuch  complaint  ever  fince.  By  a  mercurial 
courfe,  however,  the  complaint  for  which  he  ap¬ 
plied  to  me  was  completely  removed. 

In  Tome  perfons  the  venereal  poifon  more  parti¬ 
cularly  attacks  the  throat,  where  it  produces  ul¬ 
cerations  ;  while  in  others  it  exerts  its  virulence 
on  the  fkin  or  bones.  Whilft  the  greateft  part  of 
mankind  are  thus  eafily  affeCted  by  this  poifon, 
there  are  fome  few  who  feem  to  be  altogether  un- 
fufreptible  of  the  contagion,  and  run  every  rifk 
without  fuffering  in  the  fmalleft  degree ;  juft  as 
fome  cannot  be  infe£ted  with  the  variolous  con¬ 
tagion,  though  they  go  into  infe6ted  places,  anc! 
expofe  themfelves  to  every  hazard  by  which  the 
difeafe  is  generally  communicated.  Some  are  more 
liable  to  be  infected  than  others  feemingly  of  the 
fame  habit ;  and  thofe  who  have  been  once  infefled 
feem  to  be  more  liable  to  catch  the  contagion  a 
fecond  time,  than  thofe  who  never  were  infected 
before  with  the  difeafe.  The  fame  difference  is 
obfervable  in  the  progrefs  made  by  the  difeafe  after 
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the  patient  is  infecled.  In  feme  the  progrefs  is 
flow,  and  the  difeafe  appears  fcarce  to  gain  any 
ground  ;  while  in  others  it  advances  with  the  ut- 
niolt  rapidity,  and  foon  produces  the  molt  terrible 
fymptoms. 

At  what  time  this  dreadful  malady,  the  very 
idea  of  which  poifons  the  fource  of  hap  pine fs ,  was 
firft  known  among  mankind,  is  a  matter  1  cannot  ' 
pretend  to  decide.  Even  the  time  of  its  firfl  ap¬ 
pearance  in  Europe,  and  whence  it  was  imported 
thither,  is  uncertain.  Thus  much  we  may  ven¬ 
ture  to  affirm,  that  we  have  no  authentic  proofs 
of  its  having  exilled  among  the  ancient  Greeks 
and  Romans  ;  though  thefe  undoubtedly  were  as 
licentious  as  their  poflerity,  whether  barbarous  or 
refined.  Some  diforders  arc  mentioned  by  an¬ 
cient  writers  which  feem  to  intimate  the  exillence 
of  the  venereal  difiemper,  in  forne  fhape  or  other, 
from  the  earliefi  antiquity.  Such  are  the  difeharge 
mentioned  in  the  book  of  Leviticus,  the  difeafe  of 
Job,  and  that  related  in  the  Pfalrns  of  David; 
fome  complaints  of  the  genital  parts  related  by 
Paulus  Aeginda ,  by  Aetuis ,  &c.  The  corroding 
ulcers  of  the  prepuce  and  glans,  the  df charge  of 
thin  famous  matter  from  the  penis ,  the  mortification 
and  cancer  of  the  penis ,  the  phagedoenic  ulcer  of  the 
fame,  the  warts  of  the  prepuce  and  glands,  condy - 
lomata  ad  anum,  the  j welled  ttjhcles  arifing  with¬ 
out  external  contufion,  all  mentioned  by  Celfus , 
L  vi.  cap .  xviii.  De  obfccenarum  partium  vitiis9 
and  deferibed  as  obflinate  difeafes,  and  hardly  cu¬ 
rable  without  the  hot  iron.  Rut  whether  thefe 
have  been  modifications  of  our  more  modern  fy- 
philitic  complaints,  or  diforders  of  a  quite  different 
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nature,  is  what  I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  deter¬ 
mine. 

That  venereal  complaints,  however,  did  really 
ex  ill  in  Europe  before  the  return  of  Columbus 
from  his  fid]  voyage  to  the  Caribbee  iilands  in 
3493,  is  not  only  probable,  for  the  reafons  alleged 
by  Dr  Sanchez,  in  his  Differ tation  fur  Corigine  de 
la  maladie  venerwme,  and  in  his  Examm  hifto - 
rujue  {air  l* apparition  de  la  maladie  venenenne  en 
Europe;  but  confirmed  to  me,  though  contrary  to 
the  opinion  of  Dr  Aftruc,  by  the  4th  law  giveq 
in  the  manufeript  ftatutes,  De  di/ciplina  Lupanans 
publici  Avemonerifis  (Avignon;,  made  in  the  year 
1347,  by  Queen  Joanna  I.  After  other  regula¬ 
tions,  the  law  proceeds  thus:  “  Jubet  Regina 
*6  Sahbato  quilibet  a  Rayliva  una  cum  chirurgo  a 
confulibus  propofito,  mulieres  meritorias  fingu~ 
las  luftrari;  quotcunque  in  lupanari  proltant. 
f**  Et  fi  qua  fcortatione  aecrritudinem  ullam  con- 
€6  traxprit,  a  ceteris  feponi  ut  feorfim  habitet,  ne 
**  fui  copiam  facere  poifit ;  ut  morbi  prsecaveantur 
€<  quia  juvenihus  poifent  concipi.”  Which  may  be 
thus  tranilated  ;  “  The  Oueen  further  orders,  that 
every  one  of  the  women  kept  in  that  bawdy-houfe 
e(  fhould  be  vifited  every  Saturday  by  the  mother 
ee  abbefs, 'together  with  a  furgeon  appointed  by  the 
*£  magifirates  for  this  purpofe  ;  'ancl  if  there  be  any 
*4  who  have  cant  railed  fom.e  difeafe  by  fcortdtion 9 
€i  the  fame  (houkl  be  fe  pa  rated  from  the  reft,  and 
*6'  be  fhut  up  in  a  private  room,  fo  that  fhe  may  not 
**'  he  with  any  man,  in  order  to  avoid  by  thefe  means 
cc  the  diforders  which  might  be  communicated  by 
^  fier  to  young  men,”  &ee  AJlnic  De  morb.  vencr* 
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p.  34.  But  all  this  will  be  made  very  foon  dill 
more  probable  from  the  light  thrown  on  the  fub- 
jeft  by  the  learned  and  ingenious  Dr  Hmjler,  from 
old  authentic  manufcripts  difcovered  by  him. 

It  is  a  queftion,  whether  the  venereal  poifon  can 
be  abforbed  into  the  fyflern,  without  a  previous 
affection  of,  the  genitals  or  fome  other  parts  of 
the  furface  of  the  body;  and  indeed  this  is  with 
me  dill  a  matter  of  doubt.  Though  1  have  for 
fifteen  years  examined  all  the  cafes  which  fell  un- 
der  my  infpeftion,  with  a  view  to  determine  this 
quedion,  I  have  not  met  with  one  well -authenti¬ 
cated  faft  which  could  determine  me  to  take  the 
affirmative.  I  have  never  feen  a  (ingie  perfon  af- 
fefted  with  this  difeafe  for  the  firfl  time,  without 
fome  previous  appearance,  either  of  a  running,  or 
a  venereal  ulcer,  in  fome  part  or  other  or  the 
body,  efpecially  of  the  genitals ;  though  indeed  I 
have  met  with  feveral  indances  where  the  patient 
had  imagined  himfelf  radically  cured  of  fuch  com¬ 
plaints  long  before.  In  fome  cafes,  I  have,  on  a 
clofe  examination,  difcovered  very  fmall  venereal 
ulcers,  where  the  patient  himfelf  knew  nothing  of 
them ;  in  others,  where  the  patients  have  aflerted, 
that  they  were  infected  without  any  previous  dif¬ 
eafe  of  the  furface,  they  have,  on  i  drift  inquiry, 
confeded  that  they  had  either  had  fhancres,  or 
ulcers  of  a  doubtful  nature,  on  the  thigh,  fero- 
tum,  &c.  or  even  the  pox  itfelf,  one,  two,  or  more 
years  before,  though  they  had  long  imagined  them- 
felves  perfeftly  and  radically  cured.  I  have  in¬ 
deed  been  told  by  fome  eminent  phyficians,  that 
buboes  fometimes  arife  without  any  previous  run- 
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ping  or  ulceration ;  but  as  no  fuch  cafe  ever  fell 
under  my  infpeclion,  I  mull  Hill  remain  in  uncer- 
tainty. 

It  has  been  afferted,  even  by  fome  late  writers, 
that  this  dileafe  may  be  caught  by  lying  in  the 
fame  bed  with  or  after  an  in  reeled  perfon.  But 
tins,  from  the  mod  accurate  obfervations  and  ex° 
periments  1  have  made  upon  the  fubject,  1  have 
never  been  able  to  confirm.  Nor  do  we  ever  fee 
ru rfes  infected  in  the  Lock  Hofpital,  where  they 
live  night  and  day  with  patients  in  all  ftages  of  the 
d filem per.  The  fa£l  feems  to  he,  that  patients  are 
apt  to  impofe  upon  themfelves,  or  upon  phyficians 
and  furgeons,  with  regard  to  this  matter;  and  the 
above  opinion  eafily  gains  ground  among  the  vul¬ 
gar,  efpecia'ly  in  countries  where  fuperflition  is 
more  prevalent,  or  where  they  are  more  influenced 
by  their  lervile  fituation  in  life,  or  other  circum- 
fiances.  Hence  we  fomerimes  hear  the  mod  ridi¬ 
culous  accounts  given  in  thofe  countries,  by  friars 
and  common  foldrers  of  the  manner  in  which  they 
were  infecled  with  this  difeafe. 

Another  quell  ion,  which  I  am  equally  unable 
to  .decide,  is,  Whether  the  venereal  poifon  ever 
infefcts  any  fluid  of  our  body  befides  the  mu¬ 
cus  and  lymphatic  fyflem.  Hence  I  am  in  doubt, 
whether  the  venereal  poifon  in  an  infecled  woman 
ever  affeCls  the  milk,  and  confequently  whether 
the  infection  can  thus  be  conveyed  to  the  infant 
by  the  milk  alone,  without  any  venereal  ulcers 
on  or  about  the  nipples.  It  is  equally  a  matter 
of  uncertainty  to  me,  whether  the  venereal  difeafe  is 
ever  convex  ed  from  an  mfetled  father  or  mother, 
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bv  coition,  to  the  foetus,  provided  their  genitals 
are  (bund  ;  or,  whether  a  child  is  ever  infected  in 
the  uterus  of  a  deeeafed  mother.  Such  infebled 
infants  as  came  under  my  obfervation,  and  that 
of  mv  friends,  whole  pra£lice  affords  them  fre¬ 
quent  opportunities  of  feeing  new-born  infants, 
feemed  rather  to  militate  againft  the  opinion. 
Neither  1  mvfeif,  nor  any  of  them,  have  been 
able  to  obferve  ulcers  of  a  venereal  kind  upon 
nesv  born  children  ;  arid  fuch  as  make  their  ap¬ 
pearance  four,  fix,  eight,  or  more  days  after¬ 
wards,  on  the  genitals,  anus,  lips,  mouth,  8u\ 
or  the  difcharge  like  a  gonorrhoea,  which  fome- 
tunes  takes  place,  may  probably  be  fuppofed  to 
arife  by  infection,  during  the  palfage,  from  ulcers 
in  the  vagma  of  the  mother,  the  fkin  of  the  in¬ 
fant  being  then  nearly  as  tender  as  thofe  parts 
which  are  not  covered  with  the  cuticle  in  adults; 
and  this  is  perhaps  the  only  time  when  an  abforp- 
tmn  of  the  venereal  poifon  might  take  place  with¬ 
out  a  previous  excoriation  or  ulcer  of  the  fkin. 

All  the  ways,  therefore,  by  which  the  venereal 
poifon  may  be  communicated  from  an  unhealthy 
to  an  healthy  perfon,  may  be  reduced  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  heads. 

i  The  mofi  frequent  method  is,  by  the  coition 
of  an  healthy  perfon  with  another  who  is  infe£led0 
either  with  a  venereal  gonorrhoea,  or  venereal  ul¬ 
cers  of  the  genitals. 

2.  By  the  coirion  of  an  healthy  perfon  with 
another  apparently  healthy,  in  whole  genitals  the 
poifon  lies  concealed,  without  having  yet  produced 
any  bad  fymptoips*  Thus,  a  woman  who  h a§ 
I  perhaps. 
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perhaps  received  an  infection  from  a  man  two  or 
three  days  before,  may,  during  that  time,  infect, 
and  often  does  infeft,  another  man,  without  hav- 
ing  any  fymptom  of  the  dileafe  vifible  upon  her- 
felf;  and,  vice  verfa ,  a  man  may  mfcct  a  woman 
in  the  fame  manner . 

By  lucking.  In  this  cafe,  the  nipples  of  the 
wet  nurfe  may  be  infected  by  venereal  ulcers  in 
the  mouth  of  the  child  :  or,  vice  v^rfa,  the  nip¬ 
ples  of  the  nurfe  being  infected,  will  occafion  ve¬ 
nereal  ulcers  in  the  child’s  nofe,  mouth,  or  lips. 

4.  By  expoling  to  the  contact  of  the  venereal 
poifon  any  part  of  the  body  either  covered  with 
the  cuticle  or  not,  by  killing,  touching,  &c.  efpe- 
eially  if  the  parts  fo  expofed  have  been  previoufly 
excoriated,  wounded,  or  ulcerated,  by  any  caufe 
whatever.  In  this  manner,  we  frequently  fee  ve¬ 
nereal  ulcers  arife  in  the  fcrotum  and  thighs ;  and 
there  are  feme  well-attefled  inftances  where  the 
infeftion  took  place  in  the  hands  of  midwives  or 
furgeons.  I  have  Jikewife  feen  venereal  ulcers 
produced  in  the  noftrils,  eye- lids,  and  lips,  of 
perfons  who  had  touched  the  genitals  either  of 
themfelves  or  others  affeCted  with  the  gonorrhoea 
or  venereal  ulcers,  and  then  rubbed  their  noftrils, 
&c.  with  their  fingers,  without  previoufly  waffl¬ 
ing  their  hands. 

5.  By  wounding  any  part  of  the  body  with  a 
lancet  or  knife  infeCied  with  the  venereal  virus. 
In  this  there  is  a  fimilarity  between  the  venereal 
poifon  and  that  of  the  frnall-pox.  We  have  feve¬ 
rs!  examples  of  the  latter  being  produced  by  bleed¬ 
ing  with  a  lancer,  which  had  been  previoufly  em- 
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ployed  for  the  purpofe  of  inoculation,  or  of  open¬ 
ing  variolous  pultles,  without  being  properly- 
cleaned  afterwards;  and  Van  Swieten  relates  feve- 
ral  inftances  where  the  lues  was  communicated  by 
a  fimilar  carelelfnefs  in  cleaning  the  inltrument 
ufed  in  bleeding  or  fearification.  We  had  laff  year 
a  melancholv  example  here  of  a  young  lady,  who 
having  drawn  a  decayed  tooth,  and  replaced  it 
with  one  taken  immediately  from  a  young  woman 
apparently  in  health,  was  loon  after  affected  with 
an  ulcer  of  the  mouth.  The  fore  manifefted  itfelf 
to  be  of  a  venereal  nature;  but  fuch  was  its  obfti- 
nacy,  that  it  refilled  even  the  molt  powerful  mer¬ 
curial  remedies,  terminating  at  laft  in  a  caries  of 
the  maxilla,  with  a  molt  thocking  erofion  of  the 
mouth  and  face,  by  which  the  unhappy  patient 
was  deftroyed  ;  and  all  this  without  the  fmalleft 
diforder  being  perceived  in  the  woman  from  whom 
the  found  tooth  was  procured. 

No  branch  of  the  medical  art  has,  as  far  as  my 
knowledge  extends,  received  fo  many  valuable 
improvements  from  modern  practice  as  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  different  venereal  complaints;  andl 
I  believe,  that,  amonglt  the  various  difeafes  to 
which  mankind  are  fubjeft,  there  is  none  of  which 
the  cure  is  now  more  ealy  and  certain  than  the  ve¬ 
nereal  dileale,  if  properly  and  judicioufly  treated ; 
but  when  neglected,  or  unlkil fully  treated,  it  is 
often  rendered  obflinate,  and  fometimes  nearly 
incurable:  and  it  is  a  well-known  truth,  that 
many  people  fuffer  more,  and  have  their  confti- 
tution  broken  by  prepofterous  treatment  in  this 
dti'eale,  than  pet  haps  by  the  difeale  itfelf,  if  they 
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had  applied  nothing  at  all.  Yet  there  is  fcarce 
any  difeafe  whatever  in  which  more  people  pre¬ 
tend  to  (kill  than  this  ;  and  among  the  whole  herd 
of  quacks,  there  is  fcarce  one  who  does  not  pre* 
tend  to  fome  fuperior  knovyierige,  or  to  the  pof- 
feflion  of  fome  particular  noRrum,  which  he  lets 
forth  as  an  infallible  remedy  for  this  difbrder  in  all 
its  various  Rages,  Thus,  with  confummate  im^ 
pudence,  he  impofes  on  fuch  patients  as  have  the 
misfortune  to  fall  into  his  hands,  and  who  fooner 
or  later  are  generally  fure  to  fuffer  feverely  for 
their  credulity.  It  is,  however,  certain,  that  to 
be  able  to  cure  this  diRemper  in  all  its  various 
Rages,  requires  not  only  a  great  degree  of  judg¬ 
ment  in  the  choice  and  dofe  of  the  medicines,  but 
likewife  fuch  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  conRi- 
tution  of  the  patient,  as  is  not  to  be  obtained  but 
by  a  long  experience  and  judicious  observation. 
Hence  more  than  common  abilities  are  often  re- 
quifite  perfeflly  and  radically  to  cure  a  confirmed 
lues,  or  venereal  complaints  which  have  been  pre« 
poReroufly  treated.  The  great  number  of  un¬ 
fortunate  viftims  to  ignorance  and  rapacity,  which 
we  daily  obferve,  are  but  lb  many  confirmations 
of  the  truth  of  this  aflertion. 

From  the  moR  authentic  accounts,  it  cannot  be 
doubted  that  venereal  complaints  were  formerly 
much  more  violent,  dreadful,  and  even  not  unfre- 
quently  fatal.  This  is  generally  imputed  to  the 
more  malignant  nature  of  the  poifon  at  that  time; 
and  it  is  imagined  that  afterwards  it  grew  more 
mild.  But  this  opinion  feems  to  me  to  be  def- 
of  any  folid  foundation,  I  have  feen  the 
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difeafe,  and  all  its  different  fhapes,  not  in  ten  or 
twenty,  but  in  hundred*  of  infiances,  as  violent 
and  inveterate  as  ever  defcribed  by  any  author  of 
the  1 6th  or  17th  century.  All  that  can  be  faid  is* 
that  Ve  fee  thofe  dreadful  complaints  now  more 
feldom  in  Europe  in  general.  This,  I  think,  is 
not  owing  to  the  difference  of  climate,  as  fome 
might  imagine;  but  to  the  improvements  made  in 
the  treatment  of  this  difeafe,  and  more  efpecially 
to  the  enlightened  principles  of  humanity  fpread- 
ing  all  over  Europe,  and  happilv  lucceeding  the 
barbarous  fu  peril  it  ion  and  cruelty  of  former  times. 
We  no  longer  abhor  or  expoie  thofe  poor  un¬ 
happy  wretches  on  the  dunghill,  or  let  them  die, 
as  the  Kalmucks  do  their  brethren  and  children 
affefted  with  the  fmall-pox,  without  giving  them 
the  leaf!  afMance:  both  fexes,  being  in  our  times 
lefsexpofed  to  the  prejudice  of  others,  apply  fooner 
for  relief,  and  obtain  it  more  eafily  irom  more 
humane  and  better  inflrucied  perfons  ;  and  I  am 
perfuaded  it  is  owing  principally  to  this,  that  the 
difeafe  is  not  only  lefs  frequent,  but  in  all  its  dif¬ 
ferent  fymptoms  lefs  violent,  in  this  capital,  than 
in  any  other  in  Europe.  People  of  the  lower  clafs 
have  not  only  fo  many  hofpitals  or  difpenfaries, 
where  they  get  advice  and  medicines  from  unpre¬ 
judiced  and  fkilful  perfons,  for  nothing;  but  thofe 
of  the  female  fex,  who  would  be  perhaps  detained 
by  fhame  from  applying  to  fuch  a  place,  eafily  find 
fc  gentleman  who  gives  them  money  to  fupport 
them  during  their  miferable  fituation,  and  as  eafily 
&  medical  man  who  cures  them  without  expecting 
any  remuneration  whaifoever.  I  know  this  is  no¬ 
where 
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where  the  cafe  abroad;  befides.  the  generality  of 
phyficians  and  furgeons,  not  having  the  advantage 
of  fucha  liberal  education,  have  more  confined  no¬ 
tions,  and  often  but  a  very  fupcrficial  knowledge  of 
this  difeafe.  Our  phyficians  and  furgeons  do  not 
think  themfelves  authorifed  to  reproach  their  vene*- 
real  patients  with  their  mifery  in  a  rude  and  inhu¬ 
man  manner,  or  to  let  thofe  poor  creatures  fuffer  as 
jnftruments  of  his  vengeance,  or,  in  order  to  pleafe 
God  Almighty,  think  themfelves  appointed  by 
Heaven  to  punifii  rather  than  relieve  them,  as  I 
have  a  thoufand  times  heard  even  in  great  capitals 
in  different  parts  of  the  continent.  Our  magi- 
ftrat.es  and  police  do  not  force  thefe  wretches  into 
a  prifon,  or  into  an  hofpital,  not  very  different  from 
a  prifon,  but  put  in  their  way  all  poflible  means 
to  procure  relief  for  themfelves.  In  other  coun¬ 
tries,  where  government  purfues  a  different  plan* 
where  patients  have  no  place  of  refort,  where 
they  are  expofed  to  die  of  hunger  during  the  cure* 
or  where  they  are  even  intimidated  from  applying 
in  time,  in  thofe  countries  I  have  frequently  feen 
the  diforder  in  its  mofl  horrid  ftages,  and  fuch  as 
are  almoft  unknown  in  this  country.  In  fliort* 
let  a  perfon  make  the  tour  of  Europe,  and  only 
take  notice  of  the  venereal  patients,  as  well  thole 
who  are  confined  in  hofpitals,  as  thofe  who  live  or 
die  unnoticed,  under  the  mofl  horrid  fymptoms  of 
this  difeafe,  in  their  private  abodes  ;  and  he  will  be 
able  to  form  as  folid  a  judgment  of  the  compara¬ 
tive  ptogrefs  of  enlightened  principles  of  govern¬ 
ments  in  different  countries,  from  thefe  obferva- 
lions,  as  from  any  other  enquiry  whatfoeyero  He 
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'will  be  aftonifhed  to  find  at  this  day  fiich  a  differ¬ 
ence  between  the  feveral  governments  with  regard 
to  barbarity  and  humanity,  as  I  found  with  refpeft 
to  fcience,  not  many  years  ago,  between  two  mo¬ 
dern  univerfities ;  I  mean  Goettingen  and  Louvain . 
In  the  former,  every  inftitut  ion  is  calculated  to  in* 
culcate  upon  the  minds  of  young  men  every  kind 
of  ufeful  knowledge,  and  the  mod  liberal  princi¬ 
ples  of  philanthropy  ;  whereas,  in  the  latter,  every 
thing  feems  to  confpire  to  keep  tht  youth  in  fu- 
perftition  and  ignorance,  and  to  engrave  in  their 
nearts  all  the  principles  of  intolerance,  and  hatred 
of  true  learning  of  every  kind,  for  which  we  now 
fojuftly  blame  our  forefathers. 

I  have  at  leaft  hitherto  found  the  frequency  and 
the  violence  of  venereal  complaints  in  different 
countries,  to  be  exaftly  in  proportion  to  the  de* 
gree  in  which  learning  is  encouraged  by  govern- 
xnent,  and  liberal  piinciples  diffeminated  among 
the  people.  From  thefe  obfervations,  I  am  con* 
vinced,  that  if  a  judicious  plan,  with  proper  regu* 
Jations  and  precautions,  was  adopted  by  any  go* 
vernment,  in  whatever  climate,  all  the  violent 
fymptoms  of  the  venereal  difeafe  would  not  only 
be  rendered  uncommon,  but  the  difeafe  itfelf 
might  he.  if  not  entirely  eradicated,  at  leaft  greatly 
diminifhed  in  its  frequency ;  but  fuch  a  plan* 
though  eafily  conceived  and  executed,  feems  not 
yet  adapted  to  the  tafte  of  the  prefent  age,  but 
perhaps  rather  calculated  for  our  humane  and 
more  enlightened  pofterity0 
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CHAP.  II. 
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On  Claps  (B  lennorrhagia.) 

THE  Clap  ( B lennorrhagia)  or  as  it  is  com-* * 
monly  called  the  virulent  Gonorrhoea* ,  is  a 
local  inflammation,  attended  with  the  difcharge  of 
a  pun  form  matter  from  the  urethra  in  men,  and 
from  the  vagina  in  women ;  accompanied  with  a 
frequent  dehre  of  making  water,  which  occalions 
a  fcalding,  or  pricking  and  burning  pain,  during 
the  time  of  its  paffage  ;  and  ari.fi ng  from  any 
ftimulus  applied  to  thofe  parts,  provided  it  be  fuf- 
ficiently  firong.  Sometimes,  by  the  violence  of 
the  irritation,  the  fecretion  of  mucus  feems  to  be 

totally 
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*  The  name  Gonorrhoea  is  derived  from  the  Greek  yovr],  gcnitum, 

femen ,  and  pSOO,  fluo „  i.  e.  fluxus  feminis ;  which  is  a  very  improper 
name  for  the  dilorder  in  queftion,  becaufe  it  conveys  an  erroneous! 
idea.  The  name  Gonorrhoea  implies  a  difcharge  of  femen,  which 
never  takes  place  in  this  dilorder.  If  a  Greek  name  is  to  be  retained, 

I  would  call  it  Blennorrhagia,  from  /3A mucus,  and  fluo, 

i.  c,  Muciflu.xui  (aftivus)  ;  and  thus  diftinguilh  it  both  from  real  go* 
norrhosas ,  and  from  gleets ,  to  which  latter  I  would  give  the  name 
Blcnorrba’a ,  Mucfluxus  (tfaflivus),  i.  e .  without  phlogiftic  fymptoms. 
In  Englifh,  the  difeafe  is  commonly  called  a  Clap ,  from  the  old 
French  word  clapier ,  a  lingle  lodging  of  a  common  woman  ;  in  Ger» 
man,  a  Tripper,  from  dripping  ;  and  in  French,  a  Chaude-pijfc,  from 
the  heat  and  fcalding  in  making  water  :  names  derived  from  the 
principal  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe.  See  the  Bofological  Table  of  this 
difeafe  at  the  end  of  the  following  chapter* 
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totally  fufpended,  or  at  Ieaft  confiderably  dimi- 
niflied,  fo  that  no  difcharge,  or  only  a  very  fmall 
one,  takes  place,  tho’  the  other  fymptoms  rage  with 
the  utmoft  violence.  In  this  cafe,  the  difeafe  has 
obtained  the  very  improper  name  of  gonorrhcea, 
ficca ,  as  if  we  were  to  fay ,jluxus feminis fine Jluxu . 
Another  fymptom  is  a  violent  pain  during  erec¬ 
tion,  from  the  tenfion  of  the  fraenum,  which  has 
obtained  the  peculiar  name  of  Chordel ;  but  as 
thefe  diftin&ions  denote  only  the  violence  of  fome 
particular  fymptom,  there  is  no  occafion  for  re¬ 
taining  them. 

This  difiemper,  we  may  obferve,  1.  Is  a  local- 
inflammation;  and  therefore,  like  all  others  of 
the  fame  kind,  does  but  feldom  alfeft  the  whole 
fyflem.  2.  The  difcharge,  though  the  matter  has 
a  purulent  appearance,  is  not  a  real  pus ,  much 
\efe  femen,  as  fome  patients  fancy.  The  matter 
difcharged  is  nothing  elfe  but  merely  the  mucus 
of  the  urethra  or  vagina  fecreted  in  a  larger  quan¬ 
tity  than  ufual,  and  changed  in  its  colour  and  con¬ 
fidence  by  the  ftimulus  applied  to  the  parts ;  like 
the  mucous  difcharge  from  the  nofe  or  lungs  in 
a  coryza,  or  cough  from  cold,  where  the  mucus 
affumes  nearly  the  fame  purulent  appearance.  It 
is  an  erroneous  notion,  that  this  difcharge  arifes 
always  from  an  ulcer  in  the  urethra.  In  ninety- 
nine  out  of  an  hundred  gonorrhoeas,  perhaps, 
there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  an  ulcer ;  but  the  difeafe 
is  merely  a  fuperficial  inflammation  of  the  internal 
membrane  of  the  urethra,  like  that  above  men¬ 
tioned  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  nofe  or 
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lungs  from  cold*.  For  in  this  lafl  cafe,  though 
the  difeharge  has  much  the  appearance  of  purulent 
matter,  we  know  that  it  never  proceeds  from  an 
ulcer  in  the  nofe  or  lungs.  Thus  we  may  eafily 
account  for  the  quantity  of  the  matter  difeharged ; 
and  have  no  reafon  to  be  furprifed,  that  fo  large 
an  excretion  as  is  frequently  obferved  in  violent 
gonorrhoeas,  fhould  fo  little  affefl  the  conflitution : 
while  if  an  equal  quantity  of  femen,  or  real  pus, 
was  difeharged,  we  fhould  find  the  conflitution 
and  ftrength  of  our  patients  materially  injured; 
which  is,  however,  but  feldom  the  cafe,  even  in 
the  moil  virulent  gonorrhoeas.  3.  I  have  faid, 
that  the  difeharge  may  proceed  from  any  ftimulus 

of 


*  This  has  been  hitherto  rather  fuppofed,  than  proved  by  any 
direbl  fabt.  Anatomies  examining  the  urethra  of  men  who  had  la¬ 
boured  during  their  lifetime  repeatedly  under  gonorrhoeas,  found, 
after  death,  no  cicatrix  in  the  urethra ;  and  thence  the  conclufiom 
was  drawn,  that  gonorrhoeas  were  generally  not  accompanied  with 
an  ulceration.  This,  however,  would,  in  my  opinion,  prove  little 
or  nothing  ;  as  we  fee  daily,  that  lliancres  on  the  prepuce  or  glans, 
though  fometimes  pretty  deep,  go  off,  and  are  a  fliort  time  after  fo 
obliterated,  that  not  the  leaft  mark  of  a  former  ulcer  or  cicatrifatiom 
is  to  be  feen.  To  conclude  thence,  that  there  has  never  been  any 
ulcer,  beeaufe  in  fuch  a  cadaver  we  find  no  cicatrifation  on  the 
prepuce  or  glans,  would  in  this  cafe  be  evidently  wrong.  But  what 
anatomifts  have  hitherto  only  fuppofed,  is  now  made  evident  by  my 
friend  Dr  &<?//,  Profefior  of  the  Practice  of  Phyfic  at  Vienna.  He 
had  two  years  ago  the  inftrubtive  opportunity  of  differing  a  man  who 
died  in  nis  hofpital,  while  labouring  under  a  virulent  gonorrhoea. 
On  opening  the  urethra  carefully,  he  found  its  internal  furfacc  pre- 
tematurally  red  ;  two  of  the  lymphatics  preternaturally  white  and 
enlarged  ;  and  the  puriform  matter  oozing  out  from  the  internal 
membrane,  efpecially  at  the  lacuna,  where  the  feat  of  the  diforder 
was,  without  the  leaf!  appearance  of  an  ulceration  or  excoriation. 
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of  fufficient  power  applied  to  the  parts.  To  dif- 
ctifs  this  latter  fubjeft  more  fully,  I  fhall  confider 
it  under  the  three  following  heads. 

I.  I  am  of  opinion,  that  virulent  gonorrhoeas, 
u  arifing  from  an  external  caufe,  are  aftually  ex- 
cited  by  the  ftimulus  applied  to  the  cavity  of  the 
“  urethra  itfelr  and  that  confequently,  in  coi¬ 
tion,  the  virulent  kuicus  of  the  vagina  is  driven, 
or,  if  I  might  fo  fay,  forced  into  the  urethra,  and 
not,  as  fome  writers  have  imagined,  abforbed  by 
the  lymphatics  of  the  glans  penis,  and  thence  de~ 
pofited  at  the  lacuna  under  the  fraenum. — If  fuch 
an  abforption  a&ually  took  place,  we  (hould  every 
day  obferve  virulent  runnings  feated  low  down  in 
the  urethra,  as  well  as  under  the  fraenum ;  whereas 
thisisfeldom  or  never  the  cafe.  The  feat  of  thefe 
gonorrhoeas  is  always  originally  in  the  lacuna  un- 
der  the  fraenum;  and  thofe  which  are  found  to 
have  their  feat  at  the  curvatura  penis,  or  lower 
down  in  the  urethra,  are  not  fo  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  difeafe,  or  arife  from  an  internal  caufe » 
What  has  been  faid  of  the  impoffibility  of  fuch  an 
immediate  application  of  the  virus  to  the  infide  of 
the  urethra,  becaufe  its  orifice  is  clofely  fhut  up 
during  erefiion,  and  therefore  admits  not  of  any 
fuch  introduction,  appears  to  me  only  to  be  rea- 
foning  from  an  ill-grounded  theory* ** 

B  2  XL 


*  What  is  faid  here  relates  only  to  thofe  gonorrhoeas  which  arife 
from  a  caufe  externally  applied.  But  though  venereal  gonorrhoeas 
do  generally  arife  from  an  external  caufe,  it  is  highly  probable  to 

me,  that  they  may  fometimes  be  excited  by  the  poifon:  depofited 
from  the  mafs,  as  we  fee  not  unfrequently  with  regard  to  fhaacres. 
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II.  I  fhall  prove,  both  from  well-effablifhed 
principles,  and  from  practical  obfervations,  “  that 

gonorrhoeas  not  only  may,  but  molt  frequently 
€C  do,  arife  from  the  fame  venereal  poifon  which, 

6 f  applied  to  other  parts  of  the  body,  produces 
“  fhancres,  or  other  fymptoms  of  the  lues.” — - 
It  has  of  late  been  averted,  even  by  fome  phy- 
ficians  of  eminence,  that  the  poifon  which  pro¬ 
duces  a  gonorrhoea,  is  different  from  that  which 
produces  the  lues ;  and  feveral  fpecious  arguments 
have  been  brought  in  favour  of  this  paradoxical 
opinion.  This  difpute  concerning  the  nature  of 
gonorrhceas,  leads  me  into  a  difcuflion  the  more 
agreeable,  as  it  is  of  confiderahle  importance  in 
praftice,  and  as  experiments  and  obfervations  will, 
I  think,  enable  me  to  prove  not  only  the  contrary, 
but  perfectly  to  reconcile  the  different  opinions, 
and  thus  fet  the  matter  in  a  clear  light,  and  free 
it  from  that  obfcurity  in  which  it  has  been  hi¬ 
therto  involved.  I  enter  therefore  into  the  difcuf- 
lion  of  this  fubjeft  with  the  confideration  of  the 
different  reafons  alledged  for  that  favourite  doc¬ 
trine. 

Firjty  It  is  faid.  That  the  poifon  which  produces 
the  gonorrhoea  does  never ,  like  that  of  Jhancres,  pro¬ 
duce  any  venereal  fymptoms  in  the  mafs>  or  the  lues 
itfelf  To  this  I  reply,  that  though  a  lues  is 
feldom  produced  by  a  gonorrhoea,  yet  we  are 
by  no  means  to  look  upon  this  as  univerfally 
true.  The  reafon  why  gonorrhoeas  do  not,  like 
fhancres,  eonftantly  produce  the  lues,  is,  that 
mofl  of  them,  if  not  ill  treated,  excite  only  a  fu- 

perficial  inflammation  in  the  internal  membrane 

os 
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of  the  urethra*  without  any  ulceration.  Hence  ab- 
forption  cannot  eafily  take  place*  the  poifon  being 
out  of  the  courfe  of  the  circulation.  But  I  have  feen 
gonorrhoeas,  through  injudicious  treatment,  or 
where  the  difeafe  had  been  originally  accompanied 
with  an  ulcer  of  the  urethra,  followed  by  the  moil 
unequivocal  fymptoms  of  the  lues  itfelf.  The 
reafon  why  the  venereal  poifon  indeed,  when  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  urethra,  does  not  fo  frequently  pro¬ 
duce  ulcers  as  when  applied  to  the  glans,  prepuce, 
and  other  external  parts,  is,  that  the  internal  mem¬ 
brane  of  the  urethra  is  defended  by  a  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  mucus,  the  fecretion  of  which  is  moreover 
augmented,  fometimes  to  a  furprifing  degree,  by 
the  prefent  ftimulus.  As  long  as  this  mucus  is 
fecreted  in  fuch  abundance,  the  poifon  is  invelo- 
ped,  the  urethra  defended,  and  thus  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  ulcers  effeftually  prevented  ;  but  if,  either 
from  the  violence  of  the  irritation,  or  from  any 
other  caufe,  this  fecretion  is  diminifhed,  or  if  by 
improper  injections  the  mucus  be  wafhed  away 
while  ibme  of  the  poifon  remains,  I  am  of  opi¬ 
nion,  from  more  than  twenty  inftances  which  oc¬ 
curred  to  me,  that  in  nine  inch  cafes  out  of  ten, 
an  excoriation  or  ulceration  of  the  urethra,  and 
fubfequent  pox,  will  be  as  certainly  the  confe- 
quence,  as  from  venereal  ulcers  in  any  other  part 
of  the  body.  If  there  was  the  fame  quantity  of 
mucus  between  the  prepuce  and  the  glans,  as  there 
is  in  the  cavity  of  the  urethra,  we  fhould  as  fel- 
dom  fee  ulcers  there  as  we  do  in  the  urethra  in 
cafes  of  fimple  gonorrhoea.  We  obferve,  that* 
when  the  poifon  meets  there  with  a  large  quantity 
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of  mucus,  as  is  fometimes  the  cafe,  it  then  pro¬ 
duces  no  ulcers,  but  only  a  great  fecretion  of  puri- 
form  mucus,  which  is  called  a  gonorrhoea  fpuria, 
but  might  with  more  propriety  be  termed  a  Bleu - 
norrhagia  balani ,  i.  e .  an  aftive  difcharge  from  the 

flans  or  corona  glandis.  The  reafon  why  this 
ind  of  running  is  lefs  frequent  than  thofe  from 
the  urethra,  appears  to  me  to  be,  the  fmall  quantity 
of  mucus  which  in  mofl  people  is  fecreted  in  thefc  * 
parts ;  whence  the  virus,  not  being  fufficiently  dilu¬ 
ted,  commonly  produces  thefe  erofions,  or  vene- 
-real  ulcers,  called  fhancres. — This  likewife  receives 
a  confiderable  confirmation  from  the  well-known 
faft,  that  women  very  feldom  have  fhancres  in 
the  vagina,  though  very  frequently  in  the  labia 
pudendi  and  nymphse.  The  mere  want  of  a  fuf- 
ficient  quantity  of  mucus  on  the  latter,  accounts, 
in  my  opinion,  fufficiently  for  this  effeft. 

Secondly ,  They  maintain,  that  the  poifon  of  the 
gonorrhoea  never  produces  faancres,  and  that  thepoi - 
Jon  of ' fhancres  never  produces  a  gonorrhoea. — In  con¬ 
firmation  of  this  aflertion  it  has  been  faid,  that  a 
perfon  who  has  fhancres  will  never  communicate 
any  other  complaint  but  fhancres,  and  that  a  per¬ 
fon  who  has  a  gonorrhoea  cannot  communicate 
any  thing  but  a  gonorrhoea,  I  will  not  deny  that 
this  is  frequently  the  cafe  ;  but  repeated  and  at¬ 
tentive  obfervation  authorifes  me  to  fay,  that,  like 
too  many  other  medical  writers,  they  have  drawn 
a  general  conclufion  from  a  few  obfervations  fa¬ 
vourable  to  their  own  preconceived  opinion.  For 
in  many  cafes  where  I  had  occafion  to  examine 
both  parties,  I  have  been  convinced,  that  fhancres 

were 
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were  communicated  by  a  perfon  affe&ed  with  a 
Ample  virulent  gonorrhoea;  and,  vicever/a>  that 
a  virulent  gonorrhoea  had  been  the  confequence  of 
an  infection  from  a  perfon  having  fimple  {hancres 
only.  But  there  is  a  more  ftriking  proof  than 
this,  which  has  not  been  taken  notice  of,  viz. 
if  a  patient  affli&ed  with  a  venereal  running 
does  not  take  care  to  keep  the  prepuce  and  glans 
perfe6tly  clean,  {hancres  will  very  often  be  pro¬ 
duced,  the  caufe  of  which  may  evidently  be  traced 
to  the  matter  of  the  gonorrhoea.  This  is  one  of 
the  principal  reafons  why  in  cafes  of  gonorrhoea 
we  infill  fo  much  on  the  parts  being  kept  clean ; 
experience  having  taught  us,  that  {hancres  fre¬ 
quently  arife  from  negligence  in  this  particular^ 
even  fometimes  after  the  running  has  confiderably 
abated.  For  the  fame  reafon,  I  conftantly  order 
thefe  patients  to  keep  their  hands  clean ;  having 
feen  repeated  inftances  of  venereal  ulcers  in  the 
nofe  and  eye-lids  being  the  confequence  of  this 
negleft.  But  befides  this,  will  any  man  of  the 
medical  profeffion  doubt,  that  matter  taken  from 
a  lhancre,  and  applied  to  the  urethra,  would  not 
produce  a  gonorrhoea  ?  This  is  an  experiment 
which  I  certainly  ftiould  not  venture  to  try  on  my- 
felf.  I  mull  conclude,  therefore,  that  though  the 
writers  who  have  afligned  this  fecond  reafon  may 
be  right  in  a  few  cafes  which  fell  under  their  own 
obfervation,  they  are  wrong  in  deducing  a  general 
rule  from  a  few  fa£ls ;  as  I  myfelf  fhould  be,  in  con¬ 
cluding  from  feveral  contrary  inftances  which  I 
have  obferved,  that  a  gonorrhoea  always  commu¬ 
nicates  lhancreSj  and  fhancres  always  a  gonorrhoea. 
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• — Some  cafes  of  this  kind  I  have  feen,  as  already 
mentioned,  where,  in  the  fourth  or  fifth  week  of 
an  ill-treated  gonorrhoea,  or  from  a  negleft  of  ex¬ 
ternal  cleanlinefs,  fhancres  have  been  produced  in 
places  that  had  been  perfedily  well  before:  but 
this  furely  would  be  a  very  flender  reafon  for  af- 
ferting,  that  fuch  is  always  the  cafe.  Thefe  fhan¬ 
cres  arifing  from  the  matter  of  a  gonorrhoea,  were* 
to  my  obfervation,  conftantly  as  virulent  and  in- 
feftious  as  original  ones ;  and,  like  thefe,  when 
left  to  themfelves,  produced  the  fame  pernicious 
fymptoms  in  the  body  ;  and  if  a  perfon  who  has 
fuch  ulcers  was  to  believe  that  they  are  not  vene¬ 
real,  nor  capable  of  bringing  on  the  lues,  becaufe 
they  fo  plainly  originated  from  the  matter  of  a  go¬ 
norrhoea,  he  certainly  would  find  himfelf  moft  dif- 
agreeably  miflaken. 

Thirdly,  The  laft,  and,  in  their  opinion,  the 
moft  unanfwerable  reafon  for  believing  that  the 
virus  of  a  gonorrhoea,  and  of  a  confirmed  lues, 
are  materially  different,  is,  as  they  fay,  that  mer¬ 
cury  never  contributes  to,  or  accelerates  the  cure  of  a 
gonorrhoea;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  every  gonor¬ 
rhoea  may  be  certainly  cured  without  mercury ,  and 

without  any  danger  of  leaving  the  lues  behind . - 

To  this  I  reply,  that  it  is  indeed  a  certain  and 
authenticated  fa  ft,  that  a  great  many  gonorrhoeas 
may  be,  and  are,  cured  without  mercury.  I  have 
feen  many  infiances,  where  water,  drunk  for  a 
confderable  time,  has  cured  the  gonorrhoea  fully 
as  well  as  any  medicine  whatever.  Nature  is  very 
of  p/  able  to  effeft  a  cure  in  acute  diftempers,  if 
we  would  allow  her  to  proceed  undiliurbed  in  her 

operations. 
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operations.  Nature,  when  irritated  by  the  poifon, 
will  excite  a  greater  fecretion  of  mucus  than  ufual, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  the  lachrymal  gland  pours 
out  a  larger  quantity  of  water  when  a  grain  of 
fand  falls  into  the  eye.  This  larger  quantity  of 
mucus  anfwers  the  purpofe  of  diluting  the  poifon 
as  effeftually  as  any  medicine  artificially  inje£ied. 
Befides,  the  poifon  is  by  this  means,  not  only  di¬ 
lated,  but  carried  off  in  part  by  the  running;  and 
the  modern  praftice  of  curing  gonorrhoeas,  by  in- 
jefting  fweet  oil,  or  other  mucilaginous  liquors, 
into  the  urethra,  does  nothing  but  aflifi  Nature  in 
this  falutary  work. 

But  though  I  allow  that  gonorrhoeas  may  ge¬ 
nerally  be  cured  without  mercury,  yet  repeated 
experience  has  fhown  me,  that  it  is  not  always 
poffible  to  accomplifti  a  cure  in  fuch  an  agree¬ 
able  manner.  In  thofe  cafes  where  the  gonor¬ 
rhoea  is  of  a  milder  kind,  without  any  ulcer  or 
excoriation  in  the  urethra,  it  may  certainly  and 
radically  be  cured  without  ufing  a  grain  of  mer¬ 
cury  :  and  though  mercury  (hould  be  given  in 
fuch  cafes  internally,  it  cannot  have  the  Ieaftefie£t; 
not  becaufe  the  difeafe  does  not  proceed  from  a 
venereal  poifon,  but  becaufe  it  lies  out  of  the 
reach  of  the  circulation. 

To  what  is  further  alleged,  that  mercury  never 
fhows  any  power  in  accelerating  the  cure  of  a  go¬ 
norrhoea,  I  reply,  That  they  not  only  confound 
the  runnings  which  arife  from  the  venereal  virus, 
with  thofe  which  are  occafioned  by  other  caufes ; 
but  that  they  do  not  make  a  proper  diftinfiion  be¬ 
tween  the  internal  ufe  of  mercury  and  the  topical 

application 
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application  of  it.  I  readily  allow,  that  mercury 
given  internally  cannot  cure  Ample  gonorrhoeas, 
as  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe  lies  out  of  its  reach. 
But  the  fame  confequence  cannot  be  drawn  con¬ 
cerning  its  topical  application.  I  am  indeed  per- 
feflly  convinced,  not  only  that  mucilaginous  in¬ 
jections,  combined  with  mild  mercurial  prepara¬ 
tions,  contribute  to  the  cure,  but  that  they  are  the 
fafelt,  fpeedieft,  and  beft  of  all  methods  for  that 
purpofe :  though  I  do  not  deny,  that  in  Ample  go¬ 
norrhoeas  mercury  applied  in  this  way  does  not 
always  produce  beneficial  effeCis ;  which,  however, 
is  often  owing,  I  think,  to  the  ufe  of  improper 
preparations. 

It  muff  a! fa  be  obferved,  that  in  this  difpute  the 
contending  parties  feem  to  have  entirely  over¬ 
looked  the  diftin&ion  between  the  Ample  venereal 
gonorrhoea,  and  that  combined  with  an  ulceration 
of  the  urethra:  and  of  fuch  importance  is  it  to 
attend  to  this  difiinCtion,  that  daily  experience 
fhows  us,  that  runnings  of  the  latter  kind  are  not 
only  cured  more  fafely  and  expeditioufly  by  the 
ufe  of  mercury,  but  that  they  are  very  often,  if 
not  always,  totally  incurable  without  it ;  and  that 
the  gleets  remaining  after  thefe  gonorrhoeas,  tho* 
they  obAinately  refill  all  other  remedies,  yet  fre¬ 
quently  very  readily  yield  to  the  ufe  of  mercury, 
either  externally  or  internally  applied.  I  can  even 
affirm  with  certainty,  that  a  gleet  of  this  latter 
kind,  of  any  Handing,  can  never  be  radically  cured 
without  it. 

I  now  proceed  to  examine  the  laft  part  of  this  ob¬ 
jection,  viz.  That  a  gonorrhoea  never  leaves  a  lues 

behind. 
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behind.  This  they  have,  no  doubt,  very  frequently 
obferved ;  but  here  they  fall  into  the  fame  miftake 
as  formerly,  by  not  diftinguifhing  fimple  gonor¬ 
rhoeas  from  thofe  accompanied  with  an  ulceration 
of  the  uretha.  Indeed  it  muft  be  allowed,  that 
an  abforption  cannot  eafily  take  place  in  fimple 
gonorrhoeas :  though  I  confefs  it  to  be  yet  a 
matter  of  doubt  with  me,  whether  even  in  this 
cafe  an  abforption  and  confequent  lues  do  not 
fomctimes  happen  ;  at  leaft  we  have  not  a  fufficient 
number  of  obfervations  to  determine  this  point 
with  certainty. 

But  whatever  may  be  the  cafe  in  fimple  gonor¬ 
rhoeas,  it  is  certain,  that  when  the  difeafe  is  ac¬ 
companied  with  an  ulcer  of  the  urethra,  the  parts 
are  then  difpofed  to  an  abforption  of  the  virus.  In 
thefe  circumfiances,  I  never  met  with  a  fingle  pa¬ 
tient  in  whom  this  abforption  did  not  take  place ; 
and,  if  early  recourfe  was  not  had  to  mercury,  the 
lues  moft  certainly  was  the  confequence.  I  have 
alfo  met  with  feveral  inftances,  where,  from  the 
accidental  wounding  of  a  fmall  blood-veflel  in  the 
urethra  by  the  unfkilful  application  of  the  fyringc 
or  catheter,  the  virus  of  a  fimple  gonorrhoea  has 
been  abforbed,  and  produced  unequivocal  venereal 
fymptoms  in  the  fyflem,  which,  notwithftanding 
their  origin,  yielded  very  readily  to  mercury.  We 
may  therefore  affuredly  conclude,  that  there  are 
fome  gonorrhoeas  which  cannot  be  cured  without 
mercury ;  though  there  are  others  which  may  be 
removed,  without  the  ufe  of  that  remedy,  and 
without  any  bad  confequence  enfuing.  An  ac¬ 
count 
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count  of  fome  inftances  which  came  under  my 
obfervation,  will  fet  this  matter  in  a  clearer  light. 

A  young  man  of  about  twenty-three  years  of 
age,  in  perfeft  health,  happened  to  be  infefted 
with  a  limple  gonorrhoea,  without  any  other  ve¬ 
nereal  fymptom.  The  running  had  been  injudi- 
cioufly  flopped  ;  the  confequence  of  which  was 
a  total  fuppreflion  of  urine.  A  furgeon  was  called ; 
and  the  patient  being  unable  to  bear  any  longer  the 
pain  from  the  diflention  of  the  bladder,  recourfe 
was  had  to  the  catheter.  But  on  approaching  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  a  great  refiftance  was  found, 
which  prevented  the  inftrument  from  being  fur¬ 
ther  introduced,  though  every  poflible  method  was 
tried.  After  waiting  a  little  while,  a  fecond  at¬ 
tempt  was  made  but  without  fuccefs.  As  the 
pain  increafed,  and  from  the  accumulation  of 
urine  there  was  great  danger  of  a  rupture  of  the 
bladder,  a  paffage  for  the  catheter  was  at  laft 
forced  with  as  little  violence  as  poflible  ;  which  was 
fucceeded  by  fome  drops  of  blood  from  the  ure¬ 
thra,  and  followed  by  a  large  difcharge  of  urine. 
By  proper  treatment,  the  patient  recovered  in  a  few 
days  from  this  dreadful  fymptom ;  the  gonorrhoea 
came  on  again ;  and,  in  a  fhort  time  after,  he  was 
thoroughly  cured,  as  we  imagined.  But  foon  after, 
although  there  had  not  been  the  lead  appearance  of 
a  fhancre  throughout  the  whole  courfe  of  the 
difeafe,  an  exoftofis,  with  a  violent  pain  about 
the  middle  of  the  flernum,  made  its  appearance. 
Mercury  was  adminiflered ;  in  a  few  days  the  pa¬ 
tient  found  himfelf  better,  and  in  five  weeks  was 
perfectly  cured.— Now,  from  an  attentive  confi- 
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deration  of  this  cafe,  I  would  afk  any  unprejudiced 
perfon.  Whether  it  is  not  reafonable  to  fuppofe, 
that  by  forcing  in  the  catheter  forae  veffel  had  been 
wounded,  in  confequence  of  which  the  abforption 
took  place ;  that  the  patient  was  from  that  mo¬ 
ment  infe&ed,  and  afterwards  cured  in  the  fame 
manner  as  if  he  had  received  the  infe£lion  from  a 
{hancre*  ? 

A  gentleman  of  about  forty  years  of  age,  who 
formerly  had  laboured  under  different  gonorrhoeas 
till  within  thefe  Iaft  five  or  fix  years,  got  a  clap; 
which  he  found,  as  he  faid,  rather  mild,  without 
much  pain  in  making  water,  and  hardly  any  pain 
in  ereftion  the  firft  five  or  fix  days ;  when,  after 
violent  exercife,  he  felt  the  whole  urethra,  but 
efpecially  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  more  irritated ; 
for  which,  however,  he  took  nothing  but  a  mer¬ 
curial  purgative,  and  rubbed  into  the  perinseum 
fome  mercurial  ointment  every  day.  Thefe  fymp- 
toms,  together  with  the  running,  were  nearly 
gone  in  eight  days,  leaving  only  a  little  forenefs 
in  the  perinaeum.  But  the  complaint  for  which 
he  now  confulted  me  was  a  pain  in  the  xyphoid 

cartilage. 


*  The  different  period  of  time  at  which  the  venereal  difeafe  and 
the  gonorrhoea  firft  appeared,  has  all'o  been  urged  as  an  argument 
for  the  difference  between  the  virus  of  the  gonorrhoea  and  that  of 
the  fyphilis.  But  it  is  abfurd  to  oppofe  uncertainty  to  uncertainty  : 
we  are,  I  think,  as  ignorant  of  the  precife  period  when  the  lues 
firft  appeared,  as  we  are  of  that  of  the  gonorrhcra. — It  has  been 
afierted,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  South-Sea  iflands,  though  af- 
flidted  with  the  lues,  are  yet  free  from  the  gonorrhoea.  But  Captain 
Ki  ng,  who  fucceeded  Captain  Clerk  in  the  late  voyage  round  the 
world,  affured  me  that  this  was  falle,  and  that  he  himfelf  had  fceix 
many  of  them  with  the  matter  dripping  from  their  urethra. 
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cartilage,  fo  violent  indeed,  that  he  even  could 
not  bear  the  touch.  I  advifed  him  to  rub  in  fome 
more  mercurial  ointment  into  the  perinseum  for  a 
couple  of  days  :  when  I  faw  him  again,  the  pain 
was  not  milder,  but  had  left  its  former  place,  and 
occupied  now  the  middle  of  the  fternum,  which 
troubled  him  efpecially  laft  night.  I  ordered  him 
to  take  mercury  internally ;  by  the  ufe  of  which, 
this  complaint  in  a  fhort  time  after  difappeared. — ■ 
See  alfo  the  Cafe  related  p.  4. 

Thus  far  I  have  anfwered  the  arguments  which 
were  adduced  to  prove,  that  the  gonorrhoea  is 
never  of  a  venereal  nature,  or,  in  other  words, 
that  it  never  proceeds  from  a  poifon  of  the  fame 
nature  with  the  lues.  But  though  I  have  fhown 
that  this  doftrine  is  exceptionable,  yet  I  am  far 
from  maintaining  that  all  gonorrhoeas  arife  from 
the  venereal  virus.  On  the  contrary, 

III.  I  am  convinced,  from  experiments  made 
on  myfelf,  and  from  obfervations  made  upon 
others,  “  that  gonorrhoeas  are  fometimes  produ- 
“  ced  from  other  acrimonies,  or  ftimuli,  applied 
€S  to  the  urethra,  with  nearly  the  fame  fymptoms 
as  we  obferve  in  a  venereal  gonorrhoea nay, 
I  am  now  even  inclined  to  believe,  that  fuch 
gonorrhoeas  may  fometimes  be  propagated  as  well 
as  venereal  ones.  Whether  the  gonorrhoeas,  of 
which  we  have  an  account  in  fome  ancient  wri¬ 
ters,  were  of  that  nature,  I  am  unable  to  deter¬ 
mine  ;  and  therefore  forbear  to  enter  upon  the 
fubjecL  I  fhall  only  juft  obferve,  that  the  go¬ 
norrhoeas,  I  am  here  fpeaking  of,  are  very  dif* 
fcrent  from  the  flux  ot  real  iemen,  or  from  the 
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flux  of  mucus  from  the  proftate  gland.  Thefe 
latter  complaints,  arifing  chiefly  from  a  weaknefs 
of  the  excretories  of  thefe  parts,  occafioned  by  an 
abufe  of  venery,  and  efpecially  by  mafturpation, 
do  not  come  within  my  prefent  plan. 

I  proceed,  therefore,  to  the  main  point,  viz.  to 
prove,  that  local  inflammations  of  the  urethra, 
accompanied  with  the  running  called  generally 
Gonorrhcea,  are  not  always  of  a  venereal  nature, 
neither  in  men  nor  women.  This  idea  firfl  occur¬ 
red  to  me  from  having  frequently  obferved  in 
ftone-horfes  a  kind  of  running  of  a  greenilh  yel¬ 
low  matter  from  the  urethra.  This  running, 
which  arifes  from  caufes  ftill  unknown  to  me,  I 
have  feen  laft  only  for  a  few  days,  and  then  go 
off  fpontaneoufly.  The  fame,  and  that  more  fre¬ 
quently,  I  have  obferved  in  dogs,  without  per¬ 
ceiving  that  they  feemed  to  fuffer  much  pain 
from  it;  and  though  indeed  they  continued  to 
lick  the  part  almoft  conftantly,  they  were  never 
affefted  with  any  ulcer  of  the  mouth.  I  have 
befides,  for  thefe  many  years  paft,  been  confult- 
cd,  by  a  variety  of  patients,  for  runnings  very 
Cmilar  to  venereal  gonorrhoeas,  but  often  fo  mild 
in  their  fymptoms,  and  fo  Ihort  in  their  duration, 
that  I  began  to  doubt  of  their  venereal  nature.  I 
have  feen  married  people,  who  lived  together  in 
the  mod  perfeft  harmony  and  frtendfliip,  where 
the  one  was  atfe£ted  with  fuch  a  difcharge  for 
feveral  days,  without  communicating  the  leaft 
fvmptom  to  the  other.  With  forne  of  them  I 
have  been  moft  intimately  acquainted ;  and  con¬ 
vinced  without  a  doubt,  that  they  were  faithfully 
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attached  to  each  other;  and  that  therefore  the 
difeafe  mu  ft  have  been  owing  to  feme  other  caufe. 

All  thefe  obfervations  taken  together,  led  me 
to  believe,  that  fome  kinds  of  running  might 
perhaps  owe  their  origin,  not  to  the  venereal  poi- 
ion,  but  to  fome  different  caufe,  either  external 
or  internal.  I  began  to  fufpeft,  that  a  difeharge 
might  be  produced  by  any  ftimulus  applied  to 
the  urethra,  whether  venereal  or  not,  provided 
it  be  fufficiently  acrid  to  excite  an  inflammation, 
and  confequent  preternatural  fecretion  of  mucus 
from  the  urethra ;  juft  as  coryzas,  accompanied 
with  a  large  preternaturally  coloured  fecretion 
from  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  nofe,  arife 
from  other  caufes.  Having  revolved  thefe  ideas 
in  my  mind  for  feveral  years,  I  determined  at  laft 
to  make  an  experiment  upon  myfelf,  which 
fhould  either  confirm  the  theory  I  had  laid  down, 
or  entirely  overthrow  it.  With  this  view,  I  took 
fix  ounces  of  water,  and  dropped  into  it  as  much 
of  cauftic  volatile  alkali,  as  gave  the  mixture  a 
very  fharp  fiery  tafte.  This  liquor  I  inje&ed  into 
the  urethra,  comprefling  the  canal  with  the  fin¬ 
gers  of  my  other  hand  below  the  fraenum,  that  it 
might  be  prevented  from  going  further,  and  thus 
be  applied  to  the  very  part  which  is  generally  the 
feat  of  the  venereal  gonorrhoea.  The  moment  it 
_  touched  the  infide  of  the  urethra,  I  felt  fuch  an 
unfupportable  pain,  that  I  could  not  retain  it 
for  a  fingle  lecond ;  but  withdrew  the  fyringe, 
much  againft  my  will,  almoft  at  the  inflant  of 
injection.  and  the  injefted  liquor  ran  out.  But 
though  the  pain  continued  very  fevere  for  half 
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a  quarter  of  an  hour,  I  refolved  to  make  a 
fecond  trial.  It  occaiioned  a  more  fevere  pain 
than  I  ever  remember  to  have  felt  in  my  life 
before,  yet  I  retained  it  for  very  near  the  fpace 
©f  a  minute  ;  when  the  pain  became  fo  excruci¬ 
ating  that  I  could  bear  it  no  longer,  and  there¬ 
fore  withdrew  the  fyringe.  I  inftantly  felt  a 
ftrong  defire  to  make  water;  but  having  taken 
this  precaution  before  I  made  the  experiment,  I 
fuppreffed  the  inclination.  I  lay  down  on  my 
fopna,  and  waited  the  event  with  patience ;  but 
fo  violent  was  the  pain,  that  it  was  near  an  hour 
before  I  was  able  to  move.  I  then  amufed  my- 
felf  with  reading  during  the  remainder  of  the 
afternoon,  eat  my  dinner  as  ufual,  but  went  early 
to  bed.  I  was  now  obliged  to  make  water,  which 
I  had  not  done  fince  the  time  of  injefiing  the  li¬ 
quor.  When  the  urine  came  to  the  place  to  which 
the  injeftion  had  been  applied,  I  felt  a  very  fe¬ 
vere  pain,  but  lefs  violent  than  what  I  expetled. 
Having  flept  well  during  the  night,  I  examined 
the  part  as  foon  as  I  awaked  next  morning,  and 
found  a  pretty  large  difcharge  of  puriform  mat¬ 
ter,  of  the  fame  greenifh-yellow  colour  with 
that  in  virulent  gonorrheeas.  The  pain  in  mak¬ 
ing  wrater  was  now  greatly  increafed,  and  the 
following  night  my  reft  was  interrupted  by 
painful  involuntary  ereSions.  The  morning 
after,  the  difcharge  was  much  more  plentiful, 
nearly  of  the  fame  colour,  only  perhaps  a  little 
more  greenifh ;  the  pain  in  making  water,  how¬ 
ever,  was  now  fo  violent,  that  I  refolved  to  miti¬ 
gate  it  by  injecting  fome  lukewarm  oil  of  almonds. 
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By  this  it  was  greatly  abated;  the  running  con¬ 
tinued  five  days,  the  pain  all  the  while  growing 
remarkably  lefs  in  the  part  affe£ted.  But  I  now 
obferved  very  diftinftly  a  new  inflammation  ta¬ 
king  place  lower  down  in  the  urethra,  where  I 
had  felt  nothing  before,  and  where  none  of  the 
injeftion  had  touched.  This  new  inflammation 
began,  as  it  feemed  to  me,  at  the  very  border  of 
the  former,  extending  itfelf  lower  down  in  the 
urethra;  and  was  followed  by  a  copious  dif- 
charge,  attended  with  the  fame  fymptoms  as  be- 
fore,  and  continued  for  fix  days ;  at  the  end  of 
which,  all  the  fymptoms  were  greatly  abated.  But 
now,  to  my  furprife,  I  felt  diflinftly  the  fymptoms 
of  a  third  inflammation  taking  place,  extending 
from  the  border  of  the  former  about  the  caput 
gailinaginis  to  the  very  neck  of  the  bladder,  and 
attended  by  an  ardor  u  rinse,  and  copious  difchargc 
like  the  preceding.  At  this  I  was  fenoufly  alarmed ; 
for  I  had  conftantly  injected  the  warm  oil  of  al¬ 
monds  three  times  a-day.  I  perceived  that  the  in* 
flammation  firft  excited  by  the  caufiic  alkali  was 
moft  evidently  communicated  from  one  part  of 
the  urethra  to  the  other;  whence  I  was  afraid, 
that  an  inflammation  of  the  whole  internal  fur- 
face  of  the  bladder  might  at  length  enfue,  and  be 
attended  perhaps  with  dangerous  confequences.  Ira 
this  fituation  I  continued  betwixt  hope  and  fear 
for  about  feven  or  eight  days ;  when  I  found  at 
laft,  to  my  great  fatisfaftion,  this  inflammation 
gradually  abate,  together  with  the  difcharge,  with¬ 
out  pafling  the  limits  of  the  urethra  ;  and  I  was 
perfe&ly  freed  from  every  fymptom  of  thefe  three 

diftina 


ON  CLAPS.  33 

Jiftinft  gonorrhoeas*  as  I  might  call  them*  at  the 
end  of  the  fixth  week. 

From  this  experiment  upon  myfelf,  together 
with  the  above-mentioned  obfervations,  and  from 
a  very  curious  obfervation,  fince  related  in  a  dif- 
fertation  publilhed  by  Dr  Oettinger  of  Tubin¬ 
gen,  where  a  difcharge  from  the  urethra,  appa¬ 
rently  fimilar  to  that  of  a  virulent  gonorrhoea, 
was  produced  by  the  internal  ufe  of  olive  oil, 
which  had  been  wrung  out  of  red  Turkifii 
yarn,  on  which  it  had  been  poured  before, 
the  reader  may  judge,  whether  acrimonious  fub- 
ftances,  of  a  different  kind  f/om  the  venereal  vi¬ 
rus,  fuch  as  cancerous  ichor,  or  perhaps  other 
ftimuli  applied  to  the  urethra,  may  not  fome- 
times  produce  the  fame  fymptoms  as  the  cauftic 
did  in  my  experiment,  and  the  oil  in  Dr  Oettin- 
ger’s  obfervation.  I  certainly  believe,  that  run¬ 
nings  fimilar  to  a  gonorrhoea  from  the  venereal 
virus,  are  fometimes  produced  from  other  caufes, 
on\f  perhaps  with  milder  fymptoms,  and  of 
fhorter  continuance ;  tho’  on  myfelf  I  could  not 
perceive  any  difference  in  the  colour,  confidence, 
or  other  circumftances.  And  I  now  look  upon 
the  following  fafts  as  thoroughly  eftablifhed, 
viz.  1.  That  gonorrhoeas  frequently  arife  from 
the  fame  venereal  poifon  applied  to  the  infide  of 
the  urethra,  which,  when  applied  to  the  glans, 

!>repuce,  &c.  produces  fhancres,  or  when  ab- 
orbed  into  the  fyftem,  produces  [the  lues;  and, 
2.  That  there  are  gonorrhoeas  which  owe  their 
origin  either  to  acrimonious  fubftances  introdu¬ 
ced  into  the  urethra  ab  extra ,  or  perhaps  fome- 
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times  to  a  more  violent  mechanical  ftimulus  ari- 
fing  during  coition,  or  from  fome  other  caufes 
hitherto  unknown  to  us.  Hence  I  divide  the 
Blennorrhagias ,  at  leaft  into  two  fpecies  effentially 
diftinQ.  from  each  other,  viz.  that  arifing  from 
the  venereal  virus,  which  I  call  Blennorrhagieb 
Jyphilitica  ;  and  into  that  arifing  from  other  acrid 
fubftances,  to  which  I  give  the  name  of  Blennor- 
rhagia  ab  acri ,  aut jlimulo  mechanico.  By  attending 
to  this  difference  our  praftice  muff  be  regulated 
as  long  as  we  are  not  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
the  nature  of  other  caufes.  It  is  owing  to  the  neg¬ 
lect  or  ignorance  o£%this  diftinftion,  that  we  hear 
quacks  daily  extolling  the  pre-eminence  of  their 
noftrums  or  fecret  injeftions  for  curing  the  go¬ 
norrhoea  in  a  few  days,  while  patients  fometimes 
complain  of  being  kept  by  the  mod  experienced 
phyficians  for  weeks  together,  though  affe&ed 
with  what  they  imagine  to  be  the  fame  complaint. 

The  running  which  a  gentleman  of  my  ac¬ 
quaintance  got  fome  years  ago,  notwithflanding, 
as  he  (aid,  he  made  ufe  of  the  belt  preventative 
of  all,  was  undoubtedly  not  from  a  venereal  caufe ; 
and  he  may  be  equally  well  affefted  in  time  to 
come  with  the  fame  complaint,  though  he  now 
thinks  himfelf  fafe,  by  what  he  calls,  doubling  his 
precaution. 

The  Jimple  Jyphilitic  Blennorrhagia  ought  fur¬ 
ther  to  be  diffinguiihed  from  the  complicated ,  or 
that  accompanied  with  an  ulcer  in  the  urethra ; 
the  latter  admits  no  radical  cure  without  the  in¬ 
ternal  ufe  of  mercury,  whereas  the  former  feldora 
or  never  requires  it, 
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To  the  ignorance  or  negleft  of  the  diftin&ion 
between  fyphilitic  gonorrhoeas  and  thofe  arifing 
from  other  ftimuli,  we  are  likewife  to  afcribe  the 
great  difference  among  pra&itioners  with  regard  to 
the  mode  of  treatment.  Some  advife  aftringents, 
while  others  are  lavifh  in  their  praifes  of  emol¬ 
lients.  Hence,  even  forae  pra&itioners  of  emi¬ 
nence,  having  obferved  that  aftringent  injeftions 
were  of  fervice  in  fome  cafes  of  gonorrhoea,  even 
in  the  ftage  of  inflammation,  recommend  them  to 
every  patient  affefted  with  that  complaint,  but 
by  no  means  with  the  fame  fuccefs  in  all  cafes. 
For,  befides  violent  pains  in  the  whole  courfe  of 
the  urethra,  fwelled  tefticles,  an  acute  fuppreflion. 
of  urine,  &c.  which  are  the  frequent  effects  of 
thefe  inje&ions,  if  the  difeafe  is  of  a  fyphilitic 
nature,  and  efpecially  in  its  inflammatory  ftage, 
ftriftures  in  the  urethra,  of  the  moft  troublefome 
and  obftinate  nature,  are  often  the  confequenoe. 
By  overlooking  this  neceffary  diftintlion,  which 
applies  to  men  as  well  as  to  women,  the  health 
of  the  patient  is  not  only  endangered,  but  the 
happinefs  of  married  people  has  been  deftroyed, 
and  the  friendfhip  betwixt  the  two  fexes  has  been 
frequently  broken  without  reafon.  I  have  cer¬ 
tainly  feen  more  than  one  inftance  of  this  kind. 

I  fhall  only  add  here  one  remark  more,  ft  is 
by  moft  people  imagined,  and  feveral  medical  wri¬ 
ters  have  even  publicly  afferted,  that  the  malig¬ 
nity,  as  they  cail  it,  or  the  virulence,  of  a  gonor¬ 
rhoea,  is  always  in  proportion  to  the  colour  of  the 
matter  difcharged,  and  that  as  foon  as  this  colour 
changes  into  a  whiter  one  their  difcharge  is  no 
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more  infe&ious.  But  this  appears  to  me  by  far 
too  general  a  conclufion ;  for  in  fome  perfons  I 
have  feen  the  matter  retain  its  original  fulphur 
colour  to  the  very  laft  day.  The  more  certain 
figns  of  the  abatement  of  the  virulence  of  the 
difeafe  are,  the  ceffation  of  the  ardor  urinae,  and 
a  capability  of  retaining  the  water  as  when  in 
health ;  the  matter  becoming  lefs,  and  of  a  thick¬ 
er  confidence,  fo  that  it  grows  ropy,  and  may 
be  drawn  into  threads  between  the  fingers ;  and 
the  abfence  of  pain  or  titillation  during  ere6iions. 
The  only  certain  figns,  however,  of  a  radical  cure 
of  the  gonorrhoea,  and  of  a  perfeti  fecurity  of 
not  being  able  to  communicate  the  infe&ion, 
are,  the  entire  ceffation  of  the  running,  ereftions, 
and  excretion  of  femen,  without  any  kind  of  pain, 
titillation,  or  heat  in  the  urethra:  and  though  in 
general  we  may  affure  our  patients,  the  change  of 
the  greenifh  yellow  colour  to  a  white  one  is  not  an 
unfavourable  fign  of  the  difeafe  growing  better, 
it  is  by  no  means  a  certain  one  of  the  venereal 
virus  being  entirely  eliminated. 

Having  thus  finifhed  my  confiderations  about 
the  nature  and  the  different  kinds  of  gonorrhoeas, 
we  now  proceed  to 


The  Method  of  Cure » 

Here  I  mufl  take  notice  of  what  I  have  efta- 
blifhed  before,  that  every  kind  of  virulent  go¬ 
norrhoea,  or  Blennorrhagia ,  is  a  local?  inflammation, 
excited  by  a  peculiar  poifon  or  ftimulus.  If  this 

poifon 
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ipoifon  be  venereal,  the  following  indications  will 
naturally  prefent  themfelves  for  all  fyphilitic  Blen- 
norrhagias,  viz. 

1.  To  *  remove  the  poifon,  or,  if  poflible,  to 
xhange  its  nature. 

2.  To  defend  the  tender  parts  from  its  viru* 
lence. 

3.  To  allay  the  irritation  occafioned  by  it. 

Oily  or  mucilaginous  injeflions,  combined  with 

opium  and  the  mildeft  mercurial  preparation,  feem 
to  anfwer  all  thefe  different  purpofes*. 

The  internal  ufe  of  the  folutio  Arabica,  the 
emulfio  amygdalina,  or  any  other  mucilaginous 
drink,  taken  largely,  (with  an  anodyne  draught  at 
night  according  to  circumflances),  is  always  ufe- 
ful,  and  for  patients  who  have  an  averfion  to  in- 
jeflions  abfolutely  neceffary. 

If  fymptoms  of  an  inflammatory  fever  appear* 
bleeding  may  fometimes  be  ufeful ;  but,  in  ge¬ 
neral,  more  fervice  will  be  derived  from  topical 
evacuations  of  blood,  and  from  emollient  and 
fedative  fomentations  and  poultices.  On  the 
other  hand,  when  the  patient  is  of  a  weak  and  ir» 
ritable  habit  of  body,  the  difcharge  very  thin  and 
copious,  attended  with  violent  pain  and  a  quick 

C  4  pulfe* 


*-lf  wc  meet  with  patients  who  <8.  re  prejudiced  again#  the  ufe 
•f  inje&Lons,  and  wifh  to  be  treated  by  internal  medicines,  we  ought 
to  acquaint  them,  that  the  difeafe  may  be  cured  equally  well 
without  any  topical  application  ,•  but  that  it  will  then  require, 
perhaps,  a  little  longer  time,  and  the  obfervance  of  a  more  exaft 
regimen,, 


pulfe,  I  have  found  the  Peruvian  bark,  given  inter¬ 
nally,  according  to  circum fiances,  with  or  with¬ 
out  opium,  more  ufeful  than  the  whole  tribe  of 
antiphlogiftics ;  but  opium  given  in  emollient 
glyfters  is  fometimes  particularly  ufeful  in  fuch 
cafes.  By  the  ufe  of  this  medicine,  the  frequent 
painful  erefiions  are  alfo  much  mitigated  ;  but 
their  return  ought,  as  much  as  poffible,  to  be 
prevented,  by  tying  the  penis  down,  lying  on  a 
matrafs  on  the  fide,  and  not  in  a  warm  leather 
bed  on  the  back.  If  the  erection  is  attended 
with  a  ftrangulation  of  the  glans,  the  treatment 
laid  down  under  the  article  Paraphymojis  will  be 
necelfary. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  more  violent  fymptoms 
of  gonorrhoea,  the  patient  ought,  during  its  in¬ 
flammatory  ftate,  to  ufe  as  little  excercife  as  poffi- 
ble,  to  wear  a  fufpenforium  fcroti  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  difeafe,  and  to  keep  the  part  affeQed 
as  much  as  poffible  from  the  cold  air.  The  fuf¬ 
penforium  fcroti,  or  trufs-bag,  may  perhaps  feem 
luperfluous  :  but  being  fo  little  troublefome  when 
well  applied,  and  fo  well  calculated  to  prevent 
a  fwelling  of  the  tefticles,  I  never  neglefl  to 
recommend  it,  efpecially  to  thofe  who  have  once 
laboured  under  this  latter  difeafe. — With  refpeci 
to  the  regimen  to  be  obferved  in  gonorrhoeas, 
much  exercife,  external  cold,  high  living,  and 
drinking  fpirituous  liquors,  ought,  in  general, 
carefully  to  be  avoided  by  all  patients  ;  but  ef¬ 
pecially  by  thofe  of  a  phlogiftic  habit  of  body,  as 
they  geneially  fuffer  more,  and  for  a  longer  time, 
from  this  dileale  than  others.  Such  patients 

fiiould 
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Should  confine  themfelves  to  a  low  diet,  rather 
of  the  vegetable  than  of  the  animal  kind ;  they 
Should  eat  no  fupper,  and  drink  nothing  but  cool¬ 
ing  mucilaginous  liquids ;  whereas  thofe  of  a 
different  conffitution  are  not  to  be  reftrained  fo 
much. 

Neutral  falts  have  been  formerly  recommended, 
to  cool  the  blood,  and  to  promote  the  Secretion 
of  urine,  by  which  it  was  thought  to  mitigate  the 
inflammation,  and  aflift  nature  in  the  expulfion 
of  the  virus.  But  I  have  conftantly  found  that 
they  are  hurtful.  They  increafe  the  Secretion  of 
urine,  render  it  Sharper,  and  thus  augment  the 
irritation,  without  producing  any  of  the  good 
effefls  afcribed  to  them. 

A  prejudice  in  favour  of  purging  in  gonor¬ 
rhoeas  has  alfo  long  prevailed.  For  this  purpofe, 
fome  have  ufed  the  mild,  and  others  the  more 
draftic  kinds  of  purgatives  ;  but  calomel,  espe¬ 
cially,  has  been  recommended  to  be  given  every 
two  or  three  days.  Neither  of  thefe  medicines 
have  I  ever  Seen  to  do  good,  but  frequently  much 
harm.  Befides  their  tendency  to  promote  the  ab- 
forption  of  the  poifon  into  the  fyftem,  like  impro¬ 
per  injeflions,  they  often  give  rife  to  Swelled  tef- 
ticles,  difeafes  of  the  prollate  gland,  fuppreSfion 
of  urine,  ulcers  of  the  urethra  or  bladder,  &c. 
However,  though  purging  is  always  improper, 
the  body  ought  to  be  kept  open,  fo  that  the  pa¬ 
tient  may  have  a  ftool  regularly ;  and  I  have 
no  doubt  that  it  is  partly  owing  to  this  improve¬ 
ment  ^of  our  prablice,  that  we.  now  fo  Seldom  ob¬ 
serve  Symptoms  of  the  lues,  or  ulcers  of  the  blad¬ 
der,  following  a  gonorrhoea. 
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Thus  far  with  regard  to  the  more  general  run  of 
the  diforder  ;  but  venereal  gonorrhceas  are  not  al¬ 
ways  fo  fimple.  Sometimes  the  poifon  feems  to 
be  of  a  more  exalted  acrimony,  or  rather  meets 
witbrconftitutions  of  a  more  irritable  nature ;  or 
the  fymptoms  are  frequently  exafperated  by  im¬ 
proper  treatment,  or  by  negleft  of  the  above 
mentioned  rules.  In  this  cafe,  the  patient  feels 
jsl  more  violent  heat  and  pain  in  making  water, 
accompanied  with  a  tenfion  of  the  urethra,  along 
its  whole  length  ;  a  perpetual  defire  of  making 
water,  without  being  able  to  pafs  more  than  a  few 
fcalding drops  at  a  time;  frequent  erections,  with 
moft  exquifitfe  '{hooting  pains  throughout  the 
whole2 length  of  the  urethra,  but  more  efpecially 
at  the  frsenum.  Sometimes  ftreaks  of  blood,  or 
real  blood,  are  difcharged  with  the  urine  ;  and 
evident  marks  of  an  ulceration  of  the  urethra 
make  their  appearance.  In  this  cafe,  befides  the 
above-mentioned  remedies,  the  ufe  of  mercurial 
fumigations  or  fri&ions  on  the  perinaeum,  and  in- 
fide  of  the  thighs,  I  have  found  to  be  one  of  the 
mod  efficacious  remedies. 

The  fame  treatment  will  prove  ferviceable, 
if,  by  any  caufe  whatfoever,  the  difcharge  of  the 
venereal  gonorrhoea,  during  its  inflammatory 
ftage,  be  fuppreffed  or  flopped,  either  by  acrid  or 
aftringent  injections,  or  even,  by  the  moft  proper 
injeftions  applied  in  an  improper  manner,  by 
draftic  or  repeated  mild  purges,  by  the  premature 
ufe  of  turpentine  or  balfamics,  by  violent  exer- 
cife,  and  efpecially  by  catching  cold  in  the  part 
affe&ed*  The  virus  feems  to  leave  its  natural 
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feat  under  the  fraenum,  to  fettle  lower  down, 
where  the  excretory  du6ts  of  the  feminal  velfels 
and  proftate  gland  open  into  the  urethra,  and 
produces  a  fwelling  in  one  or  both  tefticles  ;  or, 
if  the  virus  has  been  driven  ftill  lower  down  to  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  the  patient  has  a  continual 
defire  to  make  water,  without  being  able  to  pafs 
any,  or  only  a  few  drops  at  a  time.  He  is  then 
often  unable  to  hand  upright  for  a  quarter  of  an 
hour ;  and  a  total  fuppreffion  of  urine  is  in  this 
cafe  frequently  the  confequence.  In  all  thefe  dif¬ 
ferent  places,  the  poifon  generally  produces  only 
a  fuperficial  inflammation,  though  not  unfre- 
quently  alfo,  by  its  virulence,  or  want  of  a  fuf- 
ficient  quantity  of  mucus  to  dilute  it,  an  excori¬ 
ation  and  ulceration  in  the  urethra  take  place, 
which  then  never  fails  to  end  in  an  obftinate  gleet, 
and  to  be  followed  by  a  general  infeftion  of  the 
mafs. 

In  fpeaking  of  the  dreadful  confequences  of  a 
fupprefled  or  flopped  venereal  gonorrhoea,  I  muft 
not  omit  to  mention  a  difeafe,  perhaps  the  mod 
melancholy  of  all  venereal  complaints  whatever, 
I  mean  a  violent  kind  of  inflammation  in  one  or 
both  eyes,  frequently  accompanied  with  a  dif- 
eharge  of  puriform  matter,  entirely  fimilar  in 
colour  and  confiftence  to  that  of  a  gonorrhoea, 
and  generally  terminating  in  perfe6t  blindnefs ; 
and  in  other  cafes,  inftead  of  an  ophthalmy,  a 
more  orlefs  perfect  deafnefs.  Though  1  am  by  no 
means  able  to  account  for  the  origin  of  thofe 
complaints  fuddenly  following  the  fuppreffion  of 
gonorrhoeas,  efpecially  from  fevere  cold,  (for  I 

have 
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have  never  obferved  them  but  in  very  fevere  cli¬ 
mates  and  feafons),  to  which  the  patient  had 
been  previoufly  expofed,  I  am  convinced  of  the 
fad.  I  (hall  fpeak  of  it  more  fully  below,  under 
the  head  of  Venereal  Ophthalmy. 

The  only  remark  I  have  to  make  here  is,  that 
all  thefe  complaints  from  repelled  venereal  go¬ 
norrhoeas,  being  very  often  attended  with  fuch 
unhappy  confequences,  an  honeft  man  ought  not 
to  mind  the  opinion  of  others,  but  be  guided  in 
his  conduft  by  juflice  and  confidence,  and  do 
every  thing  that  poffibly  may  be  done  to  cure  or 
relieve  his  patient.  I  therefore  mention  here,  that 
I  have  tried  in  four  cafes  of  fwelled  teftiles  and 
fuppreffion  of  urine,  arifing  from  a  retropuKed 
gonorrhoea,  the  inoculation  of  the  venereal  poi- 
ion,  by  means  of  a  bougie,  dipped  into  venereal 
matter  and  introduced  into  the  urethra,  with  un¬ 
expected  fuccefs.  This  being  the  cafe,  I  find  my- 
felf  bound  not  to  conceal  it,  though  I  may  pof¬ 
fibly  be  blamed  for  it.  We  are  confulted  forgiv¬ 
ing  relief ;  and  confequently  fulfil  our  duty,  at 
lead,  by  offering  a  remedy,  which  the  patient  has 
always  in  his  power  to  accept  or  refufe. 
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C  HAP.  III. 

On  Gleets  (Blennorrhcea.) 

*  * 

A  Continued  running  after  the  inflammatory 
fymptoms  of  a  gonorrhoea  have  for  fome 
time  difappeared,  is  commonly  called  a  Gleet  Bleu- 
norrhcea ,  or  Gonorrhoea  inveterata  or  benigna ;  a 
name  merely  relative  to  the  former,  which  is 
called  Gonorrhoea  maligna  or  virulenta. 

Gleets  arife  chiefly  from  two  caufes  :  ift>  From 
Smple  relaxation  of  the  mouths  of  the  veflels, 
which  had  been  irritated,  inflamed,  and  thereby 
loft  fomewhat  of  their  contra6lile  power  ;  or,  2 dly. 
From  an  ulceration,  or  an  erofion  in  fome  part  of 
the  urethra.  To  the  former  I  gave,  with  more 
propriety  I  think,  the  name  Blennorrhosa  jimplex „ 
and  the  latter  I  called  Blennorrhxa  complicata • 
Sec  the  Nofological  Table  at  the  end  of  this 
chapter. 

In  the  former  kind,  after  the  inflammation 
and  irritation  occafioned  by  the  gonorrhoea  have 
fubfided,  the  veffcls,  from  whence  that  difcharge 
proceeded,  continue  to  pour  out  either  matter  of 
the  fame  puriform  appearance,  or  only  a  clear  kind 
of  mucus,  in  a  preternatural  quantity.  Sometimes 
a  gleet  begins  to  appear  after  coition,  exercife,  or 
free  living,  though  the  difcharge  from  the  pre¬ 
ceding  gonorrhoea  had  entirely  difappeared  fome 
4ays  or  weeks  before. 

Gleets 
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Gleets  of  this  kind  are  for  the  mo  ft  part  only 
a  local  complaint,  the  Ample  remains  of  a  go¬ 
norrhoea  not  perfeftJy  cured ;  but  thofe  of  the  fe- 
cond  kind  may  be  confidered  as  the  remains  of  a 
very  violent  or  complicated  gonorrhoea,  generally 
accompanied  with  an  infeftion  of  the  body. 

Hence  it  appears,  that  the  nature  and  feat  of 

fleets  may  be  as  various  as  thofe  of  gonorrhoeas ; 

ut  according  to  the  place  where  they  are  fitua- 
ted,  the  time  they  have  continued,  and  the  caufe 
by  which  they  are  produced,  the  method  of  cure 
muft  be  different,  and  becomes  more  or  lefs  dif¬ 
ficult  and  complicated. 

Thofe  gleets  are  moft  eafily  cured  which  have 
their  feat  in  the  urethra  under  the  frsenum ;  thofe 
originating  from  ulcers  of  the  urethra,  and  which 
have  continued  for  fome  time,  are  much  more 
obftinate  ;  and  thofe  arifing  from  erofions  of  the 
excretory  du&s  of  the  feminal  veficles,  or  pro- 
ftate  gland,  or  from  ulcers  of  the  bladder,  are 
the  moft  ftubborn  of  any.  In  general,  the  fur¬ 
ther  back  gleets  are  fituated  in  the  urethra,  the 
more  apt  they  are  to  produce  a  difficulty  in  mak¬ 
ing  water,  or  ftri&ures  and  fuppreffion  of  urine; 
and  the  more  difficult,  in  general,  proves  their 
cure.  /  '  .  S 

I  have  always  found  thofe  gleets  which  fucceed 
a  fimple  gonorrhoea  to  be  merely  a  local  difeafe, 
and  to  owe  their  exiftence  folely  to  a  relaxation 
of  the  (mail  veffels  after  the  inflammation  has 
fubfided.  But  fuch  gleets  as  arife  after  a  violent 
or  ill-treated  gonorrhoea,  are  generally  accompa¬ 
nied  with  an  excoriation  or  ulceration  of  the  ure¬ 
thra. 
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thra.  In  this  cafe,  the  venereal  poifon  has  been 
generally  abforbed,  and  the  mafs  is  of  confequence 
more  or  lefs  infe&ed. 

As  it  is  of  the  utmoft  importance,  tho*  fome- 
times  extremely  difficult,  to  afcertain  thefc  points, 

I  {hall  endeavour  to  enumerate  the  moft  remark* 
able  fymptoms  by  which  it  may  be  known  whe¬ 
ther  there  is  any  ulceration  in  the  urethra.  They 
are  (hortly  as  follow :  i .  Streaks  of  blood  in  the 
mucus,  or  real  blood  difcharged,  during  the  in¬ 
flammatory  ftagc  of  the  gonorrhcea,  as  above  men¬ 
tioned  ;  but  more  efpecially  after  the  violence  of 
the  inflammation  has  abated.  2.  Real  purulent,  or 
thin  ichorous  matter,  difcharged  in  a  greater  or 
lefs  quantity  from  the  urethra.  3.  A  pain  confi¬ 
ned  to  one  part  of  the  urethra  ;  but  felt  more  par¬ 
ticularly  upon  introducing  the  catheter,  or  prefling 
on  the  urethra  externally.  4.  An  acute  pain  in 
one  particular  place  of  the  urethra,  felt  efpe¬ 
cially  in  pafling  the  lafi  drop  of  urine,  or  the 

emiffion  of  femen. - Though  all  thefe  pretty 

plainly  indicate  an  ulcer,  its  exiftence  will  be 
much  more  confirmed,  if  the  preceding  fymptoms 
of  inflammation  have  been  very  high,  if  the  pa¬ 
tient  has  been  improperly  treated,  or  even,  as  I 
have  fome times  feen,  if  the  urethra  has  been 
wounded  by  a  mifmanagement  of  the  fyringe,  or 
a  rude  application  of  the  catheter,  during  the  in¬ 
flammatory  ftate. 

By  not  attending  to  thefe  marks,  which  fuffi- 
ciently  point  -out  the  exiftence  of  an  ulcer  in  the 
urethra,  we  ihall  be  often  difappointed  in  the 

cure. 
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cure.  Whenever,  therefore,  we  are  eonfulted 
about  gleets,  our  firft  bufmefs  fhould  be,  to  exa¬ 
mine  whether  they  arife  merely  from  relaxation, 
or  from  an  ulceration  in  the  urethra;  and  in  this 
latter  cafe,  whether  it  is  an  univerfal  or  only  a 
local  difeafe.  If  an  ulcer  has  taken  place,  it  will 
be  neceffary,  in  order  to  form  a  proper  prognofis, 
to  afcertain  the  place  of  that  ulceration  in  the 
urethra. 

When  the  difeafe  is  merely  local,  it  may  be 
cured  either  by  topical  aftringent  applications, 
or  by  internal  corroborating  or  baliamic  re¬ 
medies,  or  by  the  union  of  both.  The  befl;  to¬ 
pical  remedies  I  have  found,  are  injeftions  made 
of  white  vitriol  diffolved  in  water,  and  mixed 
occafionally  with  fome  grains  of  calx  of  lead  or 
bolus  Armena ;  or  injeftions  prepared  with  ca¬ 
lomel  fufpended  in  water,  or  in  fome  mucila¬ 
ginous  fluid ;  or  a  folution  of  blue  vitriol,  of 
alum,  or  of  verdigreafe  ;  each  of  which  may  in 
certain  circumftances  be  ufeful.-  Of  the  inter¬ 
nal  remedies  recommended  for  the  fame  purpofe, 
I  fhall  fpeak  hereafter. 

If  the  difeafe  is  univerfal,  i.  e.  accompanied 
with  an  infection  of  the  whole  fyftem,  as  is  mod 
generally  the  cafe  where  there  is  an  ulceration 
of  the  urethra,  we  mud,  befides  topical  reme¬ 
dies,  have  recourfe  to  thofe  appropriated  to  the 
cure  of  the  lues  itfelf.  In  this  cafe,  it  is  impof- 
ble  to  cure  the  gleet  till  we  have  firfl;  purified 
the  mafs.  After  this  is  done,  or  while  it  is  yet 
doing,  I  have  found  a  folution  of  fublimate  and 
litharge  in  vinegar,  diluted  with  a  fufficient  quan¬ 
tity 
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tity  of  water,  and  injefted  two  or  three  times  a- 
day,  a  mod  excellent  remedy. 

With  regard  to  injeflions  in  general,  I  (hall 
make  two  material  obfervations,  the  negleft  of 
which  may  fometimes  occafion  our  being  difap- 
pointed  in  a  cure,  even  though  the  bed  remedies 
are  ufed.  The  fyringe  made  ufe  of  for  this  pur- 

{)ofe  diould  have  a  fhort  but  wide  pipe,  jud  fo 
arge  that  its  orifice  may  go  into  the  orifice  of  the 
urethra,  and  the  pidon  ought  to  apply  clofe  to 
the  fides  of  the  tube.  If  the  whole  pipe  of  the 
fyringe  be  much  fmaller  than  the  orifice  of  the 
urethra,  it  is  attended  with  two  confiderable  dis¬ 
advantages  :  the  fird  is,  that  with  a  fmall  pipe* 
efpecially  if  not  perfe&ly  fmooth,  the  patient 
eafily  wounds  the  infide  of  the  urethra,  thereby 
rendering  himfelf  liable  to  an  ulceration  of  the 
part,  and  confequent  abforption  of  the  poifon. 
The  fecond  is,  that  the  liquid  injefted,  indead 
of  going  into  the  cavity  of  the  urethra,  will,  in 
proportion  as  the  patient  prefies  the  pidon,  run 
out  tideways  through  the  orifice  of  the  urethra. 
If  the  pidon  itfelf  does  not  apply  clofely  to 
the  fides  of  the  fyringe,  even  if  the  pipe  is  fufti- 
ciently  large,  fo  that  it  perfeftly  clofes  the  ori¬ 
fice  or  the  urethra,  the  liquor  will  dill  regurgi¬ 
tate  between  the  pidon  and  fyringe,  indead  of 
going  into  the  urethra  ;  and  thus  the  patient  may 
imagine  that  he  has  inje&ed  the  liquor  properly, 
when  perhaps  very  little  has  entered.  But  though 
the  fyringe  be  properly  made,  and  at  the  lame 
time  the  mod  careful  indruftions  be  given,  dhe 
patient  does  very  often  perform  the  operation  in 
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fiich  an  aukward  manner,  that  no  good  effeffi 
follows. 

A  fyrrnge  properly  made,  fhould  be  applied 
clofely  and  exatlly  to  the  orifice  of  the  urethra; 
fo  that,  by  the  conic  form  of  its  pipe,  all  paffage 
may  be  denied  to  the  liquid  betwixt  it  and  the 
fides  of  the  urethra.  If  the  diforder  lies  in  the 
ufual  original  feat  of  gonorrhoeas,  viz.  juft  un¬ 
der  the  frsenum,  the  patient  fhould,  with  one 
hand,  comprefs  the  urethra  at  the  firft  curvature 
of  the  penis,  where  the  fcrotum  begins,  while 
he  holds  and  manages  the  fyringe  with  the  fingers 
of  the  other.  The  pifton,  which  fhould  always 
fit  clofe,  but  Aide  eafily,  ought  then  to  be 
preffed  foftly  and  {lowly,  till  he  feels  the  urethra 
gently  dilated,  and  thus  keep  the  liquid  inje&ed 
For  a  minute  or  two  in  the  urethra,  repeating  the 
fame  operation  three  or  four  times.  By  a  rafh 
or  longer-continued  preffure  of  the  pifton,  the 
irritation  produced  thereby  in  the  urethra  often 
does  more  harm  than  the  injeflion  can  do  good. 

By  attending  to  thefe  direftions,  a  double  ad¬ 
vantage  is  obtained.  The  liquid  is  properly  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  part  affefted,  at  the  fame  time  that 
no  danger  is  incurred  of  driving  fome  of  the 
venereal  poifon  lower  down  the  urethra  along 
with  the  injefted  liquid ;  but  this  precaution  is 
unneceffary,  if  the  feat  of  the  diforder  is  lower 
down. 

With  refpefi  to  the  liquid  itfelf,  it  fhould  al¬ 
ways,  in  cafes  of  virulent  gonorrhoea,  be  made 
lukewarm  ;  but  in  gleets  this  is  not  neceflary.  In 
gonorrhoeas,  if  the  liquid  is  too  cold  or  too 
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warm,  it  may  eafily  hurt  the  patient,  either  by 
driving  back  the  matter,  or  increafing  the  inflam¬ 
mation.  In  many  inflances  alfo  the  liquid  ought 
to  be  well  fhaken  before  it  is  injefted.  It  may 
eafily  be  made  warm,  by  putting  a  tea-cup  half 
full  into  a  bafon  of  hot  water.  In  all  cafes,  be¬ 
fore  any  inje&ion  is  applied,  the  patient  fhould 
attempt  to  make  water. 

The  other  obfervation  I  have  to  make  is, 
that  young  men  labouring  under  gleets,  after 
having  forfome  time  made  ufe  of  injections,  and 
finding  themfelves  confiderably  better,  will  grow 
carelefs  in  the  application,  and  even  fometimes 
negleft  the  injefhon  altogether  for  a  day  or  half 
a  day.  The  confequence  of  this  is  fometimes 
difagreeable :  and  I  have  feen  feveral  inflances, 
where,  by  neglefting  to  ufe  the  inje&ion  for  a 
fingle  day,  the  running  has  been  greatly  aug¬ 
mented,  as  if  it  had  been  a  frefli  gleet ;  and  the 
relapfe  being  more  obftinate  than  the  original 
difeafe,  the  patients  have  been  obliged  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  injeflions  for  more  weeks,  than  perhaps 
it  would  have  required  days  to  cure  the  diltemper, 
had  they  continued  the  ufe  of  them  without  in¬ 
terruption. 

In  general,  in  order  to  prevent  any  danger  of 
a  relapfe,  I  order  my  patients  to  apply  the  injec¬ 
tions  three,  four,  or,  according  to  circumftances, 
fix  times  a-day  during  the  dileafe,  and  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  fame  regularly  for  ten  or  twelve  days 
after  the  running  has  entirely  ceafed. — Syringes 
of  a  different  kind  are  required  for  women,  if  we 
wifh  to  fee  any  good  effefls  produced  by  the  in- 
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je&ions  adminiftered  to  them,  as  I  {hall  mentio® 
below,  tinder  the  article  of  Venereal  Ulcers. 

Befides  injetlions,  bougies  will  often  be  of 
great  fervice  in  gleets,  efpecially  where  the  ulcer 
has  its  feat  in  the  lower  part  of  the  urethra. 
They  may  be  ufed  either  alone,  or  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  proper  inje&ions.  They  fliould  be 
kept  in,  for  the  firft  three  or  four  days,  only  for 
a  quarter  or  half  an  hour  at  a  time,  until  the 
patient  is  fo  accuftomed  to  them  that  he  can  bear 
them  longer  •  and  then  they  may  be  kept  in  for 
feveral  hours  in  the  morning  and  evening,  or 
during  the  whole  day  and  night.  It  mult  be 
left  entirely  to  the  judgment  of  the  phyfician  to 
determine,  whether  the  bougies  to  be  employed 
Ihould  be  of  an  irritating  or  fedative  quality; 
the  circumftances  of  the  cafe  will  point  out  whe¬ 
ther  thofe  of  the  former  or  latter  kind  are  necef- 
fary.  It  mult,  however,  be  remembered,  that 
before  the  application  of  bougies,  as  well  as  in¬ 
jections,  the  patient  ought  always  to  attempt  to 
make  water,  in  order  to  give  time  to  the  remedy 
to  produce  its  effe&s  on  the  partaffe&ed.  If  the 
application  of  the  bougie  produces,  as  I  have 
fometimes  obferved,  a  tenfion  and  pain  in  the 
fpermatic  cord,  or  a  fwelling  of  the  tefticle,  its 
ufe  mull:  be  omitted  for  a  few  days.  This  effeft 
I  have  fometimes  alfo  found  to  be  produced  by 
the  ufe  of  too  large  a  bougie,  and  to  be  removed 
by  changing  it  for  a  fmaller  one in  general, 
fmall  bougies  fhould  be  preferred  to  large  ones 
in  the  beginning. 

Should  we  be  difappointed  in  our  expe&ations 
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<t»f  a  cure,  either  by  the  ufe  of  bougies,  or  injec¬ 
tions  of  the  above-mentioned  kind,  it  will  be 
proper  to  injeft  fuch  liquids  as  may  excite  an  ir¬ 
ritation  and  inflammation  in  the  urethra,  efpe- 
cially  in  the  affe&ed  part.  Thefe  have  often 
been  attended  with  fuccefs  after  the  beft  aftrin- 
gents  have  failed.  For  this  purpofe,  we  may  ufe 
an  injection  made  with  fublimate  and  litharge, 
or  a  Ample  folution  of  fublimate  in  water,  or  a 
large  dofe  of  calomel  fulpended  in  feme  mucila¬ 
ginous  liquor. 

It  has  been  obferved  by  Dr  Cullen,  that  obfti~ 
nate  gleets  have  fometimes  been  cured  by  violent 
and  long  continued  exercife  on  horfe-back ;  fuch 
as  a  journey  from  Edinburgh  to  London :  and 
it  is  probable  that  this  cure  is  produced  by  exci¬ 
ting  an  inflammation  in  the  parts,  as  the  injec¬ 
tions  juft  now  recommended  are  apt  to  do.  Gleets 
have  fometimes  been  cured  by  coition  ;  which 
may  be  accounted  for  on  the  fame  principles  • 
but  this  is  a  remedy  which  can  never  be  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  honeft  practitioner ;  becaufe 
gleets  are  often  infectious,  and  the  venereal  dif- 
cafe  would  by  thefe  means  certainly  be  commu¬ 
nicated  to  a  healthy  woman ;  or,  if  fhe  was  not 
healthy,  the  man  would  not  only  run  the  rifk  of 
getting  a  frefti  gonorrhoea,  but  even  the  lues  it- 
felf,  if  his  gleet  was  owing  to  an  ulcer  in  the  ure« 
fchra. 

Beftdes  the  above-mentioned  remedies,  fome 
others  may  be  applied  in  gleets  of  the  more  ob- 
ftinate  kind,  fuch  as  the  tinftura  cantharidum. 
internally,  or  injeftions  of  oil  of  turpentine,  of 
snfufion  of  galls,  & c.  and  I  have  been  informed 
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by  a  friend,  that  he  once  faw  a  defperate  gleet 
cured  by  inje&ing  the  tinfture  of  ipecacuanha, 
and  fome  other  cales  where  a  fmall  electrical 
fhock  through  the  urethra  produced  a  cure.  I 
can  fay  nothing  with  regard  to  the  effeCis  of  thefc 
remedies,  having  never  had  occafion  to  try  them. 
I  mention  them  only  becaufe  we  are  fometimes 
at  a  lofs  for  medicines  in  very  obftinate  com¬ 
plaints  of  this  kind. 

Bathing  in  cold  water  has  alfo  been  recom¬ 
mended  in  obftinate  gleets,  and  I  have  feen  it 
fometimes  produce  very  good  effeCts,  but,  in  two 
or  three  cafes,  I  have  feen  it  as  certainly  increafe 
the  running.  The  fame  effe£l;„has  been  alfo  ob- 
ferved  by  others.  Sea-bathing  is  very  beneficial ; 
as  likewife  walhing  the  genital  parts  with  cold 
water,  either  by  itfelf  or  mixed  with  vinegar. 

There  are  three  kinds  of  internal  remedies  made 
life  of  in  gleets  ;  each  of  which  may  be  ufed, 
either  alone,  or  combined,  as  circumftances  may 
require,  with  or  without  the  local  applications 
above  mentioned.  Thefe  are, 

1.  A  ccrtcrje  of  mercurials .  This  is  always  qe- 
ceffary  where  the  difeafe  arifes  from  an  ulcer  of 
the  urethra,  efpecially  of  a  long  ftanding,  or  where 
a  general  infeftion  has  taken  place.  In  fuch  ca¬ 
fes,  pills  made  of  turpentine  and  mercury  are 
often  very  proper. 

2.  Balfamics .  Of  thefe  the  moil  commonly 
ufed  is  the  balfamum  copaiba.  Of  this  the  pa¬ 
tient  may  take  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  drops 
in  a  draught  of  cold  water,  once  a-day  at  noon, 
or  twice  a-day,  evening  and  morning.  Imme¬ 
diately  after  the  balfam,  from  twenty  to  fifty 
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drops  of  elixir  vitrioli  acidum  fhould  be  taken, 
in  the  fame  quantity  of  water,  to  render  the  for¬ 
mer  lefs  difagreeable  to  the  ftomach.  Half  a 
drachm  of  pure  turpentine,  or  a  drachm  of  bah 
famum  traumaticum,  often  anfwers  the  purpofe 
of  the  copaiba  extremely  well.  I  knew  a  cafe, 
where  a  very  large  quantity  of  copaiba  balfam 
was  fwallowed  at  once  by  a  young  man,  who 
was  thereby  radically  cured  of  a  moft  inveterate 
and  obfiinate  gleet. 

3.  Corroborants a  Among  thefe  the  Peruvian 
bark  in  powder,  or  infufed  in  red  wine,  or, 
which  is  fometimes  better,  infufed  in  lime  water, 
together  with  or  without  feme  other  powerful 
aiftringent,  will  fometimes  prove  effeflual  when 
all  other  remedies  have  failed.  After  all,  how¬ 
ever,  our  utmoft  endeavours  to  cure  an  invete¬ 
rate  gleet  will  fometimes  be  in  vain ;  and  there 
have  been  inftances  where  Nature  herfelf  has 
cffefted  a  cure  in  time,  after  the  unfuccefsfu! 
and  tedious  exhibition  of  the  moft  powerful  re¬ 
medies. 

Obfiinate  gleets  fometimes  originate,  'as  men¬ 
tioned  above,  from  a  fingular  caufe  of  which  we 
have  fome  examples  in  anatomical  collections. 
This  is,  when  two  ulcers  of  the  urethra  happen  to 
be  nearly  oppofite  to  each  other.  In  this  cafe, 
fome  parts  of  them  will  inofculate  with  each 
other,  producing  a  kind  of  bands  acrofs  the  ure¬ 
thra,  with  a  fmall  ulceration  below.  Thus  not 
only  a  moft  obfiinate  running,  baffling  all  medi¬ 
cines,  is  produced  ;  but  a  difficulty  of  making  wa¬ 
ter  frequently  takes  place,  and  animpoffibility  of 
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making  it  but  in  a  very  fmall  ftream,  or  not  at 
all.  The  only  remedy  in  this  cafe,  if  we  have 
fome  reafon  for  fufpe£ling  this  caufe,  is  the  chi- 
rurgical  operation  ;  though  in  fome  cafes,  where 
the  bands  are  not  too  ftrong,  they  might  perhaps 
be  broke,  by  applying  a  probe  or  catheter.  Whe¬ 
ther  or  not  the  following  cafe  of  a  very  trouble- 
fome  and  obftinate  gleet  belongs  to  this  clafs,  X 
leave  my  readers  to  judge. 

Some  years  ago  X  was  confulted  by  a  noble¬ 
man  concerning  a  gleet,  with  which  he  had  been 
affefied  for  about  ten  years,  and  for  which  he 
had  confulted  the  phylicians  and  furgeons  in  feve- 
ral  countries.  Sometimes  it  flopped  for  feveral 
days  ;  then  came  on  again  of  itfelf,  efpecially  af¬ 
ter  riding  on  horfeback,  or  coition.  At  fuch 
times  he  always  felt  fome  uneafinefs,  and  the 
next  day  a  little  running,  which  went  off,  till  the 
fame  caufe  was  repeated ;  which  rendered  him 
very  uneafy,  efpecially  as  he  intended  to  marry. 
Upon  examining  the  patient,  I  found  the  difor- 
der  feated  down  in  the  urethra,  about  the  place 
called  by  anatomifts  the  Caput gallinaginis.  Eve¬ 
ry  internal  and  external  remedy,  that  I  knew  of, 
was  applied,  without  effedling  a  radical  cure.  X 
took  the  difeafeto  be  a  callous  ulceration;  and, 
on  this  fuppofition,  he  wore  bougies  for  eight  or 
ten  weeks  without  the  leaft  effeft.  Being  obliged 
to  continue  my  travels,  I  left  him  very  little  the 
better  for  what  I  had  done ;  at  the  fame  time  ad- 
vifinghim,  as  he  intended  to  go  to  Paris,  to  con- 
fult  there  whoever  he  could  expeft  any  benefit 
from.  The  refult,  as  he  afterwards  informed 
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me  by  letter,  was  as  follows.  “  After  my  arri- 
fe  val  at  Paris,  I  confulted,  according  to  your  ad- 
“  vice,  all  the  medical  men  of  eminence  in  that 
"  city,  who  rendered  me  more  uneafy  about  my 
“  diforder  than  I  had  ever  been  before,  by  their 
“  different  opinions  of  the  caufe,  nature,  and 
“  cure  of  it.  Some  advifed  me  to  a  new  mercu- 
(C  rial  courfe  ;  others  prefcribed  different  internal 
(S  and  external  medicines.  I  fhewed  them  all  the 
,c  prefcriptions  fucceffively  tried  by  you ;  they 
“  feemed  rather  aftonifhed,  that  none  of  them, 
“  after  a  fair  trial,  had  fucceeded.  However, 
se  fome  new  injeftions  and  internal  remedies  were 
“  ordered,  rather  I  think  to  fatisfy  me  for  my 
tc  money,  than  in  hopes  of  doing  me  any  real 
“  fervice ;  indeed  I  was  for  three  or  four  months 
4t  entirely  in  the  fame  condition  as  when  I  firft 
€Q  came  to  Paris.  But,  furprifing  it  may  feem 
**  to  you !  the  laft  perfon  whom  I  confulted  up- 
“  on  recommendation,  feemed  to  me  the  moft 
fc  ignorant  I  had  applied  to :  he  faid  he  was 
“  obliged  to  examine  the  paffage  of  the  ure- 
“  thra  with  a  catheter,  in  order  to  afcertain  the 
“  place,  &c.  He  accordingly  applied  it ;  it  went 
“  in  as  ufual  very  readily,  till  it  came  to  the 
“  feat  of  the  diforder,  where  it  met  with  the 
<c  fame  obftacle  it  had  always  done,  which  I  had 
before  told  him  of;  notwithftanding  this,  he 
4e  endeavoured  to  pufh  it  further.  I  told  him  it 
gave  me  exceffive  pain:  but  he  preffed  it  im- 
€t  prudently  on,  and  it  went  through;  upon 
■(  which  fome  blood  immediately  run  out  of  the 
c;  urethra.  This,  as  it  feemed,  much  frightened 
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*e  him  i  he  afked  my  pardon,  withdrew  his  inftru* 
6f  ment,  took  his  fee,  and  departed  ;  but  left  me 
€€  much  diffatisfied  for  employing  him.  I  ex- 
pefted  I  fhould  be  worfe  the  next  day,  and 
€t  iuffer  much  from  his  unfkilful  condufi:  but, 
quite  the  reverfe,  I  have  been  free  from  any 
ee  diforder  thefe  two  months  pad;  I  ride  on 
€i  horfeback,  and  enjoy  a  woman,  without  find- 
ing  any  ill  effefis  from  them ;  and  therefore 
“  think  myfelf  radically  cured.  The  friendfhip 
I  owe  you,  for  the  trouble  you  took  on  my 
86  account,  obliges  me  to  ftate  to  you  this  parti- 
es  cular  cafe,  which  may  be  of  ufe  to  you,  and 
46  which  you  perhaps  can  better  account  for  than 
44  thofe  I  have  fince  confulted.” 

Gleets  arifing  from  deep  and  large  erofions  of 
the  mouths  of  the  feminal  duffs,  or  excretories 
of  the  proftate  gland,  as  alfo  thofe  which  origi¬ 
nate  from  ulcers  of  the  bladder,  are  very  often 
incurable  ;  or  if  they  do  admit  of  a  cure,  a  parti¬ 
cular  confideration  of  the  nature  and  treatment  of 
fuch  cafes  would  exceed  the  limits  of  this  treatife. 

In  all  inveterate  and  obfiinate  gleets,  which 
have  their  feat  low  down  in  the  urethra,  we 
fhould  carefully  examine  the  proftate  gland ;  for 
to  a  difeafe  of  this  part  they  frequently  owe  their 
origin.  If  the  gland  {hall  be  found  preternatu- 
rally  fwelled  and  hard  after  a  mercurial  courfe, 
repeated  blifters  applied  to  the  perinaeum,  with 
large  dofes  of  the  infpiflated  juice  of  conium  ma - 
tulatum ,  Lin .  I  have  feen  in  fome  inftances  at¬ 
tended  with  fuccefs  where  all  other  remedies  had 
failed. 
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Of  the  treatment  of  gleets  combined  with  ftrio 
tures,  viz.  with  more  or  lefs  difficulty  in  making 
water,  I  muft  refer  to  the  chapter  on  IJchury . 

Gleets  which  arife  either  from  a  weaknefs, 
relaxation,  or  fometimes  perhaps  from  too  great 
an  irritability  of  the  duCts  above  mentioned, 
are  properly  called  by  the  name  of  Gonorrhcea 
[Jluxus  feminis).  In  thefe  cafes,  a  real  femen  is 
difcharged,  fometimes  without  ereftion,  or  any 
fenfation  of  pleafure:  and  is  either  continually 
dripping  off,  or  is  evacuated  at  times  by  debilita¬ 
ting  noCturnal  or  diurnal  pollutions.  Sometimes 
it  is  difcharged  only  on  going  to  fiool,  when  the 
hard  feces,  during  their  paffage  in  the  reCtum, 
prefs  on  the  feminal  veficles  and  proftate  gland, 
and  thus  force  the  relaxed  orifices  of  their  excre¬ 
tory  dufts.  This  diforder,  however,  does  not 
arife  from  any  venereal  infeCtion,  and  but  feldom 
from  the  abufe  of  venery.  Its  moll  general  caufe 
is  maftrupation,  a#d  therefore  comes  not  within 
my  plan  at  prefent.  It  requires  a  moft  prudent 
and  careful  treatment ;  otherwife  the  patient  will 
fall  a  vi£lim  to  that  kind  of  conlumption  which 
we  call  with,  Hippocrates,  Tabes  dorfalis .  Whe¬ 
ther  the  diforder  mentioned  in  the  Old  Tefta- 
ment,  was  a  gonorrhcea  of  this  kind,  or  of  a 
different  nature,  I  dare  not,  as  I  have  already 
obferved,  take  upon  me  to  determine. 
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NOSOLOGICAL  TABLE,  illuf- 
trating  the  two  preceding  Chapters. 


Claf.  Locales . 

Ord.  Phlogojes . 

Genus,  BLENNORRHAGIA.  Anglis ,  Clap: 
Germanis,  Tripper :  Gallis,  Chaude-piffe :  ltd- 
Us,  Gonorroea. 

Charatter  in  Viris,  Titillatio  praecipue  in  urethra 
parte  anteriore  fub  fraenulo ;  fubfequente  poft  bi- 
duum  aut  quatriduum,  phlogofi  locali,  cum  ardore 
«t  dolore  in  mingendo ;  accedente  ftillicidio  mate- 
riei  puriformis  ex  urethra ;  corpore  cavernofo  ure» 
three  praeternaturaliter  turgefcente,  plerumque  cum 
cre&ionibus  membri  virilis  folito  frequentioribus, 
dolorificis. 

In  Faminis.  Titillatio  ad  orificium  vaginae  externum ; 
fubfequente  poft  biduum  aut  quatriduum  dolore, 
rubore  et  tumore  praeternaturali  prascipue  (ad  ra»- 
pham)  prope  commilTuram  labiorum  vulvae  inferio- 
rem  ;  accedente  ardore  et  dolore  ejufdem  partis  in 

mingendo;  cum  ftillicidio  materid  puriformis  ex 
vulva. 

Gonorrhoea, 

Gonorrhoea  virulent^ 

Gonorrhoea  maligna 
Gonorrhoea  venerea 
Fluor  albus  venereus, 

Ivf€wcorrhaa  venerea 


au&orum. 


C  raalignus 


Variat 
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Variat  ratione  fedis. 


Blennorrhagia  balanif  vulgo  gonorrhoea 
fpuria 

■-  . .  urethralis 

—  veficalis 

. -  labialig 

-  vaginalis 

uterina 

■■  naialh 


r  Materid  JtxenU^. 
ex  glande. 
ex  urethra, 
e  vefica. 

!e  labiis  vulva;* 
e  vagina, 
ex  utero. 

V  ©  nwribus. 


Species  funt, 

Blennorrhagia  fyphilitica, 
a*  Simplex. 

P  Complicata,  f.  ulcerofiu 

*/*  A  viru  fyphifitico  e  mafia  depofito  t 
Blennorrhagia  ab  acri  extcrno  applicato. 
Blennorrhagia  a  ilimulo  interno  applicato* 
Blennorrhagia  a  cancrouteri  aut  vagina?. 
Blennorrhagia  arthritica  ? 


Sequela  Blennorrhagiae  eft, 

BLENNORRHCE A.  Anglis,  Gleet :  Germans,  Nach- 
tnpper,  weifler  Flufs :  Gallis,  Gonorrhee  inveterce. 

thara&er.  Stillicidium  humoris  puriformis,  aut  mud 
limpid!,  ex  urethra  in  viris,  ex  orificio  vaginae  in 
temims  praeternaturalis,  fine  libidine  aut  dyfuria. 

Gonorrhoea  benigna 
Gonorrhoea  inveterata 
Fluor  albus  benignus 
Leucorrhoea 

Variat  ratione  fedis  ut  Blennorrhagia. 


au&ormm 


Species  prafHco  notatu  necefifarias  funt< 

Klennorrhoea  fimplex,  a  relaxations  vaforum. 
olcnnorrhcea  complicata : 


u  cum  ulcere, 

(%•  cum  icirrho  prolUtx, 


Sequel* 
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Sequelae  Blennorrhagiae  fyphiliticae  retropulfae 
funt : 


Tumor  tefficulorum. 
Ifchuria  urethralis. 

Bubo  ? 

Ophthalmia. 

Dyfeccea. 

Fluxus  puriformis  ex  oculis. 


ex  auribus 
e  naribus 


Syphilis 


Genus :  GONORRHOEA. 


Charatler.  Excretio  feminis  aut  muci  proflatae  prae¬ 
ternaturalis,  cum  vel  fine  ere&ione  et  libidine ;  ac- 
cedente  dolore  lumborum  et  atrophia. 


Gonorrhoea 

Pollutio  no&urna  debilitan9 
Excretio  feminis  involuntaria 


Species  funt 


a 
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Gonorrhoea  a  relaxatione  vaforum. 

Gonorrhoea  ab  ulcere  aut  erofione  du&uum  excretorioruia 
proflatae  et  velicularum  feminalium. 

Gonorrhoea  a  nimia  irritabilitat@j  potiflimum  per  manufiu* 
prationem  indu&a®  k 
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CHAP.  IV. 

On  the  Venereal  Swelling  of  the  Te/licles, 

.  .  -  \  i 

WHEN  a  Clap  has  been  treated  either  by 
improper  medicines,  or  the  patient  labour¬ 
ing  under  it  ufes  too  violent  exercife,  or  efpe- 
cially  if  he  catches  cold  in  the  part  affe&ed,  by 
expofing  it  to  a  fiream  of  air,  or  by  walhing  it 
with  cold  water,  one  and  fometimes  both  tefti- 
cles  begin  to  fwell,  often  to  an  enormous  fize, 
attended  with  all  the  fymptoms  of  a  local  in¬ 
flammation  ;  to  which  an  irritation  of  the  whole 
mafs,  and  a  violent  fever,  not  unfrequently  fuc- 
ceed.  This  difeafe  is  called  a  Swelled  Tejlicle ,  and 
fometimes,  though  very  improperly,  a  Hernia, 
humoralis. 

Previous  to  the  fwelling,  the  running  of  the 
clap  partly  or  entirely  ceafes  ;  but  fometimes  this 
will  only  happen,  at  leafl  to  an  obfervable  de¬ 
gree,  a  day  or  two  after  the  fwelling  has  a£lually 
appeared. 

That  the  fwelling  and  fymptoms  of  this  in¬ 
flammation  are  produced,  in  that  cafe,  merely  by 
the  irritation  of  the  poifon  lodged  lower  down  in 
the  urethra,  at  the  place  where  the  excretory 
dufts  of  the  feminal  velicles  open,  and  not  (as 
was  fuppofed  formerly,  for  want  of  anatomical 
knowledge  of  the  courfe  of  the  lymphatics)  from 
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an  abforption  of  the  poifon,  and  tranfpofition  of 
the  gonorrhoea  to  the  tefticle  itfelf,  is  now  gene- 
rally  admitted;  and  will  perhaps  be  more  evi¬ 
dent  from  the  obfervatiofts  which  I  (hall  lay 
down  upon  the  nature  and  feat  of  this  diforder, 
and  from  the  method  of  treatment  which  I 
found  the  mofl  fuccefsful  for  this  complaint. 

Hitherto  it  has  been  the  general  opinion,  that 
the  tefticle  itfelf  is  always  the  feat  of  this  difor¬ 
der.  But,  upon  a  more  clofe  attention  and  in¬ 
quiry,  I  find,  jirfl,  That  the  tefticle  itfelf  is  never 
fwelled,  or  in  the  leaft  affe&ed,  in  the  beginning 
of  this  complaint ;  but  that  the  only  affe£led  and 
fwelled  part  is  the  epididymis,  which  every  man 
may  eafily  convince  himfelf  of  by  a  careful  exa¬ 
mination.  I  faid,  the  tefticle  is  never  in  the  leaft 
affefted  in  the  beginning,  or  for  the  firft  five  or 
fix  days ;  and  if  it  becomes  affefted  afterwards, 
it  is  merely  owing  to  the  prepofterous  treatment. 
zdly,  I  have  conftantly  obferved,  that  the  fever 
which  frequently  attends  this  complaint,  efpe- 
cially  in  irritable  conftitutions,  is  never  a  pri¬ 
mary  diforder,  but  only  concomitant  to,  or  the 
eonfequence  of,  this  local  irritation ;  and  that 
for  this  reafon,  by  the  method  mentioned  here¬ 
after,  it  is  almoft  generally  in  the  power  of  the 
phyfieian,  if  called  upon  in  time,  to  prevent  any 
fever  taking  place. 

In  what  manner  this  fwelling  of  the  epididy¬ 
mis  is  produced  by  the  irritation  of  the  vene¬ 
real  poifon,  retropuifed  to  the  lower  part  of  the 
urethra,  I  think  unneceflary  here  to  explain  :  but 
we  fee  clearly,  from  the  caufe  afligned,  how  it 

happens., 
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happens,  that,  after  the  fwelling  of  one  tefticle 
is  gone,  the  other  is  fometimes  attacked ;  and 
that,  after  a  fuppre(fion  of  urine  from  a  retro- 
pulfed  gonorrhoea,  is  removed,  fometimes  a  fwell¬ 
ing  of  the  tefticles  arifes.  This  is  owing  to  the 
tranfpofition  or  change  of  place  of  the  poifon. 
It  will  further  appear,  from  the  nature  of  this 
diforder,  why  a  man  who  has  been  once  affefied 
with  a  fwelled  tefticle  is  fo  eafily  affefied  with  the 
fame  diforder  a  fecond  time.  But  in  order  to  efta- 
blifh  a  more  rational  and  effefiual  method  of  cure 
of  that  complaint,  than  has  been  hitherto  prac- 
tifed,  I  mull  oblerve,  that  this  fwelling  is  owing 
to  the  irritation  of  the  poifon  tranfpofed  to  a 
different  place  in  the  urethra,  and  not  to  the  tef¬ 
ticle  itfelf ;  and,  fecondly,  that  it  is  not  an  in¬ 
flammation  of  the  tefticle,  as  has  been  hitherto 
generally  believed,  but  only  a  fwelling  of  the  epi¬ 
didymis.  This  I  have  found  to  be  the  cafe  in 
all  my  patients  ;  and  faw  it  particularly  confirm¬ 
ed  in  two  cafes  where  a  fwelling  of  the  fame  kind 
was  brought  on  by  the  fimple  application  of  a  lar¬ 
ger  bougie,  and  cured  without  any  other  remedy 
than  by  leaving  off  the  ufe  of  the  bougie ;  which 
{hows  befides,  that  any  irritation  of  the  mouths 
of  the  excretory  duffs  of  the  feminal  veficles  may 
bring  on  this  difeafe*. 

Having  mentioned  thefe  obfervations  about  ihe 
nature  and  rife  of  a  complaint  which  is  fome¬ 
times  attended  with  very  difagreeable  confequen- 
ees,  I  fhall  firft  lay  down  fuch  rules  as  I  found  by 

E  expe- 

f  There  is  ajvothex  fpecies  of  this  difordex  meatioived  by-  lome 
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experience  the  moft  fuccefsful  to  avoid  it;  ani 
then  proceed  to  the  obfervations  I  made,  to  cure 
it  when  it  has  taken  place.  - 

To  avoid  a  fwelling  of  this  kind,  every  thing 
that  is  apt  to  bring  on  a  retropulfion  of  the  clap 
ought  to  be  carefully  avoided.  Such  are,  acrid 
afiringent  inje&ions,  walhing  the  penis  with 
cold  water,  &c.  or  expofing  it  to  the  cold  air,  as 
for  example,  making  water  in  a  ftreet  where  a 
cold  wind  blows  ;  violent  exercife  of  any  kind ; 
the  prepofterous  ufe  of  balfamics,  internally  or 
externally  ;  repeated  purges,  or  venery ;  which 
points  attended  to  carefully,  together  with  the 
wearing  of  a  bag-trufs,  from  the  beginning  of 
any  clap  whatever,  have  effe&uatly  fereened  my 
patients  from  this  diforder.  Not  one  of  them 
who  complied  with  the  rules  juft  mentioned  ever 
Was  affefted  with  this  difeafe. 

But  we  generally  find  our  patients  not  f# 
compilable,  or  we  are  called  in  to  fuch,  wh® 

having 

,  i  ♦ 
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Writers,  viz.  an  inflammation  of  the  teflicle,  arifing  from  fome  of 
2hc  venereal  poifon  being  depolited  there  from  the  mafs.  This 
kind  of  difeafe  never  came  under  my  obfervation,  and  I  therefore 

*an  fay  nothing  about  it.  We  are  alfo  told,  that  a  fwelled  teflicle 
arifes  fometimes  from  venereal  ulcers  of  the  glans  being  dried  up  : 
but  neither  do  I  recollect  to  have  obferved  any  cafe  of  this  kind  ; 
though  1  -have  feen  a  patient,  who,  two  years  ago,  was  affedtcdl 
with  a  fwelled  teflicle,  which  being  improperly  treated,  brought 
on  a  fiflula  in  ano.  This  was  operated,  and  nearly  healed  up, 
when  a  fwelling  of  the  teflicle  appeared  again ;  for  which  1  was 
oonfulted.  I  fucceeded  in  difperfing  the  fwelling,  by  bringing  on  at 
running  from  the  urethra.,  and  in  completing  the  cure  by  a  courfe 
•f  Eternal  remedies, 
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having  been  treated  without  any  attention  to 
thofe  rules,  are  already  affe&edSvith  the  fwelling. 
Thofe  require  our  compaffion,  and  the  imme¬ 
diate  application  of  every  means  poffible  to  re¬ 
lieve  them. 

The  caufe  of  the  diforder,  as  faid  ab^ve,  be¬ 
ing  an  irritation  of  the  mouths  of  the  excretory 
dufts  of  the  feminal  veficles,  from  the  venereal 
poifon  having  taken  its  feat  at  the  caput  gallina- 
ginis,  our  endeavours,  in  order  to  do  fomething 
effeftually  for  our  patient,  mud  be,  firft  to  allay 
the  irritation,  and  then  to  recall  the  poifon  to  its 
former  original  feat,  that  is,  re-eftablifh  the  run¬ 
ning  ;  both  which  to  obtain,  I  found  the  follow¬ 
ing  method  to  be  mod  efficacious. 

If  the  pulfe  be  accelerated,  full,  and  ftrong, 
be  is  to  be  bleeded  immediately ;  and  a  good 
quantity  of  blood  is  to  be  taken  from  him ;  re¬ 
gard,  however,  to  be  had  to  his  conftitution, 
and  other  circumftances.  If  there  be  no  irrita¬ 
tion  in  the  fyftem,  or  only  a  moderate  degree 
of  it,  bleeding  is  unneceftary,  (and  this  will  be 
nearly  always  the  cafe,  if  we  are  called  in  foon 
at  the  commencement  of  the  diforder) ;  being 
convinced,  from  repeated  obfervation,  that  a  fe¬ 
ver  in  this  complaint  is  never  an  original  difeafe, 
but  brought  on  only  in  confequence  of  the  irri¬ 
tation  of  thofe  delicate  parts. 

To  the  fwelling  a  common  poultice  of  bread 
and  milk,  with  a  little  oil,  or,  according  to  cir¬ 
cumftances,  fugar  of  lead,  has  been  recommended 
by  moft  writers :  but  having  feen  fo  little  effefft 
from  this  application,  I  have  not  for  many  years 
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part  made  ufe  of  it.  Inftead  of  a  poultice,  I  or¬ 
der  firft  a  glyfter  to  be  applied,  to  evacuate  the 
faeces,  if  the  patient  had  not  a  natural  ftool ;  and 
then  I  advife  him,  if  his  fituation  will  allow  of 
it,  to  fit  for  half  an  hour  in  a  warm  emollient 
bath.  If  he  cannot  have  that  convenience,  I 
place  him  in  a  perforated  chair,  upon  the  fleam 
of  hot  water,  for  the  fame  length  of  time ;  pre- 
vioufly  fufpending  his  te (tides.  From  thence  he 
is  to  be  carried  to  bed,  and  a  dry  bag  trufs  is 
immediately  applied,  in  order  to  keep  the  tef- 
ticles  conftantly  fufpended,  as  their  hanging 
down  produces  or  contributes  to  their  irritation 
A  warm  poultice  may  be  alfo  applied  to  the  pe¬ 
nis,  in  order  to  bring  on  the  running  again  ;  or, 
in  other  words,  to  determine  the  retropulfed  mat¬ 
ter  from  its  new  feat  to  come  back  to  the  old  one* 
But  what  I  found  principally  to  be  relied  on  is, 
to  adminifter  a  full  dofe  of  opium,  or,  according 
to  circumftances,  a  glyfter,  made  of  equal  quan¬ 
tities  of  linfeed  oil  and  barley-water,  with  a 
full  dole  of  laudanum,  to  be  injefled,  and  occa~ 
fionally  repeated.  He  mu  ft  keep  a  low  diet, 
drink  nothing  but  barley-water,  or  an  emulfion 
of  almonds. 

To  this  method  of  treating  fwelled  tefticles  by 
opium,  which  to  my  knowledge  is  new,  I  was 
led,  about  ten  years  ago,  by  a  fingular  circum- 
ftance  of  a  particular  friend  of  mine,  which  I 
think  unneceffary  to  relate ;  and  I  have  fincc 
feen  fo  good  and  fpeedy  effefts  from  it,  that  I 
mow  conftamly  make  ufe  of  it.  I  have  had  many 

inftances* 
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infiances,  where,  by  thefe  means,  the  fwelling 
and  pain  of  the  tefticle  were  removed,  and  the 
running  brought  on,  in  the  fpace  of  twenty-four 
or  forty-eight  hours ;  and  in  thofe  cafes  where 
it  had  not  that  effeti  fo  foon,  it  always  greatly 
relieved  the  patient,  and  prevented  a  fever.  In  all 
more  obftinate  cafes,  I  conftantly  obferve,  that 
the  fymptoms  of  irritation,  and  the  fwelling,  did 
never  quit  the  patient  till  the  running  of  the 
clap  came  on  again  ;  but  the  moment  this  latter 
took  place,  the  patient  found  himfelf  relieved  of 
the  pain  of  the  tefticle,  and  the  fwelling  gradually 
difappeared,  To  aftift  Nature  in  its  beneficial 
efforts,  the  opium  internally,  or  in  an  emollient 
glyfter,  is  to  be  repeated  every  twenty-four  hours ; 
the  parts  to  be  expofed  twice  or  three  times  a-, 
day,  for  a  quarter  or  half  an  hour,  to  the  fleam 
of  hot  water  or  milk ;  warm  poultices  to  be  con- 
ftantly  applied  to  the  penis. ;  and  the  accumulation 
of  faeces  in  the  re£ium  to  be  prevented,  by  a 
common  glyfter,  occafionally  repeated.  By  pro¬ 
ceeding  thus,  we  fliall  generally  have  the  fat  if- 
faction  to  cure,  in  a  few  days,  a  difeafe  which, 
by  a  different  method  of  treatment,  often  requires 
many  weeks  to  get  the  better  of. 

According  to  circumftances,  fome  other  more 
efficacious  means  to  re-eftablifh  the  running  tine 
fooner,  if  the  fymptoms  of  the  fwelling  feera 
dangerous,  might  likewife  be  tried,  and  applied 
as  mentioned  above.  The  re-eftabliftied  clap 
ought  to  be  treated  afterwards  in  the  common 
manner ;  taking  great  care  to  give  no  occafion  to 
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a  new  retropulfion,  which  in  fuch  cafes  eafily 
takes  place  a  fecond  time. 

If  the  fwelling  has  been  treated  improperly,  it 
frequently  happens  that  one  or  both  tefticles 
grow  hard ;  and  the  difeafe  is  then  commonly 
called  a  Schirrous  Tejlicle.  In  all  thofe  cafes  I  con- 
ftantly  found  the  epididymis  very  hard  and  much 
fweiled.  In  fome,  however,  probably  through 
the  length  of  time,  the  teflicle  itfelf  was  likewife 
evidently  affected,  accompanied  fometimes  with 
a  fenfation  of  a  painful  preffure,  but  frequently 
without  any  pain  at  all.  Mercury  given  internally, 
or  rubbed  in  externally  into  the  perinasum  and 
fcrotum  twice  a-day,  with  the  conflant  applica¬ 
tion  of  a  warm  poultice  made  of  the  root  of  atro * 
pa  mandr agora,  L.  I  found,  in  that  cafe,  a  ufe- 
ful  remedy.  The  cicuta,  applied  internally  and 
externally,  may  be  tried.  An  emetic  has  been 
fometimes  found  effectual,  The  decoftion  of  the 
bark  of  the  root  of  daphne  mezereum ,  L .  inter¬ 
nally,  and  a  poultice  of  it  externally,  has  lately 
been  very  much  recommended  ;  but  in  feveral 
patients  to  whom  I  have  given  that  decoftion,  I 
obferved  it  made  them  fo  lick  that  they  found  it 
impoffible  to  bear  it  on  the  ftomach,  even  when  I 
made  it  very  weak.  Van  Szvieten  once  told  me, 
that  he  had  given,  for  an  indolent  chronic  indu¬ 
ration  of  the  tefticles,  lapides  cancrorum,  an  ounce 
in  a  pint  of  good  Auftrian  wine,  or  old  hock,  ta¬ 
king  three  or, four  table-fpoonfuls  every  morning 
and  evening,  with  good  fuccefs.  I  once  tried  this 
remedy,  and  it  aniwered  extremely  well.  Af¬ 
ter  Van  Swietens  death,  I  met  a  patient  who 
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told  me,  that  he  had  been  cured  by  him  of  an 
hard  fwelled  tefticle,  though  not  from  a  venereal 
caufe,  by  the  fame  remedy  ;  and  that  he  had  been 
perfectly  well  ever  fince.  It  is,  however,  to  be 
obferved,  that  we  (hall  fometimes  be  difappointed 
by  all  thefe  remedies  ;  and  that  the  hard  fwelling, 
of  feveral  months  or  years  handing,  will  not 
go  oflf,  except  we  bring  on  the  running.  ' 

A  cancer  of  the  tefticle  requires  extirpation ; 
but  whenever  a  tefticle  is  cancerous,  or  in  its 
Itru&ure  difeafed,  we  ought  always  carefully  to 
examine  whether  the  lymphatics  of  the  fpermatic 
cord  are  not  at  the  fame  time  affefted  ;  in  this 
cafe,  the  kidney  of  the  fame  fide,  to  which  thofe 
lymphatic  veflels  go,  being  generally  difeafed,  the 
cxcifion  of  the  tefticle  proves  an  ufelefs  operation, 
and  would  only  expofe,  by  its  fatal  confequences, 
the  furgeorfs  reputation. 

We  are  told  by  fome  writers  on  this  fubjeS, 
that  a  venereal  inflammation  of  the  tefticles  fre¬ 
quently  terminates  in  a  fuppuration.  This  may 
fometimes  be  the  cafe  ;  but  never  happened  to 
any  of  my  patients.  I  am  therefore  inclined 
to  believe,  that,  if  it  happens,  it  more  frequent¬ 
ly  proceeds  from  a  bad  treatment,  than  from 
any  other  caufe.  But  perhaps  that  fpecies  of 
venereal  tefticles  which  we  are  told  arifes  from 
a  tainted  mafs,  (if  it  ever  exifts),  is  more  apt 
to  end  in  fuppuration,  than  that  arifing  from 
a  fupprefled  gonorrhoea,  which,  as  we  have  ieen 
above,  very  ieldom  aftefts  the  tefticle  itfelf.  One 
particular  cafe,  which  I  faw  eight  years  ago, 
though  not  venereal,  deferves,  perhaps,  to  be  men- 
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tioned  here.  A  young  man  of  twenty  years  of 
age,  affii&ed  with  fcrophulous  fwel  lings  about 
his  neck,  was  advifed  by  a  phyfician  to  make  ufe 
of  the  decodlum  lignorum ;  but  following  this 
advice  for  fome  weeks,  he  was  affedfed  with  a 
cough,  which,  in  a  fortnight  after,  ended  in  an 
hannoptyfis.  Though  he  now  left  off  the  decoc¬ 
tion,  and  made  ufe  oi  feveral  other  medicines 
prefcribed  to  him,  the  cough  continued  for  many 
months,  accompanied  with  fpitting  of  blood,  or 
mucus  {freaked  with  blood  occahonally.  Being 
confultea,  I  gave  it  as  my  opinion,  that  his  lungs 
were  affefted  with  fcrophulous  tubercles,  for 
which  I  knew  no  remedy ;  and  defired  him  to 
confult  the  firft  men  of  the  profeffion  in  the 
place;  though  the  remedies  ordered  by  them  did 
not  in  the  lead  alter  his  cough,  he  was  in  other 
refpefts  tolerably  well,  eat  with  appetite,  and 
flept  with  eafe.  One  day  he  came  to  me,  and 
complained  of  a  painful  fwelling  on  both  Tides 
of  the  inguina,  but  more  io  on  one  than  on 
the  other.  Upon  examining,  1  found  the  (per- 
made  cord  very  much  enlarged,  I  afked  him 
whether  he  had  made  free  with  the  fex.  He 
declared,  upon  his  honour,  he  had  never  lain 
with  a  woman  in  his  life,  for  fear  of  being  poxed ; 
but  laid  he  had  had  the  fame  complaint  feveral 
times  before,  and  felt  it  always  whenever  he  was 
in  company1  with  young  women,  who  itrongly 
excited  deli  re;  that  it  grew  fome  rnes  extremely 
painful,  infomuch  that  he  avoided  fuch  occafions 
as  much  as  poffible.  Having  been  in  fucri  a  fi¬ 
le  adon  the  day  before,  the  tame  pain  came  on ; 

but 
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but  had  continued  fo  much  longer  than  ufual, 
that  it  induced  him  to  apply  to  me  for  afliftance, 
I  advifed  hi m  to  apply  cold  water  to  the  parts, 
which  cured  him  of  his  complaint  in  a  few 
days.  Thus  much  I  thought  to  premife  to  what 
follows. 

Some  months  after,  he  complained  to  me  that 
one  of  his  tefticles  had  become  very  hard  with¬ 
out  any  apparent  caufe.  Upon  interrogating  him 
about  the  ule  of  women,  he  repeated  the  fame 
thing  he  had  done  before;  but  confeffed  that 
he  had  frequently  mafturpated  himfelf,  without 
knowing  that  fucn  a  practice  could  produce  any 
diforder.  *1  prefcribed  hemlock,  and  all  the  re- 
folvents  the  Materia  Medica  affords,  both  inter¬ 
nally  and  externally,  but  without  any  effeft:  the 
tefticle  grew  painful,  and  daily  larger;  and  at  laft 
burft,  and  a  fmall  quantity  of  purulent  matter 
was  difcharged.  On  my  return  to  town,  after  an 
abfence  of  fome  months,  he  told  me,  that  during 
that  time  a  fmall  difcharge  had  continued  ;  and 
that  feveral  fibres  like  white  threads  came  away 
from  the  ulcer  every  day.  Upon  examination, 
I  found  the  whole  tefticle  reduced  to  a  very 
fmall  fize,  and  the  ulcer  nearly  clofed  up, 
and  in  a  few  weeks  it  was  quite  healed.  His 
cough  continued  during  all  this  time ;  but  he  ap¬ 
peared  not  to  be  more  emaciated  than  when  he 
firft  applied  to  me.  Every  three  or  four  months, 
when  the  tickling  of  the  cough  Teemed  to  in- 
creafe,  and  he  was  afraid  of  a  {pitting  of  blood, 
he. was  bled  by  his  own  advice.  The  fpermatic 
cords  were  quite  natural.  The  fame  month  of 
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the  following  year,  the  other  tefticle  became  af- 
fe&ed  juft  as  the  former  had  been.  A  furgeon  of 
eminence,  who  had  treated  the  patient  with  me 
the  preceding  year,  was  called  in  during  my  ab« 
fence  ;  and  though  every  thing  was  done  for  him 
which  in  my  opinion  could  have  been  done,  when 
I  returned  back  to  town,  the  complaint  ftill  con* 
tinned,  and  had  now  lafted  for  ten  weeks.  At  the 
expiration  of  the  feventh  week,  the  tefticle  burft; 
and  now  whole  pieces  of  the  fpermatic  veffels 
of  the  tefticle  were  every  day  difcharged  from 
the  opening  ;  and  in  three  months  the  tefticle  was 
reduced  to  the  fame  fize  as  the  other,  viz.  to  that 
of  a  fmall  hafel-nut.  There  was  no  fwelling  in 
the  fpermatic  cords  ;  and  the  patient  told  me,  he 
had  ftri&Jy  followed  my  advice,  and  avoided,  for 
thefe  two  years,  his  bad  cuftom  above  mentioned. 
The  cough  continued ;  but  by  degrees  reduced 
him  fo  low,  that  he  died  two  years  after. 

The  phyfician  who  attended  him  laft  informed 
me,  that,  on  opening  the  body,  he  found  a  vo¬ 
mica  in  one  of  his  lungs,  and  many  large  hard 
tumours  or  tubercles  on  both  ;  but  he  had  not 
examined  the  tefticles.  From  what  caufe  the 
difeafe  of  the  tefticles  arofe,  whether  from  a 
fcrophulous  complaint,  or  from  mafturpation,  I 
do  not  pretend  to  afeertain ;  but  I  relate  the  cafe 
only  as  a  very  particular  and  remarkable  one, 
which  fhows,  that  there  may  fometimes  happen 
a  fuppuration  of  the  tefticles  even  with  the  great- 
eft  care  and  moft  judicious  treatment. 
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CHAP.  V. 

Of  the  Inflammation  and  Induration  of  the 

Prostate  Gland. 

IHave  nothing  in  particular  to  fay  on  the  in¬ 
flammation  of  the  proftate  gland,  except  when 
it  arifes  from  a  fupprefled  gonorrhoea.  In  that 
cafe,  we  fhouM  ufe  every  means  poflible  to  re- 
ftore  the  gonorrhoea,  particularly  thofe  recom¬ 
mended  for  fwelled  tefticles  arifing  from  the  fame 
caufe ;  becaufe,  if  this  inflammation  terminates 
in  fuppuration,  whether  the  abfeefs  breaks  into 
the  urethra,  bladder,  inteftinum  re£tum,  or  peri- 
nseum,  it  will  always  be  attended  with  very  difa- 
greeable  confequences.  The  fymptoms  of  an  in¬ 
flammation  or  fwelling  of  this  gland  are  known 
from  the  pain  and  difficulty  of  making  water ;  be- 
fides,  if  we  fliould  be  doubtful  whence  they  pro¬ 
ceed,  the  finger  will  clearly  tell  us.  If  a  fuppu¬ 
ration  has  already  taken  place,  we  have  only  to  ob~ 
ferve,  that  mercury  internally  and  externally  will 
be  neceflary,  and  afterwards  proper  injeftions,  the 
compofitions  of  which  are  not  particular,  and 
muft  entirely  be  left  to  the  judgment  of  the  prac¬ 
titioner. 

In  the  induration  or  feirrhofity  of  this  gland, 
the  remedies  recommended  for  indurated  tefticles 
or  buboes  will  be  ferviceable ;  but  efpecially  bli- 
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fters,  applied  repeatedly  to  the  perinseum,  and 
internally  the  hemlock  in  large  dofes. 

If  a  total  fuppreflion  of  urine  is  to  be  dreaded 
from  the  fcirrhous  fwelling  of  the  proftate^  as  is 
always  fooner  or  later  the  cafe,  every  means  pof- 
fihle  ought  to  be  tried  to  bring  on  a  fuppuration 
of  the  gland,  in  order  to  prevent  ftill  more  difa~ 
greeable  confequences. 
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C  H  A  P.  VI. 

Ou  the  Venereal  Ischury  and 

Strictures. 


A  Total  fuppreffion  of  urine,  occaiioned  ei¬ 
ther  by  the  remains  of  a  former  fyphilitic 
complaint,  or  of  a  prefent  venereal  virus  affefling 
the  urethra,  or  neck  of  the  bladder,  we  call  a 
Venereal  Ifchury;  and  a  partial  fuppreffion,  or  a 
difficulty  of  making  water  in  a  continued  and 
natural  ftream,  attended  with  pain,  and  a  fre¬ 
quent  defire  to  make  water,  ariiing  from  the 
fame  caufe,  is  commonly,  though  not  always 
properly,  called  a  Striliure . 

When  I  fay,  that  the  name  StriElure,  which  has 
been  given  to  the  latter  complaint,  is  often  a  very 
improper  one,  it  is  becaufe  a  partial  fuppreffion 
of  urine,  as  well  as  a  total  one,  may  arife  from 
different  caufes,  among  which  a  ftrifture  or  con- 
firiftionof  one  peculiar  part  of  the  urethra  is  only 
a  common  one. 

The  different  caufes  by  which  either  a  partial 
or  total  venereal  fuppreffion  of  urine  is  produced, 
are,  i/l.  An  inflammation  or  fpafmodic  contrac¬ 
tion  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  from  a  recent 
venereal  gonorrhcea  repelled.  2 dly,  A  chro¬ 

me  conilnciion  or  narrow nefs  of  one  particular 
part  of  the  urethra,  from  a  thickened  and  hardened 
portion  of  its  iubit&nce,  properly  called  a  Stric¬ 
ture. 
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ture.  gdly,  A  compreflion  of  the  neck  of  the 
bladder  or  urethra,  producing  a  partial  or  total 
abolition  of  its  cavity,  by  a  preternatural  fwell- 
ing  of  the  proftate  or  of  any  other  gland  of  the 
urethra.  J±thly>  A  prominent  cicatrix  of  a  pre¬ 
ceding  ulcer,  or  a  fungous  excrefcence  in  fome 
part  of  the  urethra,  commonly  known  by  the 
name  Caruncle . 

As  upon  the  perfefi  knowledge  of  thefe  caufes 
the  radical  cure  of  the  difeafe  entirely  depends, 
we  fhall  confider  them  more  minutely. 

Whenever  the  running  of  a  venereal  gonor¬ 
rhoea  is  flopped  by  any  caufe  whatever,  the  virus 
feems  to  go  lower  down  into  the  urethra,  and  to 
excite  there  a  fimilar  irritation  and  inflammation, 
as  it  did  in  its  former  place.  If  it  fixes  its  place 
at  the  caput  gallinaginis,  and  irritates  the  mouths 
of  the  excretory  du£ls  of  the  feminal  veficles, 
it  produces,  as  we  have  obferved  in  the  fore¬ 
going  chapter,  a  fwelling  of  the  epididymis,  or 
what  is  commonly  called  a  J\ welled  tejlicle .  If  it 
goes  ftill  lower  down  the  urethra,  and  fettles  at 
the  neck  of  the  bladder,  it  will,  in  thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  not  produce  a  fwelled  tefticle,  but 
an  irritation,  fpafmodic  contraction,  or  in¬ 
flammation  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  with  a 
total  or  partial  fuppreflion  of  urine.  The  poi- 
fon  in  that  cafe,  if  the  complaint  be  pro¬ 
perly  treated,  will  produce  no  other  difeafe  than 
a  fuppreflion  of  urine  for  a  few  days  only  :  after 
which  it  will  leave  that  place ;  and,  on  going  more 
forwards  into  the  urethra,  bring  on  either  a 
fwelled  tefiicle,  pr,  if  it  returns  to  the  fame  place 
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which  it  originally  occupied,  reproduce  the  run¬ 
ning,  with  the  common  fymptoms  of  a  clap,  and 
fo  by  degrees  at  laft  entirely  go  off,  without  lea¬ 
ving  any  bad  fymptom  behind  it.  But  this  fo 
much  wifhed  for  circumftance  does  not  always 
happen:  the  poifon  lodged  in  the  neck  of  the 
bladder  will  fometimes  produce,  befides  a  variety 
©f  very  difagreeable  fymptoms,  an  ulceration  in 
that  place,  or  in  fome  other  part  of  the  urethra. 
Though  the  difcharge  arifing  from  fuch  an  ulcer 
fee,  by  degrees,  partly  or  entirely  flopped,  and 
the  ulcer  itfelf  healed,  we  often  obferve  either  a 
soarftation  of  the  urethra  remaining  at  the  place 
where  the  ulcer  was ;  or  the  cicatrix  of  the  ul- 
«er  forming  a  kind  of  knot  or  protuberance  into 
the  paflage.  Sometimes  alfo  the  ulcers,  on  heal¬ 
ing,  will  form  large  granulations,  or  preternatural 
axcrefcences,  which  afterwards  produce  the  fame 
«ffe£t  as  a  prominent  cicatrix,  under  the  name 
of  Caruncles ;  or  the  proftate  gland,  or  any  of 
the  glands  of  the  urethra  itfelf,  ulcerated,  form 
a  fungous  excrefcence,  protruding  into  the  ure¬ 
thra,  or  neck  of  the  bladder,  and  thereby  pro¬ 
duce  an  anguftation,  or  a  total  abolition  of  the 
cavity  of  the  paflage.  Anatomical  difle&ions 
have  alfo  taught  us  lately,  that  two  ulcers  of  the 
urethra  in  oppofite  directions,  or  a  Angle  but 
large  one,  will  fometimes  partly  grow  together  by 
bands  crofling  the  cavity  of  the  urethra;  and 
whilft  the  lower  part  of  the  ulceration  remains 
open,  and  continues  the  difcharge  mentioned  in 
chapter  qu  Gkets>  the  upper  parts  grown  to¬ 
gether 
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getber  diminifh  or  abolifh  the  cavity  of  the  ure¬ 
thra,  and  thereby  prevent  the  free  oaffage  of 
urine. 

In  fome  of  thefe  cafes  the  patient,  efpecially 
by  living  fober  and  quiet,  is  able  to  make  water 
pretty  freely,  but  wants  a  long  time  in  doing  it. 
But,  on  committing  the  leaft  excefs  in  eating  and 
drinking,  or  by  taking  too  much  exercife,  the  dif- 
eafe  grows  evidently  worfe,  the  urine  comes  from 
him  either  in  drops  only,  or  runs  in  a  fmall 
and  interrupted  ftream,  exciting  great  pain  and 
uneafinefs ;  or  the  paffage  is  entirely  flopped,  and 
thus  endangers  his  life.  The  urine,  in  tnefe  cafes, 
fometimes,  as  I  have  feen,  forces  its  way  into  the 
reftum,  and  is  evacuated  by  the  anus ;  or  it  pro¬ 
duces  in  the  urethra,  behind  the  coarftation,  a 
dilatation,  erofion,  finufes,  or  a  fiflula,  through 
which  it  is  afterwards  conflantly  difcharged. 

The  further  back  in  the  urethra  this  difeafe  has 
its  feat,  the  more  difficult,  will  be,  in  general,  its 
cure,  and  the  more  danger  awaits  the  patient. 
The  more  inveterate  or  complicated  all  tnefe  fpe- 
cies  of  the  diforder  are,  the  more  difficult  is 
their  removal-  Thofe  arifing  from  a  callous  or 
contracted  ulcer  of  the  urethra,  are  more  eafily 
cured  than  thofe  arifing  from  a  protuberant  cica¬ 
trix  or  from  caruncles.  That  kind  of  ifchury 
which  owes  its  origin  to  a  retropuliion  of  a  recent 
clap,  I  have  obferved  eafier  and  fooner  to  be  re¬ 
moved  than  all  others ;  that  arifing  from  a  fcir« 
rhous  probate  is  fometimes,  but  not  always,  in¬ 
curable  ;  but  for  an  ifchury  arifing  from  a  fun¬ 
gous 
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^ous  excrefcence  in  the  urethra,  I  know  of  no  re¬ 
medy. 


Method  of  Treatment . 

The  firft  thing,  if  we  are  called  in  to  a  patient 
affefted  with  a  venereal  fuppreffion  of  urine,  is, 
to  inquire  or  fearch  for  the  caufe  of  the  dif- 
order,  whether  it  arifes  from  a  retropulfion  of  a 
recent  gonorrhoea,  or  from  old  complaints  within 
the  urethra.  Our  chief  aim,  in  both  cafes,  being 
to  remove  the  ifchury,  we  ought  to  examine, 
lft9  Whether  the  dileafe  is  ftili  merely  local,  or 
whether  there  is  a  general  irritation  of  the  fyftem. 
If  the  patient  has  a  quick  and  hard  pulfe,  bleeding 
is  neceffary.  The  quantity  of  blood  to  be  taken 
is  regulated  by  the  Rate  of  the  pulfe  and  confli- 
tution  of  the  patient.  A  man  of  a  ftrong  habit, 
or  of  a  plethoric  conftitution,  will  bear  the  lofs  of 
a  pound ;  whereas  half  that  quantity  taken,  will 
operate  fufficiently,  and  have  the  fame  effeft,  up¬ 
on  a  delicate  and  more  tender  habit.  It  ought, 
however,  to  be  obferved,  that,  in  fuch  cafes,  the 
patient  will  reap  more  benefit  from  one  copious 
bleeding,  than  from  two  or  three  fmall  ones  fuc- 
ceffively  made  one  after  the  other.  This  being 
done,  or  when  the  fyftem  is  not  affected,  the 
bladder,  if  much  diftended,  ought  to  be  evacua¬ 
ted,  and  the  catheter  applied  for  that  purpofe. 
Its  application,  however,  in  thofe  circumftances, 
is  fometimes  very  difficult,  nay,  even  impolfible. 
This  is  certainly  often  owing  to  the  caufe  of  the 
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diforder ;  but  much  depends  upon  fkilfui  ma¬ 
nagement  of  the  furgeon. 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  introduflion  of  the  ca¬ 
theter,  (after  the  patient  has  been  bled,  which* 
if  neceffary,  fhould  always  precede),  I  have  ex¬ 
perienced  the  following  management  to  be  ufefuh 
The  catheter  being  anointed  with  fweet  oil,  is  to 
be  introduced  gently.  As  foon  as  we  meet  with 
any  obflacle,  care  ought  to  be  taken  not  to  force 
it,  but  to  wait  a  little,  and  then  try  to  pufli  it  on 
again  gently ;  becaufe  this  obflacle  feems  fome- 
times  to  arife  folely  from  a  momentaneous  fpafm 
of  the  urethra,  excited  by  the  mechanical  irrita¬ 
tion  of  the  catheter  itfelf,  which,  if  we  difcon« 
tinue  pufhing,  frequently  goes  off  in  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes,  and  the  catheter  is  then  eafily  introduced 
further;  whereas  if  we  go  on  pufhing,  in  that 
cafe  the  fpafm  grows  more  violent,  and  renders 
the  introduftion  often  utterly  impoffible.  It  is 
owing,  probably,  to  this  fpafm  that  we  fee  fome- 
times  that  one  furgeon  is  able  to  introduce  it, 
while  another,  though  by  no  means  of  inferior 
fkill  and  capacity,  had  before  tried  it  in  vain.  If 
the  obflacle  be  at  the  caput  gallinaginis,  or  higher 
up,  we  may  very  often  remove  it  by  introducing 
a  finger  in  the  anus,  and  thus  aflifling  the  cathe¬ 
ter.  I  have  feen  inflances  where  the  introdu&ion 
of  the  catheter  proved  impoffible  as  long  as  the 
patient  was  lying  in  bed  ;  whereas  it  went  in  very 
readily  on  the  patient’s  fitting  on  the  edge  of  the 
bedhead,  his  feet  hanging  down.  I  have  alfo  ob- 
ferved  where  a  large  catheter  was  eafily  introdu¬ 
ced*  after  a  imaller  one  had  been  repeatedly  tried 
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without  fuccefs. — I  have  been  perhaps  too  full  in 
enumerating  all  thefe  circumfiances :  but  I  am 
confident,  that,  by  a  careful  attention  to  one  or 
the  other  of  thefe  points,  we  may  not  only  often 
fpare  our  patients  a  great  deal  of  pain,  but,  what 
is  perhaps  more  material,  prevent  a  lues  taking 
place;  which  eafily  happens  when,  by  a  rude 
treatment,  the  urethra  has  been  wounded.  I  have 
certainly  feen  the  moft  evident  venereal  fymptoms 
arife  in  the  habit  from  fuch  a  caule,  where  the 
patient  had  no  other  complaint  before  but  an  if- 
chury  from  a  fimple  retropulfed  clap.  If  the 
coarftation  of  the  urethra  be  fo  great  as  to  re- 
fufe,  even  under  the  juft-mentioned  precautions, 
any  catheter  whatfoever,  an  application  of  a  fmall 
£atgut  will  fometimes  fucceed,  and  prove  highly 
beneficial.  If  the  danger  is  not  fo  great,  viz.  the 
bladder  not  very  much  diftended,  and  confe- 
quently  the  immediate  difcharge  of  urine  not  fo 
preffing,  and  the  introduction  of  the  catheter 
proves  very  difficult,  fome  other  means  to  pro¬ 
cure  a  difcharge  of  urine  ought  to  be  applied  ; 
of  which  I  have  found  the  following  the  moft 
efficacious  and  ufeful.  A  common  glyfler,  mix¬ 
ed  with  fome  honey  or  lenitive  electuary,  fhould 
be  adminiftered,  in  order  to  evacuate  the  fae¬ 
ces,  and  thereby  to  prevent  the  con  ft  ant  ffimu- 
lus  which  their  accumulation  is  apt  to  excite. 
As  foon  as  the  faeces  are  evacuated,  a  glyfler  of 
equal  quantities  of  barley-water  and  linfeed  oil, 
with  a  full  dofe  of  the  tin&ura  Thebaica,  fhould 
be  adminiftered,  andoccafionally  repeated.  Every 
kind  of  medicine  or  food  apt  to  go  through  the 
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urinary  padages,  (hould  be  carefully  avoided; 
and,  for  the  fame  reafon,  the  patient  (hould  not 
drink  even  more  of  barley-water,  or  of  the  folu- 
tion  of  gum  arabic,  than  is  neceffary  to  quench 
his  third.  He  (hould  like  wife,  according  to  cir- 
eumdances,  be  put  in  a  warm  bath,  tempered 
with  milk  or  decoflion  of  bran,  for  half  an  hour 
or  an  hour,  and  the  fame  be  repeated  four  or  five 
hours  after ;  or,  what  I  have  found  often  very 
ferviceable,  he  (hould  fit  upon  a  perforated  chair, 
-  and  expofe  his  private  parts  to  the  (team  of 
hot  water  mixed  with  vinegar.  If  he  be  red- 
lefs  and  feveridi,  bleeding  will  fometimes  be  pro¬ 
per,  and  after  it  a  full  dofe  of  laudanum  fhould 
be  adminidered  to  him  in  the  evening.  The  ju¬ 
dicious  application  of  thefe  remedies  will  fome¬ 
times  anfwer  in  the  mod  delperate  circumdances. 

I  faw  once,  in  a  fuppreflion  of  urine,  where 
there  was  no  catheter  at  hand,  that  a  road- 
ed  onion,  applied  to  the  perinaeum,  by  the  ad¬ 
vice  of  an  old  woman,  had  the  effeft,  fo  that 
two  hours  after  the  application,  the  urine  flowed 
plentifully  :  and,  in  another  cafe,  the  life  of  an 
eminent  phyfician  in  the  army  was  faved  by  co¬ 
vering  the  glans  penis  with  the  frefii  pellicle  of  an 
egg  found  between  the  (hell  and  albumen.  As 
foon  as  the  pellicle,  growing  dry,  began  to  con- 
trad!,  the  urine  began  to  flow  plentifully  ;  but  on 
applying  it  the  fecond  time,  two  days  after,  when 
the  fuppreflion  of  urine  unexpedledly  returned,  it 
proved,  as  the  perfon  who  recommended  it  fore¬ 
told  us,  inefficacious,  and  the  patient  died.  Per¬ 
haps  the  volatile  liniment,  or  a  blifler,  applied  to 
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the  perinaeum,  would  produce  the  fame  effeft, 
with  more  certainty,  and  quicker,  than  the  re¬ 
medies  did  in  the  two  cafes  related. 

If  we  have  been  fo  happy  as  to  evacuate  the 
bladder  either  by  the  application  of  the  catheter, 
or  by  fuch  other  means  as  have  been  now  men¬ 
tioned,  our  next  care  will  be,  to  prevent  a  frefh 
accumulation  of  urine,  and  to  remove  as  foon  as 
poffible  the  caufe  of  the  fuppreffion.  The  firft 
will  be  effefted  by  continuing  the  fame  remedies, 
and  efpecially  (as  has  been  recommended  by  fome 
writers)  by  leaving  the  catheter  within  the  ure¬ 
thra.  This,  however,  none  of  the  patients,  whom 
I  have  hitherto  treated,  were  able  to  comply  with. 
They  fuffcred  fo  much  from  keeping  the  common 
catheters  applied,  whether  made  of  filveror  heel, 
flexible  or  inflexible,  as  made  them  conceive,  that 
the  pain  which  would  arife  from  a  repeated  appli¬ 
cation  of  the  catheter,  or  from  a  frelh  accumula¬ 
tion  of  urine  in  the  bladder,  could  not  poffibly  be 
greater ;  and  therefore  withdrew  the  catheter,  tho? 
they  were  very  defirous  to  have  retained  it  if  they 
had  found  it  poffible.  To  guard  againft  this  incon¬ 
venience,  1  could  never  find  out  a  remedy,  till  I 
tried  the  catheters  invented  by  Mr.  Theden,  firfi: 
furgeon  in  the  army  of  the  king  of  Pruffia.  They 
are  made  of  a  golden  wire  covered  withcaoutchouc 
or  elaflic  refin :  their  application  is  not  only,  in 
many  infiances,  eafier  than  that  of  the  com¬ 
mon  catheters,  or  of  hollow  bougies  of  any  kind  ; 
but  alfo,  in  all  inftailces  in  which  I  tried  them,  I 
found  the  patients  could  keep  them  applied,  after 
the  urine  was  difcharged,  with  much  lefs  incon- 
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venience.  They  are  therefore,  in  thofe  cafes* 
much  preferable  to  any  other.  But  if  we  have 
none  of  thefe  catheters  at  hand,  which  muff  be 
the  cafe  as  long  as  they  are  fo  difficult  to  be  got, 
and  fo  high  in  price’5*,  we  muft  liften  to  the  pa¬ 
tient’s  fuffarings,  withdraw  the  catheter  as  foon 
as  ii  becomes  too  troublefome,  and  have  recourfe 
immediately  to  fuch  remedies  as  will  tend  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  return  of  the  fuppreffion. 

To  fuch  as  are  in  poffeffion  of  any  of  thofe  ela- 
flic  catheters,  the  following  rules,  to  be  obferved 
in  their  application,  may  perhaps  be  acceptable. 

The  elaftie  catheter,  after  being  anointed  with 
fweet  oil,  is  introduced  in  the  common  manner. 
The  furgeon,  as  ufual,  gently  draws  with  one 
hand  the  urethra  towards  him,  and  holding  the 
catheter  with  the  fingers  of  the  other,  always  at 
a  diftance  of  an  inch  or  two  from  the  glans,  gra¬ 
dually  introduces  it ;  whilft  this  is  performing, 
the  catheter  generally  enters  the  bladder,  without 
any  particular  direftion  from  the  hand  of  the 
operator.  If  any  refiftance  be  found,  the  rules 
mentioned  above  are  to  be  obferved,  to  facilitate 
the  introduftion ;  but  if  the  refiftance  be  at  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  there  is  nothing  more  to  be 
done,  than  gently  pulhing  the  inftrument  for¬ 
ward,  at  the  fame  time  turning  it  from  the  right 
to  the  left ;  for  by  turning  it  in  the  oppofite  di- 
reftion,  the  fpiral  windings  of  the  gold-wire  of 
Mr  Theden’s  catheter  would  be  feparated.  If  the 
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furgeon  finds  the  obftacle  greater,  he  fhould,  as  I 
faid  above,  flop  the  introduction  till  the  contrac¬ 
tion  or  fpafm  of  the  fphinCier  veficae,  and  the  re- 
fiftance,  ceafes,  which  happens  for  the  moft  part 
in  a  very  fhort  time,  when  he  is  enabled  to  go 
through  the  paffage  eafily.  This  catheter  is  intro¬ 
duced,  like  a  common  one,  according  to  circum- 
ftances  with  or  without  a  probe.  After  remain¬ 
ing  in  the  urethra  for  fome  time,  on  being  ex¬ 
tracted,  it  is  generally  very  foft,  and  therefore 
unfit  for  being  ufed  again  until  it  has  been  clean- 
fed  and  dried,  and  put  for  a  little  time  in  a  cold 
place ;  which  operation  reftores  it  to  its  former 
firm  texture.  The  method  of  cleanfing  it  is,  to 
wafii  the  outfide  with  w^ater,  and  likewife  the  ca¬ 
vity  with  the  fame  applied  by  rinfing.  For  clean¬ 
fing  and  drying  its  infide,  a  long  needle  with  a 
filk  thread  will  be  moft  fit.  When  about  to  be 
ufed,  and  found  to  be  too  ftiff,  it  may  be  fof- 
tened  by  keeping  it  a  little  in  the  hand,  or  hold¬ 
ing  it  near  the  fire. 

But  if  all  our  endeavours  to  introduce  any  ca¬ 
theter  or  catgut  have  proved  unfuccefsful,  and 
the  danger  of  a  rupture  of  the  bladder,  from  its 
diftention,  be  imminent,  the  urine  muft  be  at  all 
events  difcharged.  This  (hould,  therefore,  not  be 
deferred  too  long ;  and  may  be  done,  according 
to  the  feat  of  the  diforder,  either  by  an  incifion 
into  the  urethra  behind  the  ftriQure,  or  feat  of 
the  ftoppage ;  or  if  that  feat  be  in  the  neck  of  the 
bladder,  and  the  incifion  and  introduction  of 
the  trocar  in  that  place  perhaps  be  found  too 
difficult  for  the  furgeon,  the  bladder  may  be 
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tapped  through  the  anus,  or  an  incifion  made 
above  the  fymphyfis  pubis,  and  the  bladder  be 
tapped  in  this  place,  under  the  peritonaeum  • 
which  is  not  a  very  difficult  nor  painful  opera¬ 
tion,  and  becomes  neceffary  to  fave  the  life  of  the 
patient. 

Thefe  are  the  means  generally  ufeful  to  give 
relief  to  the  patient,  in  all  cafes  of  ifchuria  urc - 

thrahs. 

But,  to  cure  that  diforder  radically,  its  caufe, 
as  I  faid,  ought  to  be  removed  ;  which  is  effe&ed, 
according  to  its  nature,  by  different  methods. 

If  the  ifchury  proceeds  from  a  recent  repul- 
fion  of  a  venereal  gonorrhcea,  the  running  muft 
be  brought  on,  and  the  clap  recalled.  For  this 
purpofe,  befides  the  general  remedies  before  men¬ 
tioned,  the  fleam  of  hot  water,  alone  or  mixed 
with  vinegar,  the  volatile  liniment,  &c.  applied 
to  the  perineum,  I  have  feen  and  experien¬ 
ced  many  times  to  be  the  mofi  efficacious  re¬ 
medies  to  remove  the  venereal  poifon  from  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  and  bring  on  the  running 
afreffi.  -  I  recommend  the  fufpenfion  of  the  tef* 
tides  during  the  application  of  the  fleam ;  be- 
caufe  I  have  feen  inflances  where  the  poifon,  leav¬ 
ing  the  neck  of  the.  bladder,  inftead  of  returning 
to  its  original  feat  under  the  frsenum,  has  fettled 
at  the  caput  gallinaginis,.  and  thereby  excited  a 
f welling  of  the  teflicle ;  which  I  have  never  ob- 
ferved  fince  I  took  the  above  precaution.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  patient  (hould  keep  quietly  in  bed, 
and  warm  poultices  Ihould  be  conflantly  applied 
to  the  genital  parts,  and  the  accumulation  of  the 
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faeces  be  carefully  avoided  by  glyfters.  Emetics 
are*  occafionally,  as  ufeful  m  this  cafe  as  they  are 
in  fwelled  teftieles ;  and  the  internal  ufe  of  opiates 
produces,  in  many  inftances,  a  fpeedy  effeft.  As 
loon  as  the  venereal  poifon,  on  leaving  the  neck 
of  the  bladder,  occupies  again  its  original  place, 
the  running  is  re-eftablifhed,  and  then  to  be  cu¬ 
red  as  gonorrhoeas  in  general  are ;  only  the  pa¬ 
rent  ought  to  take  the  greateft  care  to  avoid  all 
the  caufes  which  are  apt  to  bring  on  a  fimilar 
retropulfion ;  as  we  fee  daily,  that  fuch  a  retro- 
pulfion,  once  taken  place,  iseaftly  brought  on  a 
fecond  time,  and  fometimes  by  the  flighteft  ocea- 
fion. 

I  muft,  moreover,  obferve,  that  in  fuch  a  cafe* 
after  the  ifchury  is  removed,  I  always  found  the 
internal  ufe  of  mercury  neceffary  for  a  radical 
cure ;  having  feen  feveral  inftances  where  the  ab- 
forption  of  the  virus  took- place  during  the  fup- 
preffion,  and  excited  afterwards  evident  fymptoms 
of  its  prefence  in  the  mafs,  though  the  local  com¬ 
plaint  of  the  genitals  was  perfectly  cured. 

If  the  fuppreffion  anfes  from  a  chronic  com¬ 
plaint  of  the  urethra,  fuch  as  from  a  ftrifture  ac¬ 
companied  with  an  ulcer  of  the  urethra,  or  an 
erolion  of  the  excretory  du£is  of  the  proftate 
gland  or  the  feminal  vehicles,  this  caufe  muft  be 
removed  according  to  the  rules  laid  down  under 
the  article  Gleets  and  Venereal  Ulcers . 

If  the  ftri&ure  arifes  from  a  Ample  conftrifiion 
of  one  particular  place  of  the  urethra,  without 
any  ulceration,  our  endeavours  muft  be  to  dilate 
this  coarctation ;  which  owes  its  origin  either  to 
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an  ulcer  healed  up,  by  which  the  whole  circum* 
ference  of  the  urethra  is  leffened  ;  or  to  a  promi¬ 
nent  cicatrix  or  callofity,  occafioned  by  a  previous 
ulcer.  This  is  moll  effectually  obtained  by  a  long® 
continued  ufe  of  bougies,  beginning  with  the 
fmaller  ones,  and  fo  going  on  gradually  until  the 
patient  is  able  to  bear  thofe  of  the  largeft  fize. 
This  bougie  he  is  to  keep,  in  the  beginning,  for 
a  quarter  or  half  an  hour,  and  afterwards,  if  he 
can  bear  it,  for  feveral  hours,  morning  and  even¬ 
ing.  If  a  bougie  of  elaftic  refin  be  at  hand,  this 
precaution  is  hardly  ever  neceffary,  as  they,  grow¬ 
ing  foft  and  flefhdike  in  the  urethra,  produce 
little  or  no  uneafinefs.  But  as  this  kind  of  coarc¬ 
tation  or  ftri&ure  is  fometimes  fo  very  fmall  that 
it  does  not  even  admit  the  fmalleft  bougie,  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  afmall  catgut  is  an  excellent  invention. 
The  catgut  once  introduced,  and  left  for  fome  time 
in  the  urethra,  begins  to  fwell,  by  which  the  co~ 
arciated  paffage  infenfibly  enlarges ;  fo  that,  up¬ 
on  withdrawing  it  the  firft  time,  the  patient  is 
fometimes  able  to  make  water  with  unexpefted 
eafe  ;  and  the  next  time  a  larger  may  be  eafily  in¬ 
troduced,  and  have  the  fame  good  effeft. — If  by 
thefe  means  we  have  by  degrees  dilated  the  ure¬ 
thra  fo  far  as  to  admit  the  largeft  catgut,  a  bougie 
may  be  introduced  ;  the  ufe  of  which  is  to  be 
continued  for  feveral  weeks  after  he  is  perfe&Iy 
cured  and  able  to  make  water  in  one  large  conti¬ 
nued  natural  ftream. 

If  the  coarft ation  does  not  even  admit  of  a  cat¬ 
gut,  and  the  feat  of  the  diforder  is  at  a  place 
which  we  can  come  at,  an  incifioninto  the  urethra 
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behind  the  coarfiation  is,  as  I  have  faid  above,  the 
moftadvifeable :  by  thefe  means  the  urine  will  be 
difcharged  through  the  incifion,  whenever  necef- 
fary,  and  the  return  of  the  fuppreffion  thereby 
effefiually  prevented.  We  may  afterwards  eafily 
dilate  the  wound,  palling  the  knife  through  the 
coarftation  ;  and  then  introduce  a  bougie,  which 
the  patient  is  to  wear  until  the  ftrifture  is  removed 
and  the  whole  healed  up,  and  thus  the  complaint 
radically  cured .  The  fame  method  will  be  alfo  fome- 
times  necelfary  if  the  urine  accumulated  behind 
the  coar&ation  has  forced  its  way  either  through 
the  inteftinum  reftum,  in  which  cafe  the  patient 
will  void  his  urine  with  the  faeces  through  the 
anus,  or  by  a  fiftulous  opening  through  the  peri- 
naeum.  But,  in  thefe  cafes,  it  will  be  in  general 
necelfary  to  let  him  go  through  a  courfe  of  mer¬ 
curials  before  we  proceed  to  the  operation  of  the 
fiftula ;  otherwife  we  fhall  find  ourfelves  very  of¬ 
ten  difappointed  in  curing  this  latter :  if  he  has 
not  ftrength  enough  to  undergo  fuch  a  courfe,  as 
is  frequently  the  cafe,  he  his  to  be  prepared  by  a 
proper  diet  and  medicine.  On  performing  this 
latter  operation,  an  incifion  mult  alfo  be  made 
through  the  ftri£iure,  the  original  caufe  and  feat 
of  the  diforder  ;  and  the  patient  is  to  wear  a  bou¬ 
gie  during  the  cure,  and  for  fome  time  afterwards, 
as  in  the  cafe  juft  before  mentioned. 

If  the  ifehury  arifes  from  excrefcences  or  ca¬ 
runcles,  as  they  are  commonly  called,  it  has 
been  advifed,  by  one  of  our  molt  ingenious  fur- 
geons  in  London,  to  introduce  a  covered  cauftic 
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into  the  urethra  to  the  caruncle,  and  apply  it 
thereto.  To  perform  this  properly,  an  inflmment 
has  been  invented :  but  whether  this  application 
is  attended  with  fafety  and  fuccefs  in  praftice, 
I  have  as  yet  had  no  opportunity  to  afcertain.— 
The  incifion  of  the  urethra  at  the  place  where 
the  feat  of  the  diforder  lies,  and  the  cutting  out 
of  thofe  extraneous  bodies,  has  been  propofed  by 
others.  But  I  have  never  yet  heard  of  any  cafe 
where  this  operation  had  been  performed. 

If  a  fcirrhofity  or  hard  fwelling  of  the  proftate, 
or  a  fungous  excrefcence  of  the  fame  glatid,  all 
the  remedies  recommended  for  refolving  fuch  a 
fwelling  ought  to  be  tried ;  and  if  they  fail,  we 
fhould  endeavour  to  bring  the  gland  rather  to  a 
fuppuration,  than  to  let  a  diforder  increafe  which 
fo  frequently  proves  fatal. 

If  a  fwelling  of  any  of  the  fmaller  glands  of  the 
urethra  fhould  prove  the  caufe  of  the  ifchury,  and 
the  moil  powerful  refolvents  fhould  prove  ineffec¬ 
tual,  I  would  advife  my  patient  rather  to  have  the 
extirpation  of  the  tumour  performed,  than  to  live 
in  the  conftant  anxiety  about  the  dreadful  confe- 
quences  from  this  complaint. 
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CHAP.  VII. 

On  Venereal  Ulcers, 

1  .  ,.<•  ..  i 

AN  ulcer  arifing  in  any  part  of  the  body  from 
a  venereal  caufe  is  called  a  venereal  ulcer ,  or 
commonly  a  fhanker  (or  chancre) ;  a  name  adapt¬ 
ed,  probably,  to  exprefs  its  corroding  nature. 

Venereal  ulcers  owe  their  origin  either  to  ^pri¬ 
mary  or  to  a  fecondary  infedlion;  viz.  to  thevene- 
reaLvirus  originally  applied,  or  depofited  from  a 
tainted  mafs  on  the  furface  of  the  body.  Both 
kinds  may  arife  on  any  part  of  the  body  ;  but  they 
appear  more  frequently  upon  parts  which  are  not 
covered  with  the  cuticle  ;  fuch  as  the  glans  penis, 
the  inlide  of  the  prepuce,  the  urethra,  the  labia 
pudendi,  nymphae,  lips,  mouth,  nipples,  &c.  Of 
internal  venereal  ulcers  we  have  not  yet,  as  far  a§ 
I  know,  any  authentic  obfervation. 

Though  venereal  ulcers,  as  I  have  juft  now 
obferved,  do  generally  and  moft  frequently  ap¬ 
pear  only  on  parts  which  are  not  covered  with 
the  cuticle,  efpecially  in  the  glans,  prepuce,, 
mouth,  &c.  yet  we  meet  not  unfrequently 
with  cafes  where  they  affe£l  parts  covered  with 
the  cuticle ;  as  the  penis,  fcrotum,  thigh,  &c9 
There  are  likewife  inftances  where  furgeons  perr 
forming  fome  operations,  or  perlons  aftifting  m 
the  delivery  of  women,  have  had  the  misfortune  of 
being  aflefled  with  venereal  ulcers  in  their  hands 

or 
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or  arms.  In  all  cafes  of  this  latter  kind,  the  pol- 
fon  feemed  to  me  univerfally  to  operate  more 
powerfully  than  when  originally  applied  to  the 
parts  not  covered  with  the  cuticle,  or  when  de« 
pofited  from  a  tainted  mafs,  I  know  a  midwife, 
who,  having  been  infefled  in  this  manner  feve- 
ral  years  ago,  ftill  fuffers  from  the  difeafe,  and 
we  have  another  inftance  in  this  metropolis,  of 
an  eminent  male  praftitioner  in  the  fame  art, 
who,  by  delivering  an  infe&ed  woman,  got  ulcers 
in  his  hand,  and  at  this  prefent  time  ftill  labours 
under  the  confequences,  though  it  is  now  three 
years  fince  he  received  the  infection.  I  know  a 
gentleman  who,  wounding  his  finger  by  accident 
with  a  penknife,  expofed  it  the  fame  evening  to 
infe&ion,  without  fufpefting  any  bad  confequen¬ 
ces  :  the  wound  changed  in  two  days  to  a  very 
bad  venereal  ulcer,  accompanied  with  a  painful 
and  obftinate  fwelling  of  the  whole  arm  together 
with  a  bubo  under  the  arm-pit,  and  fymptoms 
of  a  general  infe£tion. 

Though  I  have  with  the  greateft  care  attended 
to  all  the  cafes  of  this  kind  which  fell  under  my 
obfervation,  I  could  not  difeover,  in  the  confti- 
tutions  of  the  patients,  any  particular  caufe  of 
fuch  violent  fymptoms.  In  two  inftances,  the 
patient  before  and  afterwards  had  venereal  ulcers 
in  places  not  covered  with  the  cuticle,  and  the 
poilbn  there  produced  the  common  fymptoms 
only.  It  feems  therefore  probable  tome,  that,  ia 
order  to  excite  primary  venereal  ulcers  upon  a 
place  covered  with  the  cuticle,  the  vims  muft  ei¬ 
ther 
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ther  be  extremely  acrid  in  its  nature,  or  produce 
more  violent  eftefts  on  account  of  its  being  ap¬ 
plied  to  parts  which  have  no  mucus  to  dilute 
it,  or  to  defend  themfelves  from  its  acrimony. 
We  at  leaft  very  feldom  obferve  fuch  violent 
and  obftinate  effe£ls  in  primary  venereal  ulcers 
upon  parts  not  covered  with  the  cuticle,  or  in  fe- 
condary  ones  arifing  upon  any  part  of  the  furface 
of  the  body.  This  is  owing  molt  probably,  in  the 
former  cafe,  to  the  poifon  meeting  with  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  mucus  to  dilute  it,  and  in  the  latter  to  its 
having  been  diluted,  or  having  undergone  fome 
change  by  its  previous  mixture  with  the  mafs. 

Venereal  ulcers  though  arifing  from  a  primary 
infeftion,  are  either  local  or  univerfal;  viz.  the 
venereal  virus  having  been  applied  to  the  part, 
and,  by  its  ftimulus,  produced  an  irritation  and 
fubfequent  erofion,  is  confined  ftill  to  that  part 
only ;  or  it  has  been  already  abforbed  into  the 
mafs,  and  thereby  infeCis  the  whole  body.  This 
diftinflion  is  ufeful  and  neceffary  in  praftice ;  ul¬ 
cers  of  the  latter  kind,  like  thofe  arifing  from  a 
fecondary  infefiion,  never  being  curable  without 
a  courfe  of  medicines  which  purify  the  mafs  from 
the  venereal  infefiion;  whereas  the  former  may 
be  cured  by  mere  local  applications. 

But  here  I  muft  take  notice  of  another  di- 
ftinflion  which  is  of  the  greateft  importance  in 
praftice,  and  to  which  writers  on  this  fubject 
feem  hitherto  not  to  have  paid  due  attention. 
Ulcers  arifing  on  the  genitals  are,  now-a-days, 
fometimes  after  the  fhghteft  examination,  ge¬ 
nerally 
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nerally  pronounced  to  be  venereal,  and  treated 
as  fuch  :  yet  it  is  certain,  and  daily  experience 
fhows,  that  ulcers,  both  of  the  fauces  and  geni¬ 
tals,  may,  in  our  days  as  well  as  the  days  of  Cel- 
Jus,  arife  from  acrimonies  or  miafmata  which 
have  nothing  in  common  with  the  venereal  virus. 
However,  by  not  attending  properly  to  this  point, 
I  have  not  only  feen  the  honour  of  innocent  per- 
fons  brought  into  queftion,  but  patients  by  an 
improper  treatment,  reduced  to  a  miferable  fitu- 
ation. 

But  the  more  dreadful  confequences  I  have 
oblerved,  when  ulcers  of  the  mouth  and  fau¬ 
ces,  occafioned  by  the  ufe  of  mercury  itfelf, 
efpecially  under  a  falivation,  are  miftaken;  or 
when  ulcers  are  confounded  with  venereal  ones, 
which  at  firfl;  really  owed  their  origin  to  the 
venereal  virus,  but  during  a  mercurial  courfe 
affume  a  different  appearance,  and  feem  to  have 
entirely  changed  their  venereal  nature :  in- 
Head  of  healing,  to  which  point  they  feem- 
ed  to  approach,  they  now  prove  not  only  ob¬ 
stinate,  but,  yielding  a  thin  ichorous  difeharge, 
grow  worfe  under  the  continuation  of  the  fame 

remedy,  and  fpread  further  and  further, - To 

fhow  the  importance  of  thefe  diilinftions  more 
evidently,  I  fhall  fubjoin  an  account  of  a  few 
cafes  relating  to  that  fubjedl;  but  fpeak  more 
efpecially  about  their  nature  below,  under  the 
head  of  Venereal  Complaints  incurable  by  Mer¬ 
cury, 

A  gentleman  twenty-one  years  of  age,  of  a 
ftrong  plethoric  confutation,  confulted  me  fome 
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time  ago  about  a  Ihancre,  as  he  called  it,  of  the 
glans  penis,  with  which  he  had  been  afflifted  for 
eight  or  nine  months.  He  had  confulted  at  the 
time  he  got  it,  an  eminent  furgeon  at  Dublin, 
who  prelcribed  a  courle  of  mercurials.  He  was 
falivated ;  but  the  ulcer  not  healing,  mercurial 
fumigations  were  applied  for  fome  time  to  the 

!>art  affefted  ;  by  which  the  ulcer  feemed  to  grow 
efs,  and  of  a  better  appearance,  but  did  not  heal. 
He  was  therefore  advifed  to  a  fecond  mercurial 
courfe,  with  different  preparations  of  mercury 
internally  and  externally ;  but,  under  this  courfe, 
the  ulcer  grew  larger,  deeper,  and  in  every  re- 
fpeft  worfe.  In  that  condition  he  came  to  Lon¬ 
don,  and  confulted  me.  Upon  examining  his  cafe, 
I  found  a  large  deep  ulcer  of  the  glans,  with  hard 
and  prominent  borders,  extremely  fenfible  upon 
the  leaft  touch :  its  balls  appeared  reddilh  and 
pretty  clean ;  but  the  difcharge  feemed  to  be 
of  an  acrid  corrolive  nature,  by  which,  indeed, 
half  the  glans  was  already  confumed.  I  told 
him  that  I  had  feen  feveral  ulcers  of  this  kind 
before  ;  that  it  was  not  of  a  venereal  nature ; 
and  that  mercury,  according  to  my  obfervation, 
was,  in  that  kind  of  ulcers,  no  fit  remedy :  that  I 
could  cure  him,  but  that  it  would  require  at  lead 
two  or  three  months  time  ;  upon  which  he  left  me, 
promifing  he  would  call  the  next  day  and  put  him- 
felf  under  my  care :  he  did  not,  and  I  heard  no 
more  of  him  till  four  months  after,  when  he 
fent  for  me.  His  complexion  was  lively  and  frelh 
when  I  faw  him  firft ;  but  was  now  of  fuch  a  fickly 
and  cachectic  appearance,  that  I  hardly  knew  him,. 

G  His 


$$  ON  VENEREAL  ULCERS. 

His  (lory  was  as  follows:  That,  having  been 
diflatisfied  with  my  firft  opinion  upon  his  cafe, 
and  with  the  advice  I  gave  him,  he,  at  the  defire 
of  a  friend,  had  thought  proper  to  confult  ano¬ 
ther  perfon:  That,  after  a  clofe  examination, 
this  perfon  had  pronounced  his  ulcer  venereal, 
and  had  allured  him  that  nothing  but  mercury 
could  cure  him ;  that  he  had  not  taken  enough 
of  mercury,  nor  the  preparation  which  was 
deemed  beft  in  thofe  cafes  ;  and  that,  far  from 
two  or  three  months  being  required  for  curing 
him,  his  preferiptions  would  effe£l  a  radical  cure 
in  three  or  four  weeks  time :  That,  upon  thefe 
affurances,  he  had  immediately  fubmitted  to  a 
new  mercurial  courfe,  which  had  brought  on  a 
gentle  falivation ;  but  with  fo  little  effefl;,  that 
though  the  ulcer  feemed  to  grow  remarkably 
better  during  the  firfl  three  or  four  weeks,  it  af¬ 
terwards,  inftead  of  healing,  had  corroded  the 
reft  of  the  glans  with  part  of  the  urethra.  Upon 
which  another  furgeon  was  called  in  confultation,, 
who  advifing  the  amputation  of  the  part  affefled, 
and  the  former  refufing  to  perform  it,  he  had  refoL 
ved  to  drop  their  further  advice,  and  to  hear  mine 
once  more.  I  found  the  part  very  much  fwelled, 
the  prepuce  affe&ed  with  a  perfetl  phymofis,  andthe 
urine  difeharging  through  three  or  four  different 
holes.  I  advifed  him  therefore  to  have  the  pre¬ 
puce  cut,  in  order  to  fee  the  ftate  of  the  ulcer¬ 
ation,  to  clean  the  ulcer,  or  to  apply  fuch  medi¬ 
cines  as  fhould  be  thought  proper.  Internally  I 
preferibed  him  feme  ftrengthening  medicines* 
He  ufed  thefe  far  eight  or  ten  days;  but  the  ope¬ 
ration 
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ration  he  put  off  from  day  to  day ;  when  he  was 
advifed  by  one  of  his  friends  to  confult  another 
phyfician,  who,  by  means  of  a  decoftion  of  hem¬ 
lock  and  ginfeng  root,  promifed  to  do  fomething 
more  for  him  than  hitherto  had  been  done.  This 
deco&ion  he  took  for  a  Ihort  time  with  very  little 
effeft,  the  erofion  going  on  further  and  further. 
At  lall  another  phyfician  was  confulted,  who  in¬ 
filled  upon  a  llrengthening  courfe  of  medicines, 
nourilhing  diet,  the  enjoyment  of  country  air, 
and  bathing  in  the  fea ;  by  which  means  he  is 
now  re-eltablilhed  with  the  lofs  of  half  his 
penis ;  which,  had  he  followed  my  advice  from 
the  beginning,  would  have  been  nearly  wholly 
prefer  ved. 

I  make  the  following  obfervations  upon  this 
cafe.  Firjl ,  That  I  think  it  extremely  improper  to 
adminifter  a  courfe  of  mercurials  for  a  local  ve¬ 
nereal  ulcer ;  which  was  the  cafe  with  this  gen¬ 
tleman  when  he  firft  applied  to  the  furgeon  at 
Dublin :  That  a  fecond  courfe  and  falivation  with 
mercurial  fumigations  were  Hill  more  improper  z 
That  advifing  him  a  third  courfe  of  mercurials, 
after  the  two  former  were  found  ufelefs,  was  not 
only  very  injudicious,  but  extremely  hurtful, 
as  it  rendered  him  unable  for  propagation,  to 
the  great  forrow  of  his  family :  That  the  advice 
given  by  the  laft  phyfician  to  ufe  fome  llrength- 
cning  medicines,  with  a  nourilhing  diet,  to  go 
to  the  country,  and  to  bathe  in  the  fea,  was  a. 
judicious  and  honelt  one :  and  that  the  patient, 
who  was  only  brought  to  follow  this  latter  advice 
by  the  fenfe  of  his  fufferings,  would  have  been 
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free  of  all  this  mifery,  had  he  followed  my 
vice  in  the  beginning. 

I  was  confulted  in.  another  cafe,  where  ulcers  of 
the  throat  arifing  during  a  mercurial  courfe,  being 
taken  for  venereal  ones,  and  treated  accordingly, 
by  the  continued  internal  ufe  of  mercury,  be¬ 
came  fo  bad,  that  both  the  tonfils,  together  with 
the  velum  pendulum,  were  almoftentirely  confum- 
ed,  and  the  patient  reduced  to  a  moft  miferable 
fituation,  when  only  by  leaving  off  the  mercury* 
and  by  the  adminiftration  of  a  quite  different 
courfe  of  medicines,  he  recovered.  And  Mr 
Brambilla  gives  us  an  account  of  a  patient,  wh®? 
under  a  courfe  of  mercury  being  affefted  with  ul¬ 
cers  of  the  fauces,  which  having  been  miflakenby 
the  furgeon  for  venereal  ones,  not  only  loft  his 
velum  by  the  continued  ufe  of  mercury ;  but  had 
a  caries  maxillae  brought  on,  which  proved  fatal 
to  the  patient.  The  fame  author  likewife  obferves* 
that  inflammatory,  tumours  or  ulcers  growing 
gangrenous,  are  by  the  internal  or  external  ufe 
of  mercury  conftantly  rendered  worfe,  though 
they  evidently  owed  their  origin  to  a  venereal 
caufe.  I  myfelf  have  feen  many  inftances,  where 
patients  affe&ed  with  venereal  ulcers,  united  with 
a  fcorbutic  habit  of  body,  by  the  imprudent  ufe 
of  mercury,  not  only  were  reduced  to  a  moft 
wretched  condition,  but  even  to  death.  Mr  Fabre9 
in  the  Supplement  to  his  Obfervations  on  the 
Venereal  Difeafe,  relates  likewife  feveral  cafes* 
where  ulcers,  though  evident  ly  arifing  from  a  ve¬ 
nereal  caufe,  by  a  long  continued  ufe  of  internal 
and  external  mercurials,  and  even  repeated  fa- 
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livations,  not  only  remained  without  cure,  but 
were  brought  to  a  ftate,  which  afterwards  yielding 
to  no  other  medicines  whatever,  proved  fatal. 
Whence  I  think  it  will  evidently  appear,  that, 
in  praftice,  we  ought  to  beftow  the  greateft  at¬ 
tention  in  diftinguilhing, 

1  ft,  Local  venereal  ulcers  from  univ erf al  oner; 
viz.  from  thofe  united  with,  or  ariftng  from,  a 
tainted  mafs. 

2 dly,  Simple  univerfal  venereal  ulcer s, from  com¬ 
plicated  ones ;  viz.  fuch  as  are  united  with  fymp- 
toms  of  fcorbutus,  fcrophula,  &c. 

%dly,  Ulcers  of  the  genitals,  mouth ,  fauces ,  &c» 
arinngoriginally  from  other  caufes  ;  for  example, 
brought  on  by  the  acrimony  of  the  faliva  during 
the  internal  ufe  of  mercurials,  or  mercurial  fu¬ 
migations  from  real  venereal  ones.  But,  princi¬ 
pally, 

4  thly.  Ulcers  of  the  mouth ,  nofe,  genitals ,  groins9 
&c.  which,  though  feemingly  or  evidently  brought 
on  by  a  venereal  caufe,  have  now,  as  it  were, 
changed  their  nature,  at  leaf!  fo  far,  that  mercury 
has  no  further  good  effefl  upon  them,  but  rather 
the  contrary. 

The  chara&ers,  by  which  tihofe  different  kinds 
of  ulcers  may  be  diftinguifhed,  are  not  eafily 
defcribed;  infpeftion  and  practical  knowledge 
muff  be  our  belt  guide.  An  attention  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  points,  however,  may  affifi  us  in  forming 
a  judgment. 

Venereal  ulcers  are,  in  general,  pretty  eafily 
diftinguifhed  by  their  hard  margin  or  borders, 
by  the  lardaceous  cruft  with  which  their  bafts  is 
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covered,  and  by  the  preternatural  rednefs  of  the 
fkin  all  round  the  ulceration ;  which  will  be  ren¬ 
dered  more  probable  if  the  patient  is  confcious 
that  he  has  previoufly  expofed  himfelf  to  the  in- 
feflion.  As  there  may,  however,  arife  ulcers  in  the 
genitals,  of  a  different,  or  fometimes,  perhaps,  of 
a  nearly  fimilar  appearance,  from  other  caufes,  as 
has  been  long  ago  taken  notice  of  by  the  moft  an¬ 
cient  medical  writers,  and  confirmed  in  feveral  in- 
flances  by  my  own  obfervation,  we  (hould  be 
cautious  and  never  form  a  ralh  judgment  about 
the  nature  of  fuch  ulcers,  nor  pronounce  them 
venereal  before  we  are  perfe&ly  affured  of  it.  By 
following  a  contrary  method,  we  may  not  only 
hurt  the  reputation  of  an  honeft  perfon,  and  dis¬ 
turb  friendfhip,  and  fometimes  matrimonial  hap- 
pinefs,  as  I  formerly  mentioned  with  refpeft  to 
gonorrhoeas  ;  but  do  material  harm  to  the  patient, 
by  adminiftering  improper  medicines.  Ulcers 
which  are  not  of  a  venereal  nature,  may  be  diftin- 
guifhed  from  venereal  ones, 

\Ji ,  By  their  different  appearance. 

2 dly3  By  their  arifing  only,  or  growing  worfe, 
during  the  ufe  of  mercury. 

3 dly,  By  their  havingbeen  unfuccefsfully  treated 
with  mercury  before. 

4 thly.  By  their  exquifite  fenfibility. 

Sthly,  By  the  relaxed  ftate  of  the  whole  body, 
or  by  the  flabby  relaxed  appearance  with  an 
ichorous  difcharge  from  the  affefled  part. 

6thly,  By  fymptoms  of  other  diforders,  either 
alone,  or  accompanied  with  venereal  ones. 
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Method  of  Cure . 

It  has  been  advifed  by  feveral  eminent  medical 
writers,  to  treat  all  real  venereal  ulcers  or  (hancres 
in  the  fame  manner,  viz.  by  internal  mercurials 
only,  and  never  to  make  ufe  of  any  external  ap¬ 
plication.  Several  fpecious  reafons  have  been  al° 
ledged  for  fuch  a  treatment ;  which,  however,  are 
not  fatisfadlory  to  me.  They  fay,  that  (hancres 
are  figms  of  the  prefence  of  the  venereal  poifon  in 
the  body;  and  if,  therefore,  they  difap  pear  by  the 
Ample  internal  ufe  of  mercury,  we  are  fure  that 
the  medicine  has  penetrated  into  the  mafs,  and 
that  the  poifon  is  totally  eradicated.  To  this  I 
anfwer,  That  recent  venereal  ulcers  brought  on  by 
an  original  infection,  are  by  no  means  fuch  fymp- 
toms,  as  has  been  afferted :  On  the  contrary,  they 
are  in  that  cafe  only  a  local  difeafe,  which  requires 
no  internal,  but  merely  local  remedies  ;  and  if  no 
topical  application  is  made  ufe  ©f  in  time,  they 
very  often  fpread  amazingly,  the  poifon  is  ab- 
forbed,  and  produces  either  buboes  or  other  ve¬ 
nereal  (ymptoms  in  the  mafs.  I  undoubtedly 
allow,  that  if  they  are  of  forae  (landing,  the 
mafs  will  then  be  in  confequence  infedled  ;  in 
which  cafe,  as  well  as  when  they  arife  from  a 
fecondary  or  univerfal  infection,  they  are  cer¬ 
tainly  what  has  been  afferted  of  them,  unequi¬ 
vocal  ligns  of  the  prefence  of  the  poifon  in  the 
mafs..  Then,  indeed,  I  perieftly  coincide  with 
the  opinion,  that  they  can  be  treated  only  by 
the  internal  ufe  of  mercury,  without  any  ex  ter- 
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nal  application*  becaufe,  if  they  difappear  by 
the  internal  ufe  of  mercury  alone*  without  hav¬ 
ing  applied  any  external  remedy,  we  are  fure 
that  we  have  eradicated  the  poifon  from  the 
mafs,  and  cut  off  the  evil  by  the  root.  But  if 
they  are  in  the  genitals,  or  in  the  extremities, 
the  poifon  often  excites  violent  inflammation, 
phymofis,  mortification,  &c.  or  it  is  abforbed 
and  carried  to  the  lymphatic  glands,  where  it 
occafions  buboes,  before  the  mercury  has  had 
time  to  produce  its  effefts,  and  to  deftroy  it  on 
the  part  affe&ed. 

Thefe  are  the  reafons  why  I  always  choofe  to 
apply  immediately  to  fuch  ulcers,  thofe  remedies 
which  I  found  the  mod  effeftual  for  removing 
them;  becaufe  I  think  there  is  no  patient,  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  nature  of  the  diforder,  who 
would  not  prefer  being  affefted  with  a  real  po^: 
to  a  mortification  of  the  penis,  or  to  a  bubo.  As 
to  what  has  been  faid  and  obierved  by  fome,  that 
a  bubo  very  often  appears  after  fhancres  have 
been  healed  up  by  external  applications,  and 
that  confequently  thofe  very  remedies  which  are 
recommended  to  avoid  buboes  not  unfrequently 
bring  them  on,  I  readily  admit  the  fa£t:  but 
I  am  very  far  from  believing  the  confequenee 
drawn  from  it,  viz.  that  external  remedies  applied 
to  a  venereal  ulcer,  ever  promote  the  abforption  of 
the  virus.  It  happens,  in  that  cafe,  what  we  fee 
every  day  happen,  without  the  ufe  of  any  external 
application  whatfoever,  or  what  we  muft  daily  be 
afraid  of,  as  long  as  there  is  the  leafl:  appearance 
of  a  venereal  ulcer.  What  they  afcribe  in  that 

cafe 
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safe  to  the  medicines  externally  applied,  I  would 
rather  afcribe  either  to  their  application  being  too 
long  delayed,  or  to  their  not  being  fufficiently 
efficacious.  In  all  cafes,  therefore,  where  I  have 
reafon  to  apprehend  fuch  bad  effects,  I  think  it 
not  only  proper  but  neceffary  to  apply  to  all  ve¬ 
nereal  ulcers,  whether  of  a  primary  or  fecondary 
infe&ion,  the  mod  efficacious  local  remedies,  in 
order  to  remove  them  as  fpeedily  as  poffible :  with 
this  difference  only,  that  I  confider  ulcers  ariling 
from  a  recent  original  infeftion  as  merely  local, 
and  think  they  may  be  fafely  cured  by  topical 
applications  alone,  without  the  internal  ufe  of 
mercury ;  whereas,  thofe  arifing  from  a  tainted 
mafs  require  always,  at  the  fame  time,  a  courfe 
of  mercury.  This  laft  method  I  likewife  fol¬ 
low  in  venereal  ulcers  of  fome  days  (landing, 
though  from  an  original  infection ;  there  being 
always  the  greatefl  probability  that  fome  of  the 
poifon  has  been  abforbed  into  the  mafs  during 
that  time.  External  applications  in  thofe  cafes  will 
never  have  any  permanent  effefl ;  becaufe,  if  we 
are  even  able  to  deflroy  the  poifon  in  the  affected 
part,  and  to  confolidate  the  ulcer,  it  will  foon 
break  out  again  on  the  fame  or  fome  other  part 
of  the  body,  as  long  as  there  remains  the  lead 
particle  of  it  fubfiftingin  the  mafs. 

The  external  remedies  recommended  for  this 
purpofe  are.  Mercurials ,  AJlringents,  and  Caujlics . 

Among  the  mercurials,  the  red  precipitate 
fpnnkJed  upon  them  every  mordng  and  even¬ 
ing,  I  found  to  anfwer  beft,  as  long  as  the  ul¬ 
cer  is  covered  with  the  white  lardaceous  cruft. 

The 
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The  mercurial  ointment  in  this  cafe  is  of  no  ufe ; 
but  whenever  the  ulcer  aflumes  a  cleaner  appear¬ 
ance,  then  the  fimple  mercurial  ointment,  calo¬ 
mel  in  powder  or  fufpended  in  lime  water,  or, 
according  to  circumftances,  the  fublimate  with 
lime-water,  or  a  diluted  folution  of  mercury  in 
nitrous  acid,  are  more  ferviceable.  In  cafes  more 
obftinate,  the  mercurial  fumigations  prove  fome¬ 
times  excellent. 

If  the  mercurial  applications  prove  meffe&ual, 
the  external  ufe  of  aftringents  is  often  extremely 
ferviceable.  The  Peruvian  bark,  aqua  vitriolica 
camphorata,  a  folution  of  blue  vitriol,  or  the  vi- 
ride  aeris  diffolved  in  oil,  are  thofe  commonly 
made  ufe  of ;  but  from  the  yellow  copper  (auri- 
chalcum)  in  powder  fprinkled  upon  them,  I 
know  of  ulcers  cured  which  refilled  the  powejr 
of  all  other  medicines.  The  fame  aftringents 
will  alfo  fometimes  anfwer  our  expeflations  in 
ulcers  of  an  atonic  or  relaxed  appearance,  yield¬ 
ing  an  acrid  ichorous  difcharge. 

The  application  of  cauftics-has  been  lately  re¬ 
commended  in  recent  venereal  ulcers,  fo  as  to 
touch  them  every  twelve  or  twenty-four  hours 
with  the  lapis  infernalis,  till  Houghs  falling 
off  fucceffively,  the  bafis  of  the  ulcer  becomes 
red  and  pure.  This  pra£lice  is  undoubtedly 
fometimes  proper:  but  there  are  conftitutions 
which  will  not  bear  any  acrid  application  what¬ 
soever,  efpecially  that  of  cauftics.  I  have  feen 
inftances  where,  in  fuch  irritable  or  in  fcorbutic 
conftitutions,  very  bad  fymptoms  followed  ;  and 
in  one  cafe,  where  a  mortification  of  the  part  was 
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the  confequence  of  fuch  an  application.  In  thefe 
fubje&s,  the  internal  ufe  of  Peruvian  bark  with 
external  aftringents,  or  occafionally  a  mercurial 
lotion  will  be  more  ferviceable. 

If  venereal  ulcers  relift  all  the  means  juft  now 
recommended,  the  internal  and  external  ufe  of 
lengthening  medicines,  a  full  diet,  the  ufe  of 
wine,  country  air,  and  fea-bathing,  as  mentioned 
above,  will  fometimes  prove  effe&ual  when  all 
other  remedies  have  failed. 

Of  other  medicines  recommended  for  inveterate 
venereal  ulcers,  I  (hall  fpeak  hereafter  under  the 
article  of  VenerealComplaintsincurablcby  Mercury • 
I  have  faid  nothing  about  the  venereal  ulcers 
of  the  nofe,  eyes,  face,  &c.  becaufe  they  require 
the  fame  treatment  as  others,  and  may  be  eafily 
avoided,  by  taking  care  that  a  patient  with  a 
venereal  gonorrhoea  or  ulcers  of  the  genitals,  af¬ 
ter  having  touched  the  part  affe&ed,  alwayscare- 
fully  cleanfes  his  fingers. 

Ulcers  of  the  uterus  or  vagina ,  accompanied  with 
an  acrid  ichorous  difeharge,  are  not  always,  as  is 
generally  imagined,  cancerous,  but  not  unfre- 
quently  venereal ;  and  may  be  then  often  cured 
by  proper  injeftions,  and  the  internal  ufe  of  mer¬ 
cury.  I  have  feen  feveral  women,  who  thought 
themfelves,  from  the  pain  and  ichorous  difeharge 
tinged  with  blood,  affe&ed  with  a  cancer  of  the 
uterus,  believing  in  that  point  the  judgment  of 
their  attendants,  radically  cured  by  the  internal 
ufe  of  powerful,  ftrengthening,  and  abforbent 
medicines,  and  by  injefting  a  folution  of  iub- 
limate  or  calomel  in  lime-water,  alone  or  mix* 
ed  with  the  tin&ure  of  maltic,  or,  according 

to 
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to  circumflances,  the  infufum  corticis  Peruy.  m 
aqua  calcis. 

But  we  arc  miftaken  if  we  expeft  any  good  in 
this  cafe,  as  well  as  in  the  fluor  albus  or  haemor- 
rhagy  of  the  womb,  from  inje&ions,  as  they  arc 
commonly  ufed.  If  we  with  to  fee  any  effe6t 
from  them,  they  mud  be  applied  to  the  affefled 
part ;  and  therefore  not  thrown  in  the  common 
manner  into  the  vagina,  in  expe&ation  that  they 
will  of  themfelves,  by  thefe  means,  reach  the 
feat  of  the  diforder,  or  the  cavity  of  the  uterus* 
A  proper  fyringe  of  a  particular  form  and  fize, 
calculated  to  prevent  the  matter  injefted  from 
efcaping  at  the  fides,  mud  be  introduced  as  high 
as  poffiblc  into  the  vagina,  or,  if  polfible,  into 
the  orifice  of  the  uterus  itfelf ;  the  patient  lying 
a  little  declined,  and  her  knees  bent :  and  in  this 
fituation  the  injeftion  is  to  be  applied,  either  by 
herfelf  or  by  an  affiftant,  three  or  four  times  fuc* 
ceffively,  keeping  the  fyringe  always  in  for  forne 
minutes,  and  repeating  the  fame  operation  fix  or 

eight  times  a  day. - A  fyringe  made  of  a  bottle 

of  el&ftie  refin,  with  a  thicker  and  longer  pipe 
than  common,  will  anfwer  for  the  above  purpofe 
extremely  well,  and  will  effectually  remove  the 
prejudices  hitherto  fo  juftly  entertained  of  the  in¬ 
efficacy  of  injebiions  in  females. 

For  cancerous  ulcers  of  the  genitals  as  well  as  of 
other  parts  of  the  body,  the  Materia  Medica  has* 
to  my  knowledge,  nothing  to  afford ;  an  d  all  thofc 
medicines  hitherto  recommended  for  curing  can¬ 
cers,  appear  to  be  deceptions  of  the  inventors 
tbemfelves  or  of  the  public.  Surgery  alone  can 

radically 
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radically  cure  cancers,  if  applied  in  time ;  and  no 
honeft  phyfician  will  ever  recommend  uncertain 
remedies,  left,  by  temporizing,  he  (hould  for 
ever  lofe  the  moment  where  he  could  have  ap¬ 
plied  a  certain  one,  I  mean  the  extirpation  not 
too  late  deferred  where  it  can  take  place. 

ON  VENEREAL  FISTULAS, 

In  treating  of  venereal  ulcers,  we  muft  fay  a 
word  about  venereal  fiftulas,  which  are  nothing 
but  venereal  ulcers  penetrating  deep  into  the  cel¬ 
lular  membrane  and  adjacent  parts,  with  a  frnall 
callous  orifice,  and  callous  intide.  Their  feat  is 
moftly  in  the  urethra,  groins,  perinaeum,  anus,  &c. 
but  fometimes  alfo  in  the  lachrymal  fac  of  the  eye* 
Befides  the  internal  adminiftration  of  mercury, 
the  injeftions  above  recommended  ought  to  be 
tried ;  if  they  do  not  fucceed,  the  chirurgical 
•peration  ought  to  be  performed.  We  (hould, 
however,  never  attempt  this  latter  before  we  have 
carefully  eradicated  the  venereal  virus  from  the 
tainted  mafs.  From  the  neglebi  of  this  point, 
we  fee  daily,  that  fuch  patients  undergo  two  or 
three  times  the  operation,  without  being  the  better 
for  it :  the  fiftula  remains  as  obftinate  as  it  was 
before  ;  or,  healing  in  one  place,  it  (bon  breaks 
out  in  another.  If  the  fiftula  heals  quick  and 
perfe&ly  after  the  operation,  it  is  a  certain  figm 
that  the  patient  has  been  radically  cured  of  the 
lues. 

The jijlula  lachry mails >  arifing  from  the  venereal 

virus 
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virus  lodged  in  the  lachrymal  fac,  yields  very 
often  a  yellow  greenifh  difcharge,  refembling  that 
oozing  out  of  the  urethra  in  a  clap.  Whether  it 
ever  arifes  from  a  fuppreffed  or  retropulfed  go¬ 
norrhoea,  I  cannot  politively  fay ;  but  it  owes  its 
origin  frequently  to  the  venereal  poifbn  depofited 
from  a  tainted  mafs,  and  requires  internal  and 
external  mercurials. 

The  virus  oozing  out  from  venereal  ulcers  and 
fiftulas,  is  fometimes  of  a  very  corrofive  nature : 
they  fhould  therefore  be  drefied  with  a  piece  of 
foft  fponge  every  twelve  or  twenty-four  hours ; 
and  the  furrounding  furface  of  the  fkin  fhould 
be  carefully  defended,  by  anointing  it  with  the 
white  cerate,  or  fatwrnine  liniment. 
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CHAP*  VIIL 

Of  the  P  H  Y  M  O  S  I  Sa 

THIS  difeafe,  in  which  the  prepuce  is  fo  ftrait- 
ened  on  the  point  of  the  penis  that  it  can¬ 
not  be  drawn  back  over  the  glans,  has  been  call¬ 
ed  Phymofis,  from  the  Greek  <pipouj,prcecludo ,  obturo; 
and  might  be  perhaps  in  our  language  more  pro¬ 
perly  called  a  a?  ar  Elation  or flridure  of  the  prepuce* 
To  this  diforder  are  efpecially  fubjedl  men  who 
from  nature  have  the  glans  covered  with  a 
more  flrait  prepuce,  or  have  too  fhort  or  too 
ftrait  a  fraenum  ;  all  thofe  whofe  religion  orders 
aircumcifion,  are  free  from  it. 

This  diforder  arifes,  in  our  days,  generally 
from  venereal  ulcers  in  the  infide  of  the  prepuce* 
or  from  the  Blennorrhagia  balani ,  [gonorrhxa  fpu - 
rio),  producing  a  violent  fwelling  and  inflamma¬ 
tion  of  the  prepuce. 

It  has  been  recommended,  if  the  phymofis  be 
violent,  to  make  an  incifion  of  the  prepuce  ;  which 
is  certainly  fometimes  neceflary ;  but,  where 
chirurgical  operations  can  be  avoided,  I  think 
they  ought.  This  operation  has  been  advifed 
principally  either  to  prevent  the  fpreading 
of  (hancres,  which  are  frequently  the  caufe  of 
the  phymofis  ;  or  to  avoid  buboes ;  or,  what 
is  flill  more  material*  to  prevent  (if  there  be  any 

ulcers) 
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ulcers)  a  concretion  of  the  glans  with  the  pre¬ 
puce,  Thofe  who,  in  curing  fhancres,  trull  en¬ 
tirely  to  the  internal  ufe  of  mercurials,  will 
hardly  infill  upon  this  operation.  As  to  the 
danger  of  their  producing  buboes  by  an  abforp- 
tion  of  the  poifon,  I  allow  the  apprehenlion  to  be 
perfeftly  juft ;  but  I  cannot  admit,  that  an  inci- 
fion  would  prove  a  preventative.  A  frelh  wound^ 
by  expoling  a  frelh  and  larger  furface  to  the  ab¬ 
sorption  of  the  virus,  mull,  in  my  opinion,  rather 
increafe  the  danger.  I  think  it,  therefore,  more 
proper  to  obviate  thofe  bad  confequences  by  pro¬ 
per  injeftions,  and  by  introducing  fome  fine  lint 
once  or  twice  a-day  with  a  probe  between  the 
prepuce  and  glans.  However,  if  this  Ihould  be 
imprafticable,  or  livid  fpots  Ihould  appear  thro" 
the  prepuce,  immediate  recourfe  to  the  operation 
ought  to  be  had,  left  a  greater  evil,  a  mortification, 
fhould  enfue. 

In  order  to  afcertain  whether  there  is  a  vene¬ 
real  ulcer  between  the  prepuce  and  glans,  I 
introduce  a  probe,  with  fome  lint  affixed  to  it. 
Then,  turning  it  round  the  whole  glans,  the  pa¬ 
tient  generally  feels  pain,  if  there  is  any  ulcer, 
as  foon  as  the  probe  with  the  lint  touches  it ;  and 
upon  withdrawing  it,  a  part  of  it  will  be  ftained 
with  purulent  or  punform  matter;  whereas,  if 
there  is  but  a  Ample  gonorrhoea  fpuria  without 
any  ulceration,  the  whole  of  the  lint  will  be 
ftained  with  the  fame  equally.  In  either  cafe,  if  the 
inflammation  and  Swelling  is  violent,  I  apply  a 
poultice  made  of  bread  and  water  mixed  with 
feme  acetum  lithargyrii ;  and  injedl  three  or  four 

times 
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times  a-day  a  diluted  folution  of  mercury  in  ni¬ 
trous  acid,  or  the  fublimate  or  calomel  fufpend- 
ed  in  lime-water,  or,  according  to  circumftances, 
Plenk’s  folution  of  mercury  with  gum  arabic,  be¬ 
tween  the  prepuce  and  glans,  in  fuch  a  manner, 

,  that  the  interface  between  them  is  filled  and  di- 
ftended  with  the  injection.  If  there  be  any  ulcer, 
fome  lint  dipped  in  the  fame,  may  be  applied  to 
it,  by  means  of  a  probe,  once  or  twice  a-day « 

I  think  there  is  never  any  danger  of  a  concretion 
of  the  parts  as  long  as  the  ulcers  remain  venereal ; 
and  in  the  mean  time  their  nature  is  changed* 
the  phymofis  is  alfo  generally  removed.  Inter-  - 
nal  mercurials  ought  in  fuch  cafes  never  to  be 
omitted.  But,  as  I  have  obferved  juft  before,  the 
incifion  of  the  prepuce  ought  to  be  immediately- 
performed,  if  the  inflammation  be  very  high ;  if 
there  appears  any  danger  of  mortification ;  or 
if  we  have  reafon  to  fufpeft,  beneath,  an  ulcera¬ 
tion  of  a  bad  or  perhaps  cancerous  nature. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.  IX. 

Of  the  Par  a  p  h  ymosis. 

PAraphy  mo  si  s,  a  word  derived  from  the  Greek 
n ocpd  de ,  and  Qtpk  prczculfio,  obtur amentum 9 
lignifying  the  oppofite  of  phymofis,  is  a  difeafc 
where  the  prepuce,  being  drawn  behind  the  glans, 
is  fo  contrafted  there,  that  it  cannot  be  brought 
again  forwards  over  the  glans  ;  and  would  for 
this  reafon,  in  my  opinion,  be  more  properly 
named  a  Jlr angulation  of  the  glans . 

Men  who  from  nature  have  a  ftrait  prepuce 
are  moft  fubjeft  to  this  diforder,  which  arifes  ei¬ 
ther  from  venereal  ulcers,  or  from  a  preternatural 
fuelling  of  the  glans,  as  is  fometimes  the  cafe 
in  violent  claps.  I  have  little  to  add  to  what  has 
been  faid  on  the  fubjefi  by  Celfus,  and  by  fome 
modern  writers. 

I  have  feen  an  inftance  where  a  gangrene  of 
the  glans  was  the  confequence  of  fuch  a  ftrangu- 
lation,  before  the  furgeon  could  come  to  give  alfi- 
ftance.  We  ought  therefore  to  ufe  our  utmoft 
endeavours  to  bring  the  prepuce  forwards  as  quick 
as  poffible. 

The  moft  effefiual  remedy  is  to  fprinkle  re~ 
peatedly  cold  water  upon  the  part,  in  the  mean 
time  gently  preffing  the  fwelled  glans  with  the 

fingers 
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fingers  dipped  repeatedly  in  cold  water,  fo  as  to 
fqueeze  out,  if  poffible,  all  the  blood  extrava- 
fated  in  its  cavernous  fubftance.  By  thefe  means, 
the  turgefcency  of  the  corpus  cavernofum  glandis 
will  be  moll  efficacioufly  diminifhed;  and  by 
fkilful  management,  gently  preffing  the  glans 
backwards,  whilft  we  endeavour  with  the  fingers 
of  the  other  hand  to  bring  the  prepuce  over  it 
forwards,  we  fhall  very  often  fucceed,  and  re¬ 
lieve  the  patient  from  imminent  danger*  Ice, 
or  water  rendered  by  art  as  cold  as  ice,  may 
perhaps  be  ufeful  to  the  operator  in  accomplifh- 
ing  this  defirable  effetl ;  but  if  the  difeafe  be 
accompanied  with  a  venereal  gonorrhoea,  we 
mud  be  cautious  with  regard  to  the  application 
of  cold,  left  we  might  bring  on  a  worfe  complaint, 
by  repulfion,  than  the  difeafe  for  which  cold  is 
applied.  If  we  are  not  foon  able  to  reduce  it,  and 
the  fymptoms  be  violent,  we  fhould  not  defer 
the  operation,  but  make  an  incifion  in  the  prepuce 
or  fr^enum  ;  an  operation  by  no  means  danger¬ 
ous,  but  abfolutely  neccffary  to  prevent  the  molt 
difagreeable  of  all  confequences  of  venereal  com¬ 
plaints,  a  mortification  of  the  glans  penis.  If 
there  are  venereal  ulcers  in  one  fide,  I  prefer  al~ 
ways  to  make  the  incifion  of  the  frgenum  or  pre¬ 
puce  on  the  other  fide ;  in  order  to  fecure  the 
wound,  as  well  as  poffible,  from  the  poifon,  and 
to  prevent  its  abiorption  by  the  lymphatics  of 
the  freih  wound. 
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CHAP.  X. 

On  Venereal  Buboes. 

A  Swelling  of  any  of  tile  lymphatic  glands 
of  the  body  is  called  a  Bubo;  and  if  fuch 
a  fwelling  is  occafioned  by  the  venereal  poifon, 
we  then  call  it  a  Venereal  Bubo.  The  latter  only 
comes  within  the  plan  of  this  treatife. 

Though  buboes  may  arife  in  any  part  of  the 
body  where  lymphatic  glands  are  fituated,  yet  we 
have  no  authentic  obfervation  of  their  ever  exift- 
ingany  where  except  dn  the  lymphatic  glands  of 
the  groin,  under  the  arm-pit,  or  of  the  extremi¬ 
ties  ;  and  evert  of  thefe,  the  latter  are  much  lefs 
frequent  than  the  former. 

Venereal  buboes  arife  from  two  caufes,  elfen- 
tially  different  from  one  another ;  this  difference 
has  in  general  not  been  attended  to  with  that 
accuracy  which  the  importance  of  the  fubjeft 
might  feem  to  require.  Buboes  have  hitherto 
been  fuppofed  to  arife  always  from  the  venereal 
virus  abforbed  by  the  lymphatics,  and  by  them 
carried  to  the  gland ;  but  this  is  not  always  the 
cafe.  Buboes  frequently  owe  their  origin  to  the 
poifon  lodged  on  the  furface  of  the  body,  irri¬ 
tating  there  the  mouths  of  the  lymphatics,  with¬ 
out  being  abforbed  by  them.  Thefe  veffels  being 
irritated,  produce  a  fwelling  in  the  neareft  lym¬ 
phatic 
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phatic  gland  they  go  to.  In  the  one  cafe  the 
caufe  of  the  bubo  lies  in  the  gland  itfelf,  in  the 
other  without  it  ;  fo  that  we  may  properly  di- 
ftinguifh  them,  by  calling  the  former  an  idiopa¬ 
thic ,  and  the  latter  a  fymbathic  bubo. 

This  diftin£lion,  founded  on  the  mod  evident 
fafts,  is  abfolutely  neceffary  to  regulate  the  me¬ 
thod  of  cure. — But  the  diflin&ion  of  idiopathic 
buboes  into  primary  and  fecondary,  viz.  fuch  as 
arife  from  an  original  infe&ion,  and  thofe  which 
are  fuppofed  to  owe  their  origin  to  the  poifon 
depofited  from  the  mafs  into  the  gland,  feems  to 
be  of  no  praftical  ufe  whatever. 

Idiopathic  venereal  buboes,  as  we  have  dbferved, 
owe  their  origin  to  the  venereal  poifon  abforbed 
and  lodged  in  the  gland.  This  abforption  fre- 
quently  takes  place  after  the  virus  has  by  its  acri~ 
mony  produced  fome  flight  excoriation  or  ulce¬ 
ration  in  the  furface  of  the  glans,  prepuce,  ure¬ 
thra,  genital  parts,  or  extremities.  Whether  a 
bubo  ever  arifes,  as  has  been  hitherto  generally 
aflerted,  from  the  venereal  virus  being  depofited 
from  the  mafs  into  the  gland,  as  peftilential 
buboes  feem  to  arife  in  the  plague,  is  with  me 
as  yet  a  matter  of  doubt:  this  affertion  feems 
hitherto  rather  founded  on  a  gratuitous  flip- 
pofitkm  than  on  real  obfervation.  But  that  bu¬ 
boes  may  fometimes,  though  feldom,  arife  from 
an  immediate  abforption,  without  any  previous 
excoriation  or  ulcer  in  the  furface  of  the  body., 
is  probable  from  feveral  authentic  obfervation, v ; 
though  this  opinion  has  been  controverted  by 
fome  modern  writers. — About  1 2  years  ago,  three 
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foldiers  came  into  the  military  hofpital  in  one 
week,  all  affefied  with  a  bubo  from  the  fame 
woman.  They  had  all  been  in  perfeCt  health  a 
few  days  before;  neither  had  any  of  them  the 
lead  excoriation  in  the  genitals  or  thigh  now,  nor 
even  any  appearance  of  a  running. — Whether  this 
immediate  abforption  is  owing  to  a  torpid  and  lefs 
irritable  habit  of  body,  or  to  the  greater  fubtilty 
or  lefs  irritating  nature  of  the  virus  in  fome 
cafes,  I  pretend  not  to  afcertain.  But  to  this  im¬ 
mediate  abforption  it  is  perhaps  owing,  that  we 
cannot  always  avoid  a  bubo,  or  perhaps  even 
the  lues  itfelf,  by  ufing  the  bed  preventatives ; 
though  they  may  molt  effectually  prevent  gonor¬ 
rhoeas  and  original  fhancres. 

That  idiopathic  buboes  arife  not  only  from 
the  abforption  of  the  venereal  poifon  from  ulcers 
of  the  genitals  or  urethra,  but  likewife  from  ve¬ 
nereal  ulcers  in  any  part  of  the  upper  or  lower  ex¬ 
tremities,  is  confirmed  by  experience.  I  fhall  ad¬ 
duce  a  few  examples  by  way  of  illudration. — A 
mod  intimate  friend  of  mine  had,  fome  years  ago, 
the  misfortune  of  being  affeCted  with  fhancres. 
Being  then  on  his  travels,  he  took  fome  mercurial 
pills ;  by  the  ufe  of  which  the  ulcers  were  cured 
in  about  ten  days.  The  pills  were  then  difcontinu- 
ed,  and  he  had  no  complaint  till  fix  months  after, 
when  he  was  one  night  awaked  by  a  violent  itching 
at  his  right  elbow.  Next  night,  the  itching  return¬ 
ed  ;  and  the  third  morning,  upon  examining  the 
fpot,  he  found  it  covered  with  a  thick  yellow 
fcurf  like  a  tetter.  As  he  was  at  that  time  on  a 
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journey,  he  delayed  taking  advice ;  thinking  that 
his  complaint  might  perhaps  go  off.  But,  two 
days  after,  he  perceived  a  fwelling  under  his 
arm-pit ;  which,  in  three  days  more,  increafed  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that,  when  he  came  to  me,  he  was 
obliged  to  keep  his  arm  a  confiderable  way  out 
from  his  fide.  I  told  him  the  nature  of  his  com¬ 
plaint.  In  a  few  days,  by  proper  applications,  the 
tumour  was  difcuffed,  and  my  patient  perfefilly 
cured  fome  weeks  after. 

Soon  after,  I  was  confulted  by  a  gentleman  who 
had  undergone  a  mercurial  courfe  about  fifteen 
months  before,  for  a  venereal  complaint,  of  which 
he  imagined  himfelf  perfe£ily  cured.  Some 
weeks  before  he  applied  to  me,  he  began  to  feel  a 
pain  in  the  middle  of  the  fternum,  which  he  took 
to  be  rheumatic.  On  this  fuppofition,  he  rubbed 
the  part  affefted  with  a  piece  of  flannel,  morning 
and  evening.  Thus  the  pain  in  the  fternum  was 
removed ;  but  the  fecond  morning  after,  the 
great  toe  of  the  left  foot,  and  that  next  to  it,  were 
in  like  manner  affe&ed.  This  pain  being  removed 
by  friftion  with  flannel  as  before,  returned  to  the 
fternum ;  from  which  being  driven  by— a  fimilar 
friftion,  it  again  returned  to  the  foot.  He  now 
began  to  imagine  that  his  complaint  was  of  a 
gouty  natute  ;  but  having  occafion  to  go  abroad 
that  day,  he  bathed  his  foot  in  warm  water,  and 
pared  a  corn  which  he  had  upon  one  of  the  af- 
fe6ied  toes,  in  order  to  walk  the  more  eafily.  In 
performing  this  operation,  he  cut  too  deep,  and  a 
few  drops  of  blood  came.  Upon  this  he  imme¬ 
diately  defifted.:  -but  the  next  day,  on  examining 
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the  part,  he  found  a  little  fuppuration  had  taken 
place ;  upon  which,  he  covered  the  fore  with  a 
piece  of  clean  linen. — The  fecond  evening,  he 
felt  a  flight  pain  in  the  groin,  which  he  then 
difregafded  ;  but  in  a  few  days  after,  when  one  of 
the  glands  fwelled  to  the  bignefs  of  a  pigeon’s 
egg,  heafked  my  advice.  I  informed  him  that  he 
had  not  been  radically  cured  of  his  former  difor- 
der,  and  that  the  prefent  fymptoms  were  a  confe- 
quence  of  it ;  that  the  pain  both  of  the  fternum 
and  of  the  toes  was  venereal ;  and  that  from  the 
wound  of  the  toe,  and  fucceeding  fuppuration, 
the  poifon  had  been  abforbed  by  the  lymphatics, 
and  carried  to  the  firft  gland  they  met,  which  in 
this  cafe  was  one  of  the  lower  lymphatic  glands 
of  the  groin.  The  ulcer  of  the  toe  ftill  continued, 
but  was  very  fmall,  and  difcharged  a  little  matter 
refembling  pufs.  I  applied  upon  it  a  mercurial 
plafter,  and  cured  the  bubo,  as  well  as  the  caufe 
of  it,  by  a  courfe  of  mercurial  friftions. 

Some  years  ago,  an  eminent  accoucheur  in 
London,  was  called  to  deliver  a  woman,  who 
unknown  to  him  was  affefted  with  fhancres. 
Ulcers  on  his  hand,  and  a  fwelling  of  the  lym¬ 
phatic  gland  of  the  fore-arm,  which  proved  very 
obftinate,  were  the  dreadful  confequences. 

Sympathic  verier  ealbuboes,  as  I  have  already  men¬ 
tioned,  owe  their  origin,  not  to  the  abforption 
of  the  venereal  poifors,  but  to  an  irritation  of  the 
mouths  of  the  neighbouring  lymphatic  veflels. 
This  fpecies  of  bubo  we  frequently  meet  with  in 
Ample  venereal  gonorrhoeas ;  or,  where  one  of  the 
glands  is  idiopathically  afifefied,  we  fometimes  fee 
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two  or  three  contiguous  thereto,  fwelled  by  fym- 
pathy.  In  this  cafe,  however,  only  that  which  is 
really  infected,  continues  to  increafe  in  bulk; 
while  the  others  remain  in  the  fame  hate,  and  at 
laft  difappear  without  any  increafe  of  their  fwell- 

ing. 

Sympathic  buboes  go  off  fpontaneoufly,  as  foon 
as  their  irritating  caufe  in  the  neighbourhood  is 
removed ;  and  it  is  only  this  kind  of  buboes, 
which  quacks,  with  their  pretended  noftrums, 
feem  to  remove  fometimes  in  a  few  days  ;  while, 
on  the  other  hand,  we  frequently  hear  fome  pa¬ 
tients  complaining  of  intelligent  phyficians,  for 
not  having  been  fufficiently  expeditious  in  curing 
their  bubo,  or  not  having  done  it  without  fuppura- 
tion,  though  they  had  formerly  been  radically 
cured  by  a  quack,  by  the  fimple  application  of  a 
mercurial  ointment  or  plafierto  the  part  affeffed. 
If  fuch  patients,  however,  were  acquainted  with 
the  difference  between  the  true  nature  of  their 
prefent  and  former  complaint,  they  would  eafily 
fee,  that,  in  the  former  cafe,  the  cure  was  not 
to  be  attributed  to  the  ointment  or  plafter  applied, 
but  merely  to  the  nature  of  the  difeafe ;  whereas, 
in  the  latter,  great  fkill  and  attention  is  often  re- 
quifite,  either  to  difcufs  a  bubo,  or  to  cure  it,  af¬ 
ter  the  attempt  to  difcufs  it  has  proved  ineffeflual. 

Having  eftablilhed  this  effential  diflinCiion  be¬ 
twixt  Idiopathic  and  Sympathic  buboes,  I  fhould 
now  proceed  to  fpeak  of  the  method  of  treating 
them ;  but,  previous  to  this,  I  think  it  ufeful  to 
take  notice  of  fome  prejudices  which  are  enter¬ 
tained  by  many,  concerning  the  nature  and  cure 
of  this  complaint. 
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By  many  people,  efpecially  thofe  who  inhabit 
the  more  foutherly  parts  of  Europe,  it  is  reckoned 
dangerous  to  refolve  or  difcufs  a  venereal  bubo. 
This  prejudice  arifes  from  an  opinion,  that  the 
virus  is  by  this  method  repelled  and  abforbed 
into  the  mafs,  where  it  afterwards  occafions  a 
general  infe&ion:  whereas,  if  the  bubo  is  cured 
by  fuppuration,  they  imagine  that  no  infe&ion 
of  the  mafs  is  to  be  apprehended  ;  but  that,  on 
the  contrary,  even  in  cafe  any  poifon  (hould  have 
been  abforbed  during  the  fuppuration,  not  only 
the  virus  lodged  in  the  gland  is  carried  off, 
but  likewife  the  whole  mafs  is  thereby  purified* 
Hence  they  imagine  that  the  abcefs  formed  by 
the  fuppuration  of  the  bubo,  is  a  kind  of  chan¬ 
nel  for  cleanfing  the  body  entirely  from  the  ve» 
nereal  poifon.  As  this  opinion,  however,  is  not 
only  altogether  erroneous,  but  may  prove  hurt¬ 
ful  to  the  patient,  at  leaft  by  depriving  him  of 
an  advantage  which  he  might  otherwife  have 
enjoyed,  I  mult  make  two  obfervations  on  this 
fubjeft.  Firjl,  That,  by  the  modern  improved 
prariice  of  applying  mercurial  fri&ions,  the  dif- 
cuffion  of  a  bubo  cannot  poffibly  occafion  any 
fuch  thing  as  a  repulfion  of  the  venereal  virus 
into  the  mafs ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  by 
following  this  method,  the  virus  lodged  in  the 
gland  itfelf  is  effefclually  deftroyed :  and ,fecondly9 
That,  though  the  virus  fhould  have  been  aftually 
repelled  from  the  gland  into  the  mafs,  fuch  a  re- 
pulfion  would  (till  be  preferable  to  the  method 
of  curing  the  bubo  by  fuppuration. 

But  in  order  to  fet  this  matter  in  the  cleareft 
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light,  I  muft  have  recourfe  to  the  anatomical 
difcoveries  which  have  been  made  about  the  lym¬ 
phatic  fyftem  ;  and  then  confider  what  muft  be 
the  confequence  of  mercurial  friftions  applied  in 
the  manner  to  be  mentioned  hereafter. 

We  know,  from  the  obfervations  of  Profeffor 
Alexander  Monro,  and  thofe  of  the  late  Dr  W. 
Hunter,  and  particularly  from  Mr  Hewfons 
plates*,  that  the  -lymphatic  or  abforbent  vef- 
fels  begin  every  where  on  the  furface  of  the  bo¬ 
dy,  with  the  fmalleft  ramifications ;  that,  in  go¬ 
ing  upwards  from  the  lower  extremities,  they 
unite  into  larger  branches,  which  terminate  in 
the  inguinal  glands,  pouring  into  them  the  liquid 
which  they  have  abforbed  at  their  extremities. 
This  liquid,  which  in  a  natural  ftate  is  nothing 
but  mild  lymph  more  or  lefs  diluted  with  water, 
which  has  been  abforbed  from  the  furface  of 
the  body,  after  being  poured  into  the  lymphatic 
inguinal  glands,  is  again  abforbed  by  other  lym¬ 
phatic  veffels,  which  carry  it  to  the  abdomen,  and 
thence  through  the  thoracic  du£l  into  the  mafs* 
Let  us  now  fuppofe  that  fome  of  the  venereal 
poifon  has  been  abforbed  by  the  lymphatic  vef¬ 
fels  of  the  genital  parts,  or  of  the  lower  extre¬ 
mities,  and  that  confequently  it  has  been  car¬ 
ried  along  with  the  lymph  into  one  or  more  of 

the 


*  But  this,  as  well  as  the  anatomy  of  the  whole  lymphatic  fyf¬ 
tem,  and  the  difeafes  depending  thereon,  will  be  more  efpeciaily 
illuftrated  by  the  Angularly  accurate  and  beautiful  plate''  executed 
under  the  direftion  of  Mr  Sheldon ,  at  prefent  lecturer  of  anatomy 
in  London ;  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  he  will  not  long  with-hold 
from  the  public. 
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the  inguinal  glands.  The  poifon  thus  brought 
into  the  gland  will  either  be  abforbed  again  by 
the  oppofite  abforbent  veffels,  in  which  cafe  it  is 
carried  into  the  mafs ;  or,  what  more  frequently 
happens,  it  will,  by  its  acrimony,  excite  an  ir¬ 
ritation,  and  thereby  not  only  prevent  its  own 
abforption,  but  produce  an  inflammation  and 
fwelling  of  the  gland.  In  thofe  circumftan- 
ces,  the  moft  eligible  thing  both  for  the  patient 
and  phyfician,  would  be,  if  polfible,  to  deftroy 
and  eradicate  the  poifon  lodged  in  the  glancu 
For  this  purpofe,  we  know  mercury  is  a  fpe- 
cific  ;  but  the  queftion  is,  how  to  bring  it  into 
the  affefted  gland.  Formerly  pra£litioners,  thro9 
a  defeft  of  anatomical  knowledge,  imagined  they 
could  introduce  the  mercury  into  the  gland,  by 
rubbing  the  mercurial  ointment  upon  the  glapd 
itfelf.  But  fo  far  was  this  from  having  the  in¬ 
tended  effect,  that  buboes  treated  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner  generally  became  more  inflamed,  fuppurated, 
and  even  fometimes  mortified.  By  fuch  an  ap¬ 
plication  no  mercury  is  introduced  into  the  affec¬ 
ted  gland ;  or,  if  it  happens  now  and  then,  it  is 
merely  by  chance ;  for  we  know  that  the  lym¬ 
phatics  arifing  from  the  fkin  immediately  above 
the  gland  do  not  take  their  courfe  into  the  fub- 
ftance  of  the  gland,  but  proceed  obliquely  up¬ 
wards  to  the  abdomen.  Hence  the  bad  or  good 
effeQs  produced  in  that  cafe  are  not  to  be  afcribed 
to  the  mercury,  but  rather  to  the  mechanical  irri¬ 
tation  occalioned  by  the  fri£Hons,  and  would  pro¬ 
bably  have  taken  place  had  any  other  ointment 
been  employed.  But  if,  inftead  of  rubbing  the 
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mercurial  ointment  upon  the  gland  itfelf,  the 
fame  be  rubbed  into  the  thigh  or  leg  of  the  fide 
affe&ed,  we  are  to  expeft,  according  to  the  diP 
coveries  of  the  courfe  of  the  lymphatic  veflels, 
that  the  mercury  will  be  abforbed  by  their  ex¬ 
tremities,  and  from  thence  conveyed  to  the  af- 
fefted  gland,  where  meeting  with  the  venereal 
poifon,  it  will  mod  effeftually  exert  its  fpe~ 
cific  power  again!!  it.  That  this  is  really  the 
cafe,  appears  from  the  fuccefsful  praftice  of  this 
method ;  for,  if  the  mercurial  friffions  have  been  - 
applied  upon  the  proper  place,  and  in  time,  before 
the  inflammation  has  gone  to  too  great  a  length, 
we  find,  that,  in  eight  buboes  out  of  ten,  the  poifon 
is  thereby  either  deftroyed,  or  at  leaft  fo  changed 
in  its  nature,  that  it  is  now  no  more  capable  of 
irritating  the  gland  any  further ;  nor  do  we  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  virus  thus  changed,  and  then  ab¬ 
forbed  along  with  the  mercury,  does  ever  after¬ 
wards  produce  any  venereal  fymptoms  in  the 
mafs. 

But  let  us  even  fuppofe  that  the  mercury  has 
not  deflroyed  the  poilon  lodged  in  the  gland,  but 
has  driven  it  into  the  blood,  as  thofe  patients  com¬ 
monly  believe.  What  will  be  the  confequence  ? 
The  fame,  undoubtedly,  as  when  a  victorious 
hero  diflodges  and  chafes  a  flying  enemy  before 
him.  The  very  fame  remedy  which  drove  the 
poifon  from  the  gland  into  the  mafs,  will  purfue 
it  there  alfo ;  and  either  expel  it  altogether,  or 
render  it,  one  way  or  other,  inoffenlive  to  the 
body. 

To  elucidate  this  matter  dill  further,  I  muft 
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anfwer  a  queftion  which  I  have  heard  frequently 
propofed,  viz.  Why  does  the  method  of  rubbing 
mercury  into  the  extremity  not  always  fucceed  in 
difcufling  the  bubo  in  every  ftage  of  the  diforder  ? 
For  the  folution  of  this  queftion,  we  muft  again 
have  recourfe  to  anatomy.  From  this  we  know, 
that  there  are  two  feries  of  lymphatic  glands  in 
the  groin,  called  the  upper  and  lower  inguinal 
glands.  In  raoft  people  there  is  a  communication 
between  thefe  two  orders  of  glands :  in  this  cafe, 
the  lymphatic  veftels  of  the  inferior  glands  com¬ 
municate  with  the  fuperior  ones,  whence  again 
others  arife  which  take  their  courfe  through  the  ab¬ 
domen  into  the  thoracic  duft.  But  in  other  per- 
fons  there  is  no  fuch  communication  ;  the  lym¬ 
phatic  veftels  of  the  inferior  inguinal  glands 
proceed  direflly  to  the  abdomen,  without  in- 
ofculating  with  the  fuperior  ones.  Now,  the 
venereal  virus  being  abforbed  by  the  lympha¬ 
tics  of  the  genitals,  is  generally  carried  to  the 
fuperior  inguinal  glands,  where  it  produces  the 
bubo.  Whenever  therefore  the  inferior  ingui¬ 
nal  glands  have  the  above-mentioned  communi¬ 
cation  with  the  fuperior  ones,  the  mercury  rub¬ 
bed  into  the  infide  of  the  thigh  or  leg  will  be 
abforbed,  carried  to  the  inferior,  and  from  thence 
to  the  fuperior  inguinal  glands,  where  it  will 
produce  the  defired  effe6h  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  where  no  communication  of  this  kind  takes 
place,  the  mercury  is  carried  from  the  extremity 
to  the  inferior  inguinal  glands,  and  from  thence 
to  the  abdomen,  without  ever  reaching  the  af- 
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fefted  gland,  on  which  of  confequence  it  can 
produce  no  effeft;  *. 

But  let  us  even  go  further,  and  fuppofe,  that  the 
method  of  treatment  juft  recommended  has  not 
been  followed;  but  that,  inftead  of  it,  the  irritating 
matter  has  been  blunted,  and  the  abforption  of 
the  poifon  from  the  gland  effe&ed  by  other  feda« 
live  or  difcutient  applications.  What  will  be  the 
confequence  ?  I  anlwer,  inftead  of  a  bubo,  the 
patient  will  be  affefted  with  a  difeafe  of  the  whole 
fyftem ;  which,  if  recent,  may  be  certainly  and 
radically  cured  in  a  few  weeks  time,  without  any 
bad  confequences  remaining ;  whereas  the  com¬ 
plaint  with  which  he  was  affe&ed  before,  is  fome- 
times  very  dangerous,  at  other  times  extremely 
obftinate,  and  always  of  a  very  tedious  nature. 
Befides,  even  when  the  fuppuration  is  of  the  bell 
kind,  which,  however,  is  far  from  being  always 
the  cafe,  the  poifon,  before  or  after  the  abfcefs 
is  formed,  inftead  of  being  entirely  evacuated,  is- 
if  not  conftantly,  at  leaft  very  frequently,  ab- 
forbed  into  the  fyftem.  Thus  the  diforder  which 
the  patient  fo  much  dreaded  is  really  produced; 
for  the  cure  of  which  he  will  at  laft  be  obliged 
to  have  recourfe  to  mercury,  the  remedy  he  was 
formerly  fo  much  afraid  of. 

Let  us  now  proceed  to  the  method  of  cure. 

The 


*  The  fame  will  likewise  happen  where  the  inflammation  of  the 
bubo  is  gone  too  far,  or  where  a  fcirrhofity  is  formed  in  the  gland. 
Mercury  in  thefe  cafes  can  have  little  or  no  accefs  to  the  gland  ; 
or  though  it  could,  would  yet  be  very  little  able  to  change  the 
nature  \yhich  the  difeafe  has  now  aflumecU 
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Method  of  Cure . 

From  the  obfervations  laid  down,  it  appears* 
that  every  unprejudiced  pra£titioner,  in  any  cafe 
of  an  idiopathic  bubo,  fhould  always  attempt  to 
difcufs  it  as  foon  as  poffible,  by  any  method  what* 
ever,  provided  the  inflammation  has  not  rifen  to 
too  great  an  height,  or  figns  of  fuppuration  have 
already  made  their  appearance.  The  moft  effec¬ 
tual  method  of  difcufling  tumours  of  this  kind, 
is,  as  I  have  already  mentioned,  by  mercurial 
frictions  applied  to  the  infide  of  the  thigh  or  leg 
of  the  affefted  fide  if  the  bubo  happens  to  be  in¬ 
guinal,  or  to  the  arm  if  the  bubo  be  under  the 
arm-pit.  Occaflonally  alfo,  in  the  former  cafe* 
friftions  maybe  ufed to  the  perinaeum  or  fcrotum. 
But  as  the  fuccefs  of  thefe  fri£tions  is  limited  to  a 
few  days,  they  ought  to  be  made  not  only  with 
due  care  and  attention,  but,  if  circumflances 
permit,  be  repeated  twice  a-day.  Venefe6tion 
or  a  purge  will,  occaflonally,  likewife  contribute 
greatly  to  the  intended  effeft. 

To  the  gland  itfelf  I  never  apply  any  thing  but 
a  mercurial  plafter ;  and  from  this  I  expeft  no¬ 
thing  towards  the  accomplishment  of  the  cure* 
but  make  ufe  of  it  only  to  keep  the  patients  mind 
eafy.  Of  late  a  poultice  madeof  the  root  of  Atropa 
mandr agora  has  been  much  recommended  for  the 
refolution  of  a  bubo ;  and  by  others  a  poultice 
made  of  the  root  of  Daphne  mezereum .  They  cer¬ 
tainly  both  deferve  to  be  tried,  either  alone,  efpe- 
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dally  where  the  friffions  feem  to  have  no  effeft, 
or  along  with  the  friftions.  In  obliinate  cafes 
alfo,  I  would  advife  the  application  of  dry  cup¬ 
ping  glaffes  to  the  fwelled  gland,  which  has  been 
attended  with  fuccefs  at  Edinburgh.  Repeated 
vomits,  with  cold  applications  to  the  part  affe&ed, 
have  been  likewife  recommended  as  ufeful  for 
the  difculfion  of  a  bubo ;  but  I  have  never  had 
occafion  to  try  either  of  thefe  remedies ;  nor  in¬ 
deed  the  hemlock,  which  has  been  praifed  for  this 
purpofeboth  as  internally  and  externallyexhibited*. 

During  the  whole  time  that  a  refolution  of  the 
bubo  is  attempted,  the  patient  ought  to  abftain 
from  exercife,  and  confine  himfelf  to  a  very  low* 
diet ;  as  a  contrary  regimen  might  greatly  tend 
to  increafe  the  inflammation.  With  regard  to 
mercurial  friftions  on  the  gland  itfelf,  I  have  al¬ 
ready  given  my  reafons  for  difapproving  of  them* 
Indeed  moft  of  the  idiopathic  buboes  which  I 
have  had  occafion  to  fee  treated  either  in  this 
way  or  by  any  other  irritating  remedies,  have  in¬ 
flamed  and  fuppurated,  though  the  application, 
was  made  with  a  view  to  prevent  that  difagree- 
able  circumflance ;  and  there  are  now  but  very 
few  pra&itioners,  let  their  knowledge  be  ever 
fo  little  of  the  recent  difcoveries  concerning  the 
lymphatic  fyftem,  that  would  trufl:  to  fuch  an  ap¬ 
plication  for  producing  a  difculfion. 

When  I  fay  that  an  irritation  of  the  gland  it¬ 
felf  will  rather  be  followed  by  an  inflammation 
and  fuppuration  than  a  refolution,  I  purpofely 
mention  an  idiopathic  venerea!  bubo;  forfympa- 
thetic  buboes  may  certainly  difappear  after  the 
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ufe  of  mercurial  friftions  applied  upon  the  gland 
itfelf,  as  I  have  frequently  obferved.  We  ought 
%  not,  however,  even  in  this  cafe,  to  afcribe  their 
refolution  to  the  mercurial  fridlions,  poultices, 
&c.  which  have  been  applied ;  but  to  the  fimple 
operation  of  nature  ;  becaufe  fympathetic  buboes 
will  always  go  off  by  themfelves  without  any 
application  whatever.  For  their  removal,  as  I 
have  already  obferved,  nothing  more  is  requi- 
fite  than  to  abate  or  remove  the  flimulus  from 
the  mouths  of  the  lymphatics.  This  fadl  is  fuf~ 
ficient,  I  think,  to  convince  us  of  the  import¬ 
ance  of  diflinguifhing  in  pradtice  the  idiopathic 
buboes,  or  fuch  as  o we  their  origin  to  the  vene¬ 
real  virus  abforbed  from  fhancres  of  the  genitals 
or  extremities,  from  fympathetic  ones,  arifmg 
from  the  mere  irritation  of  the  lymphatic  veffels, 
and  generally  accompanying  fimple  gonorrhoeas, 
iwelled  tefiicles,  &c,  without  the  appearance  of 
any  venereal  ulcer. 

Thus  far  with  regard  to  the  treatment  of 
venereal  buboes  by  refolution.  I  now  come  to 
treat  of  thofe  that  are  either  too  far  gone  to  admit 
of  refolution,  or  that  refill  it  on  any  other  ac¬ 
count. 

That  a  bubo  will  not  admit  of  refolution,  we 
know  by  the  tumour  continuing  to  increafe  in  fize5 
and  becoming  red  and  painful  after  the  proper 
application  of  the  mercurial  fridlions  or  other 
refolvents  had  been  made  ule  of  for  four  or  five 
days.  As  foon  as  we  obferve,  thus,  all  our  at¬ 
tempts  to  procure  a  refolution  fruftrated,  we  are 
mow  to  employ  all  means  to  bring  on  as  mild  and 
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fpeedy  a  fuppuration  as  poffible.  Here,  however, 
we  meet  with  three  kinds  of  buboes  eflentially 
different  from  one  another,  each  of  which  re¬ 
quires  a  treatment  peculiar  to  itfelf,  nay  diame¬ 
trically  oppofite  to  that  of  the  other.  This  di- 
ftin&ion  is  fo  material,  that  the  treatment  which 
will  bring  the  one  kind  to  a  mild  fuppuration,  if 
applied  to  the  other,  may  occafion  very  dangerous 
fymptoms,  and  even  prove  fatal. 

Inthej€r/2,all  the  fymptoms  of  inflammation  run 
\Tery  high,  fometimes  even  to  mortification ;  in  the 
fecond ,  the  fame  fymptoms  feem  to  arife  from  too 
great  an  irritability  of  the  body ;  whereas,  in  the 
third ,  the  moil  irritating  medicines  are  hardly  able 
to  raife  the  inflammation  to  fuch  a  pitch  as  is  ne- 
ceffary  for  bringing  on  a  fuppuration.  In  the  for¬ 
mer,  it  is  neceffary  to  moderate  the  inflammatory 
diathefis :  in  the  latter,  to  excite  and  augment  it* 
When  the  patient,  therefore,  is  otherwife  of  a 
healthy,  ftrong,  and  vigorous  conflitution  ;  the 
inflammation  high ;  the  pain  fevere,  and  accom¬ 
panied  with  an  inflammatory  fever;  bleeding* 
fometimes  even  repeated  as  circumflances  require* 
may  be  neceffary.  Leeches,  however,  or,  in  want 
of  them,  fcarification  of  the  part  affefted,  are  of¬ 
ten  preferable  to  general  bleedings.  In  other  re- 
fpeQs,  low  diet,  cooling  drink,  an  antiphlogiflic 
purgative,  the  warm  bath,  and  an  emollient  poul¬ 
tice  applied  conftantly  warm  to  the  gland,  and 
changed  when  it  grows  cool,  are  to  be  infilled 
upon  in  thefe  kinds  of  buboes. 

In  the  fecond  kind,  the  fymptoms  of  inflame 
mation  feem  to  run  very  high,  merely  from  too 
great  an  irritability.  But  this  may  be  eafily  diftin- 
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guifhed  from  the  other,  by  the  weaker,  fmoothcr* 
and  more  frequent  pulfe  ;  as  alfo  by  the  confti- 
tution  of  the  patient.  In  fuch  circumftances, 
general  evacuations,  inftead  of  being  of  fervice,  I 
obferved  in  general  to  be  really  prejudicial :  the 
patient,  on  the  contrary,  ought  to  be  allowed  a 
fuller  diet ;  opium  ought  to  be  given  every  night 
or  every  other  night,  the  Peruvian  bark  through 
the  day ;  and  to  the  external  emolient  applications 
we  here  properly  join  fome  fedatrve.  In  a  cafe  of 
this  kind  probably  it  was,  that  Mr  Brambilla  faw 
a  young  man  to  whom  a  bubo  proved  fatal  by 
becoming  gangrenous,  after  a  courfe  of  calome! 
along  with  a  ftrong  decoftion  of  the  woods  was 
adminiftered  to  him.  I  muft  make  upon  this  oc~ 
cafion  a  general  remark,  that  mercury  ought 
never  to  be  given  either  internally  or  externally* 
unlefs  for  fome  very  particular  reafon,  during  the 
inflammatory  ftate  of  a  bubo,  or  any  other  vene¬ 
real  complaint.  During  that  ftate,  I  have  never 
feen  any  good,  but  often  very  bad  effefts  refult- 
ing  from  it,  and  more  efpecially  when  rubbed 
into  the  inflamed  gland. 

The  third  kind  of  buboes,  effentrally  different 
from  the  two  former,  we  meet  not  unfrequently 
in  patients  of  relaxed,  debilitated,  or  of  a  cachectic 
or  fcorbutic  habit  of  body.  When  this  is  the  cafe* 
the  tumour  of  the  gland,  though  it  feems  red  and 
inflamed,  will  rife  very  little  and  {lowly  ;  the  pa¬ 
tient  feels  but  little  pain  ;  no  fever  attends;  or, 
if  any,  it  is  rather  of  the  low  kind,  and  the  pulfe 
is  weak,  with  fome  depreffion  of  fpirits. — In  fuch 
cafes,  (that  of  fea-fcurvy  excepted)  mercury  will 
fome  times  be  ufeful  and  neceffary,  but  evacuations 
of  any  kind  are  hurtful ;  a  full  diet  with  wine  will 
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be  proper ;  and  an  infufion  of  bark  in  wine  or 
fome  other  ftrengthening  and  aromatic  medicines, 
together  with  local  applications  of  more  or  lefs 
aftive  ftimulants,  will  Be  proper. 

If  fymptoms  of  the  fea-lcurvy  prevail,  mercury 
ought  never  to  be  made  ufeof;  the  patient  may, 
befides  the  ufe  of  wine  and  Peruvian  bark,  &c.  ' 
eat  oranges  and  other  ripe  fruit,  or  make  ufe  of 
the  juice  of  antifcorbutic  herbs,  and  take  mode¬ 
rate  exercife  in  a  free  open  air  every  day. 

If  by  thefe  means,  or  by  any  other  method,  the 
bubo  is  at  laft  brought  to  fuppuration,  molt 
writers  advife  the  artificial  opening  of  the  ab¬ 
fcefs  ;  but  I  choofe  rather  to  leave  this  to  nature. 
From  experience  I  have  found,  that  nature,  left 
to  herfelf,  fcarce  ever  fails  to  make  an  opening  in 
due  time ;  whereas,  artificial  openings  are  often 
made  before  nature  defires  it,  to  wit,  before  the 
abfcefs  is  fully  formed  and  ripe.  I  have  befides 
©bferved  another  advantage;  viz.  that  the  abfcefs 
opened  by  nature  generally  heals  much  eafier  ; 
whereas,  that  opened  by  an  incifion,  or  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  a  cauftic,  I  have  feen  fometimes  followed 
by  difagreeable  confequences,  not  only  making 
the  cure  more  tedious  and  troublefome,  but 
leaving  a  large  cicatrix  behind  ;  which  laft  we 
ought  always  to  make  an  elfential  point  carefully 
to  avoid,  efpecially  in  women,  for  reafons  fuffi- 
ciently  obvious.  In  this  we  (hall  generally  fuc- 
ceed,  if  the  operation  is  left  to  nature.  The  ab¬ 
fcefs  then,  does  generally  not  open,  till  there  is 
a  thorough  fuppuration  of  the  gland ;  and  the 
cicatrix  is  in  a  fhort  time  after,  for  the  moft  part* 
either  fcarcely  vifible,  or  entirely  difappears. 

/  .  1 3  There 
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There  are,  however,  Tome  particular  cafes  in 
which  it  may  be  proper  to  affift  nature,  either 
by  making  a  dilatation  of  the  opening,  or  making 
an  artificial  incifion  altogether.  Where  we  meet 
with  buboes,  which,  notwithftanding  the  means 
above  mentioned,  remain  inflamed  and  hard, 
without  either  coming  to  a  refolution  or  fuppu- 
ration,  befides  other  remedies  a  final!  bit  of  the 
lapis  infernalis  or  common  cauftic,  about  the  fize 
of  a  pea,  may  be  advantageoufly  applied  to  the 
middle  of  the  bubo,  for  about  two,  or  at  moft 
three  hours,  the  efchar  afterwards  anointed 
with  a  little  of  the  unguentum  cceruleum  fortius, 
and  the  whole  covered  wfith  a  warm  emollient 
poultice.  This  method,  firft  propofed  by  Mr 
Plenck,  I  have  feen  feveral  times  followed  with 
fuccefs. 

Here  I  muft  add,  that,  in  feveral  inffances,  I 
Lave  obferved  the  common  method  of  applying  a 
large  cauftic  on  the  bubo  for  ten  or  twelve  hours, 
in  order  to  bring  it  to  fuppuration,  attended  with 
very  bad  confequences.  The  event,  in  two  cafes, 
was  a  mortification,  and  in  others  a  very  large 
ichorous  and  bad  ulcer,  which  in  one  inftance 
appeared  really  to  grow  cancerous,  and  at  laft 
proved  fatal  to  the  patient :  this,  I  have  never 
leen  happen  from  the  application  of  the  fmall 
cauftic  above  mentioned. 

In  other  cafes,  inftead  of  the  cauftic,  we  may 
fometimes  expebi  the  fame  effeft  from  an  applica¬ 
tion  of  the  empiaftrum  commune  cum  gummi ; 
or  from  a  poultice  made  of  onions  limply  roafted, 
or  boiled  in  oil.  A  luppurative  liniment  has  alfo 
been  recommended,  made  of  equal  parts  of  the  un¬ 
guentum 
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guentum  de  arthanita,  the  unguentum  mercuriale, 
and  the  bruifed  mandragora  root,  mixed  with  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  honey  ;  but  I  never  had  an 
opportunity  of  trying  it. 

When  the  abfcefs  has  been  opened  either  by 
nature  or  art,  we  are  generally  advifed  to  admi- 
nifter  mercury  internally  and  externally,  and  thus 
treat  the  ulcer  as  a  venereal  one.  This  praffice 
is  generally  undoubtedly  very  good  ;  but  in  fome 
cafes  mercurial  friftions,  or  mercury  given  in¬ 
ternally,  will  prove  hurtful,  nay  often  give  rife  to 
very  dangerous  fymptoms. 

No  general  method,  therefore,  can  be  laid 
down  for  the  treatment  of  an  exulcerated  bubo  ; 
but  the  praftitioner  mull  be  direfted  by  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  difeafe,  and  the  conftitution  of  the  pa¬ 
tient,  as  mentioned  above,  where  I  fpoke  of  the 
inflammatory  ftate  of  buboes.  If  the  patient  be 
vigorous,  without  fever,  the  pufs  of  a  good  con¬ 
fluence  and  mild  nature,  no  external  application 
to  the  fore  feems  neceflary ;  but  a  continuation 
of  the  fame  poultice  which  brought  on  the  fuppu- 
ration,  will  certainly  forward  the  cure  more  than 
any  thing  elfe.  If  the  abfcefs  aflumes  the  nature 
of  a  venereal  ulcer,  mercurial  injeciions  may  be 
joined  to  the  internal  ufe  of  that  mineral. 

But  there  are  other  cafes  of  ulcerated  buboes, 
which  have  hitherto  either  been  entirely  over* 
looked,  or  not  properly  attended  to.  Sometimes 
the  abfcefs,  inltead  of  healing,  either  remains, 
under  the  continued  ufe  of  mercury,  in  the  fame 
ftate  for  many  weeks,  or  alfumes  a  relaxed  and 
flabby  appearance ;  the  difcharge  is  copious, 
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thin,  and  ichorous ;  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  health 
of  the  patient,  inftead  of  growing  better,  gradually 
grows  worfe  and  worfe.  In  thefe  circumftances, 
a  quite  different  treatment  will  be  neceffary.  If 
the  mercury  before  adminiftered,  has  produced 
fome  fenfible  effefts  of  its  having  been  abforbed 
into  the  mafs,  we  fhould  not  obftinately  afcribe 
the’  prefent  fymptoms  to  the  inefficacy  of  the 
mercurial  preparation  we  have  made  ufe  of,  and 
confequently  have  recourfe  to  another.  We 
ought  rather  to  take  the  hint  given  by  nature, 
and  not  perlift  longer  in  the  ufe  of  a  remedy  from 
which  we  find  no  good  effe£L  Mercury  is  a 
poifon  for  thofe  patients :  they  require  a  full  diet, 
wine,  an  infufion  of  the  bark  in  wine,  with  a  free 
ufe  of  the  country  air,  and  gentle  exercife.  For 
the  ulcer,  aninjeflion  of  the  aqua  vitriolica  cam- 
pharata,  or,  according  to  circumftances,  a  fomen¬ 
tation  with  the  Peruvian  bark  repeated  twice  or 
three  times  a«day,  is  the  neceffary  application ;  the 
fore  ihould  be  covered  with  fine  lint  or  a  piece  of 
foft  fponge,  that  the  matter  may  be  freely  difchar- 
ged.  The  dreffings  may  be  kept  on  by  a  piece  of 
adhefive  plafter  lpread  on  linen.  To  prevent 
excoriations  of  the  thigh  from  the  acrid  dif- 
charge  of  fuch  ulcers,  the  application  of  a  little 
white  cerate  to  the  furrounding  part  will  be  fuf- 
ficient. 

X  .. 

The  following  cafe  will  ferve  as  an  illuflration 
of  what  I  have  juft  now  aflerted.  An  ulcerated 
bubo  was,  according  to  the  common  courfe  of 
praftice,  treated  as  a  venereal  one,  by  the  internal 
and  external  ufe  of  mercury.  The  patient  was  by 
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this  method,  after  eight  weeks  time,  fo  much  re¬ 
duced,  and  the  ulcer  had  fo  bad  an  appearance, 
that  it  was  thought  proper  to  have  the  advice  of 
another  perfon  ;  when  I  was  confulted.  I  found, 
upon  examination,  the  flabby  relaxed  atonic  ap- 
pearance  of  the  ulcer.  I  told  the  phyfician  and 
furgeon,  who  hitherto  had  treated  the  patient, 
that  I  thought  the  continuation  of  mercury  im¬ 
proper  ;  that  the  internal  and  external  ufe  of 
{Lengthening  medicines,  and  a  full  diet,  with  wine, 
were  the  only  remedies.  They  both  were  of  opi¬ 
nion,  that  my  advice  was  an  unreafonabie  one ; 
and  that  the  ufe  of  mercury  was  to  be  continued, 
only  in  a  different  preparation.  However,  after 
a  good  deal  of  converfation,  I  prevailed  on  them 
to  try  only  for  eight  or  ten  days  what  I  had  pro* 
pofed ;  and  the  patient  finding  the  courfe  agreed 
with  him,  he  continued  the  fame  for  about  fix 
weeks,  when  he  was  perfectly  recovered. 

A  fimilar  cafe  occurred  fbme  time  ago  to  a 
friend  of  mine  in  London,  who  gave  the  fame  ad¬ 
vice  to  a  patient  that  had  been  treated  before  for 
a  long  time  in  the  like  manner,  and  the  patient 
found  the  fame  benefit  of  it.  A  remarkable  cir- 
cumftance  I  mu  ft  take  notice  of,  which  happened 
with  this  latter  patient :  under  the  courfe  of 
mercurials  he  fweated  every  night  a  great  deal ;  he 
put  on  every  morning  a  clean  fliirt,  made  of  new 
linen ;  all  thefe  fhirts,  about  a  dozen  in  number, 
after  having  been  once  or  twice  wafhed  with 
other  linen  in  the  common  manner,  grew  fo  ten¬ 
der,  that  they  feemed  to  be  quite  rotten. 

If,  after  a  fuppuration  has  taken  place,  and  the 
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abfcefs  has  been  opened,  part  of  the  gland  fhould 
Hill  remain  fwelled  and  hard,  repeated  purges, 
with  the  continued  ufe  of  the  above-mentioned 
remedies,  will  effectually  remove  that  diforder. 

The  finales  or  fiftulas  which  are  fometimes  apt 
to  arife  after  fuch  ulcers,  are  for  the  mod  part 
eafily  prevented,  as  well  by  proper  injections,  as 
by  a  fuitable  pofture  of  the  patient  when  in  bed, 
and  by  a  gentle,  but  careful  preffure,  fqueezing  out 
the  matter  all  round,  every  morning  and  evening. 

If  fiftulas  orfinufes  have  been  formed  from  aa 
ulcerated  bubo,  and  refufe  to  yield  to  the  above- 
mentioned  injections,  the  knife  mud  be  employ¬ 
ed:  however,  they  feldom  or  never  occur,  if  the 
furgeon  be  attentive  to  the  pofture  of  the  patient, 
dilate  the  opening  in  time  if  neceffary,  and  the 
patient  complies  exaCtly  with  his  directions. 

Hemlock,  both  internally  and  externally  ap¬ 
plied,  has  been  ftrongly  recommended  for  cance¬ 
rous  as  well  as  fchirrhous  buboes  :  but  I  never 
faw  it  effeCt  a  radical  cure  where  there  was  a  real 
cancer ;  though  there  is  nothing  to  hinder  its  be¬ 
ing  tried :  but  in  fuch  cafes,  the  only  method, 
that  I  know  for  avoiding  death,  or  at  leaft  a 
mod  miierable  life,  is  the  total  excifton  of  the 
cancerous  gland,  if  practicable,  and  that  not  too 
long  deferred. 

Having  thus  finifhed  the  treatment  of  topical 
venereal  complaints,  I  now  proceed  to  thofe  ari¬ 
sing  from  an  univerfal  infeCtion,  or,  as  it  is  com* 
monly  called,  a  confirmed  pox . 
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CHAP.  XL 


On  the  Syphilis,  or  Venereal  Difeafe  in  par¬ 
ticular.  . 


HAVING  premifed  fome  neceflary  obferva- 
tions  concerning  venereal  infebiion,  the 
nature  of  the  virus,  and  the  different  appear¬ 
ances  of  fyphilitic  complaints  in  general,  in  the 
beginning  of  this  treatife,  I  now  enter  into  the 
confideration  of  the  nature,  fymptoms,  and  cure 
of  the  fyphilis  or  venereal  difeafe,  commonly 
called  confirmed  lues  or  pox,  in  particular. 

The  effebis  or  fymptoms  which  the  venereal 
virus  is  apt  to  produce  when  abforbed  into  the 
mafs,  are  fhortly  as  follow. 

l.  In  the  eyes:  The  mod  violent  of  all  inflam¬ 
mations,  with  a  difcharge  of  puriform  matter, 
(from  a  repelled  gonorrhoea),  ending  generally  in 
perfebl  blindnefs;  or  an  ophthalmy  of  a  more 
chronic  kind,  from  the  venereal  virus  depofited 
from  the  mafs,  affebfing  the  eye  itfelf,  or  the  eye- 
lids ;  and  fometimes  alfo  the  fiflula  lachrymalis. 

2.  In  the  ears :  Deafnefs,  with  or  without  a  pu¬ 
riform  difcharge,  (from  a  repelled  gonorrhoea), 
or  from  the  venereal  virus  affefting  the  ear,  or  the 
orifice  of  the  Euftachiaa  tube  in  the  fauces. 

3.  i« 
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In  the  nofe .  Ulcers  in  the  noftrils ;  an  ulce¬ 
ration  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  nofe,  with 
a  caries  of  the  bones,  and  a  difcharge  of  fetid 
ichor,  known  by  the  name  of  ozcena . 

4.  In  the  mouth  and  throat .  Ulcers,  caries  of 
the  offa  palatina  or  antrum  maxillare,  erofion  of 
the  velum,  &c.  fore  throat,  coryza,  paraphonia. 

5.  In  or  about  the  genital  parts,  it  will  either 
produce*  or  what  indeed  is  more  frequently  the 
cafe,  it  will  prove,  a  perpetual  fomes  of  excoria¬ 
tions,  ulcers,  fiftulas,  gleets,  warts,  condylomata, 
polypi.  Whether  the  gonorrhoeas,  fwelled  tef- 
ticles,  or  buboes,  ever  arife  from  the  poifon  be¬ 
ing  depofited  there  from  the  mafs,  is  with  me, 
for  want  of  authenticated  fafts,  dill  a  matter  of 
doubt,  as  I  mentioned  above. 

6.  Inthejkin :  Copper-coloured  fpots,  tetters, 
fcabs,  efpecially  on  the  margin  of  the  fcalp,  or 
in  the  beard;  a  fcald  head,  or  tinea;  and  when 
the  difeafe  is  very  inveterate,  it  fometimes,  tho* 
feldom,  produces  a  kind  of  leprofy  over  the  whole 
furface  of  the  body ;  a  corruption  of  the  nails, 
and  ulcers  of  the  moft  malignant  kind,  in  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  body. 

7.  In  the  bones :  Either  the  moft  painful  and  ex¬ 
cruciating  fwellings,  commonly  called  tophi ,  ex* 
ojiofes ,  &c.  efpecially  troublefome  at  night  when 
the  patient  grows  warm  in  bed ;  or  an  ulceration 
in  their  external,  or  a  corruption  of  their  internal 
fubftanee,  difeafes  known  by  the  name  of  caries 
and  fpina  vento/a .  The  bones  moft  liable  to  be 
affe&ed  by  this  difeafe,  are  thofe  which  are  not 
covered  with  mufcles,  as  the  tibia^  the  radius,  the 
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elbow,  the  proceflus  eoracoideus,  the  fternum,, 
the  os  frontis,  and  other  bones  of  the  head,  &c. 

8.  Sometimes  the  venereal  poifon  will  produce 
effefts,  the  nature  of  which  is  fo  concealed,  that 
they  jTeem  rather  owing  to  fome  other  caufe. 
Such  are  pains  in  feveral  parts  of  the  body  re** 
fembling  thofe  of  the  rheumatifm ;  pains  in  the 
articulations  refembling  the  gout ;  white  fwell- 
ing ;  nervous  or  he£lic  fevers ;  confumptions  of 
the  lungs,  or  fimple  emaciation  without  any  ap¬ 
parent  vice  in  any  vifeus  of  the  body.— Thefe 
fymptoms  have  by  phyficians  obtained  the  name 
of  morbi  venerei  larvati . 

9.  Sometimes  the  lues  is  really  combined  with 
other  diforders,  fuch  as  the  fea-feurvy,  intermit¬ 
tent  fevers,  confumptions,  &c.  Thefe  are  called 
morbi  venerei  complicati ,  and  deferve  the  turn  oil  at¬ 
tention  of  the  praftitioner ;  becaufe  the  fuccels 
of  the  cure  will  often  in  a  great  meafure  depend 
on  the  accurate  knowledge  and  diftinclion  of  thefe 
complaints. 

The  fpecific  remedy  now  generally  applied  for 
all  kinds  of  venereal  diforders,  is  mercury  in  its 
different,  preparations.  Though  there  are  per¬ 
haps  remedies  of  the  vegetable  kingdom  equally 
powerful  as  mercury  to  cure  the  venereal  difeafe 
in  all  its  ftages,  they  being  either  unknown  or 
difficult  to  be  got,  are  neglefted.  Mercury  is 
made  ufe  of,  not  only  on  account  of  its  fpecific 
power  againft  this  diforder,  but  becaufe  it  is  a 
remedy  which  is  cheap,  eafily  to  be  got,  and 
quick  and  certain  in  its  effefts ;  in  the  fame 
manner,  though  we  can  cure  agues  by  other  reme- 
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dies,  we  employ  now-a-days  feldom  any  thin’g 
el fe  but  the  Peruvian  bark. 

Several  hypothefes  have  been  advanced  in  order 
to  explain  the  manner  in  which  mercury  pro¬ 
duces  thofe  powerful  effefts.  None  of  them  are 
founded  on  real  fa6is  ;  all  of  them  are  therefore 
little  fatisfaftory.  Some  fay  mercury  a£ls  by  its 
metallic  weight,  others  by  its  aflringent  quality, 
others  by  its  power  of  promoting  all  kinds  of  ex¬ 
cretions,  and  fo  on.  If  thofe  writers  had  only 
confidered,  that  fometimes  two  or  three  grains  of 
mercury  brought  into  the  mafs,  make  the  mod 
violent  venereal  fymptoms  difappear,  I  think  they 
would  have  never  had  recourfe  to  fuch  an  explica¬ 
tion.  Perhaps,  if  there  was  an  opinion  to  be  advan¬ 
ced  about  this  matter,  chimiftry  could  afford  us  a 
more  reafonable  and  fatisfaftory  theory,  by  fup- 
pofing  that  mercury  has  a  peculiar  attradiive 
power,  or  what  is  commonly  called  a  chemical 
affinity ,  to  the  venereal  poifon,  by  means  of  which, 
wherever  it  meets  with  that  poifon,  it  readily 
unites,  and  forms  a  kind  of  compound  with  it, 
which  now  has  no  longer  any  of  the  qualities 
which  either  of  the  fubfiances  had  before  the 
union  ;  and  therefore  the  effetl  produced  by  the 
poifon  muff,  in  the  moment  that  union  takes  place, 
unavoidably  ceafe,  and  the  patient  find  hi  in  felt 
either  relieved,  or,  if  the  poifon  has  been  faturated 
with  a  fufficient  quantity  of  mercury,  be  radi¬ 
cally  cured.  By  this  theory  we  would  perhaps  be 
more  able  not  only  to  account  fora  few  grains  of 
mercury  relieving  fometimes  the  mod  excruciat¬ 
ing  venereal  pains  qf  the  bones,  but  alfo  why  mer¬ 
cury 
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sury  taken  internally  removes  venereal  ulcers, 
without  any  external  application,  &c.  It  would 
further  feem  probable  from  thefe  effefts,  that 
mercury  has  a  greater  chemical  attraftion  to  the 
venereal  poifon,  than  it  has  to  any  acid ;  and  that, 
given  in  any  of  its  faline  preparations,  wherever 
it  meets  with  that  poifon,  it  leavhs  immediately 
the  acid  with  which  it  was  combined,  and  unites 
with  the  poifon.  I  could  fupport  this  opinion* 
perhaps,  if  I  added,  that  mercury  cures  the  vene¬ 
real  difeafe  the  eafier  and  fooner  the  more  mi¬ 
nutely  it  is  divided;  that,  in  order  to  produce 
the  defired  effe£l,  it  is  always  neceffary  that  it 
be  abforbed  into  the  mafs ;  but  that  it  never  cures 
the  venereal  complaints  though  abforbed  into 
the  mafs,  if  not  carried  in  lufficient  quantity 
to  the  place  or  part  affe&ed.  In  this  manner 
we  could  perhaps  eafier  explain  why  it  oftesi 
cures  the  venereal  diforder  without  any  fen- 
fible  increafe  of  any  of  the  different  fecretions  or 
excretions  of  the  body  ;  and  why,  if  it  produces 
purging,  immoderate  fweating,  or  falivation* 
it  very  often  leaves  the  venereal  difeafe  uncured 
behind.  But  though  we  could  thus  refolve  all 
thefe  different  queflions  in  a  more  fatisfaftory 
manner,  I  mufi:  confefs  that  this  theory  is  as 
little  as  the  former  founded  on  any  real  faft,  but 
©n  mere  conje&ures ;  and  therefore,  as  long  as  it 
remains  in  this  date,  it  is  equally  ufelefs  as  all 
other  hypothefes  in  the  praClice  of  phyfic,  where 
it  may  be  lufficient  for  us  to  know  the  fpecific 
remedy  to  cure  the  diforder,  without  being  ac¬ 
quainted  how  it  produces  its  effects*  though  fuck 
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a  knowledge,  could  it  be  attained,  would  lead 
undoubtedly  to  great  improvements  in  curing- 
thofe  complaints^. 

Method  of  Cure . 

If  the  patient  be  flrong  enough  to  bear  the  im¬ 
mediate  ufe  of  mercury,  I  begin  generally  by 
giving  him  a  purgative  ;  and  the  next  day  I  let 
him  bathe  in  a  warm  bath,  made  of  a  decoftion 
of  bran,  or  of  fimple  foft  water.  In  this  bath, 
the  warmth  of  which  fhould  be  determined  by  the 
agreeable  feeling  of  the  patient,  he  ought  to  fit 
for  half  an  hour  or  an  hour’s  time ;  during  the 
latter  end  of  which  time,  he  may  be  rubbed  gently 
all  over  with  a  flelh-brulh,  or  a  piece  of  flannel. 
Coming  out  of  the  bath  he  may  take  a  glafs  of 
good  wine,  if  his  circumflances  will  admit  it, 
and  then  go  to  bed.  By  thefe  means  the  Ikin  will  be 
well  cleanfed,  and  be  better  fitted  for  tranfmitting 
the  perfpiration.  If  he  is  plethoric,  or  accuftomed 
to  bleeding,  venefeftion  may  be  proper  and  ufe- 
ful,  previous  to  his  beginning  the  ufe  of  mercury. 

With  regard  to  the  feveral  mercurial  prepara¬ 
tions,  I  lhall  fpeak  hereafter.  We  fhould  only  be 
careful  and  attentive  to  obferve  whether  the  mer¬ 
curial  courfe  agrees,  at  firft,  with  the  patient ;  and 
if  it  does  not  agree,  without  hefitation  change  it. 
Thofe  patients  who  will  not  bear  friftions,  bear 

fometimes 


*  Thofe  of  my  readers  who  with  to  be  more  fully  inftrudted 
about  the  operation  and  ufe  of  mercury,  I  muft  refer  to  Dr  Dun- 
can's  Observations  on  the  fubjodfc,  publiihed  at  Edinburgh, 
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fometimes  very  readily  the  internal  life  of  crude 
mercury  or  its  faline  preparations,  and  viceverfa. 
Others  who  will  not  bear  mercury  internally, 
will  bear  the  fri£iions,  or  fometimes  will  not 
bear  one  mercurial  preparation,  while  they  bear 
another.  Some  will  bear  them  more  eafily  in 
pills,  others  in  powder,  or  diffolved  in  fome  li¬ 
quid.  To  thofe  whofe  conllitution  circumllances 
or  choice  are  again!!  mercurial  friftions,  we  may 
give  Plenck’s  folution  of  mercury  in  gum  ara- 
bic,  made  into  pills:  they  agree  with  molt 
ftomachs,  even  fuch  as  fometimes  can  bear 
no  other  mercurial  preparation ;  or,  accord¬ 
ing  to  circumllances,  crude  mercury  fubdued 
with  conferve  of  rofes,  or  conferva  cardiaca,  calo¬ 
mel  prepared  according  to  Mr  Scheele  s  dire&ion, 
and  the  hydragyrum  nitratum  cinereum,  or  fiulvis 
mercurii  cinereus  of  the  new  Edinburgh  Phar¬ 
macopoeia,  are  the  mildell  and  perhaps  moll 
fuitable  preparations  for  thofe  ftomachs  which 
are  not  able  to  bear  any  other  faline  mercurial 
preparation.  Mercury  rubbed  down  withfugar- 
candy,  or  calcined  mercury  mixed  with  opium, 
may  fometimes,  according  to  circumllances,  be 
very  advantageous;  but,  as  I  have  mentioned 
before,  great  judgment  and  attention  are  re¬ 
quired  in  adminiftering  thofe  medicines,  as  well 
as  with  regard  to  diet,  bathing,  &c.  which  it 
is  impoflible  to  enter  into  a  minute  detail  of 
any  particular  circumftance.  The  following 
rules,  however,  befides  thofe  to  be  mentioned 
below  under  the  head  of  Mercurial  Preparations , 
may  ferve  as  general  ones. 

The  patient  whom  we  undertake  to  cure  of  the 
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lues,  muff,  have  fufficient  flrength  to  bear  the  ufe 
of  mercury;  and  neither  be  affe&ed  with  any 
nervous,  putrid,  heftic,  or  inflammatory  fever, 
nor  with  fea-fcurvy,  or  cancerous  complaints,  or 
gangrenous  ulcers.  In  all  thefe  cafes,  I  have  con- 
ftantly  obferved  mercury  not  only  prove  hurtful, 
but  in  fome  inftances,  where  its  ufe  was  infilled 
upon,  even  fatal  to  the  patient.  Thofe  dis¬ 
orders,  if  poflible,  fhould  therefore  be  previ- 
oufly  removed ;  or  if  the  venereal  fymptoms  pre¬ 
vail  fo  much,  that  they  make  the  immediate  ufe 
of  mercury  indifpenfably  neceflary,  proper  me¬ 
dicines  ought  to  be  conjoined  with  mercury. 

For  reftoring  a  proper  degree  of  flrength  and 
vigour,  an  healthful  country  air  is  one  of  the  firfl 
requifites ;  then  afles  or  cows  milk  as  it  cornea 
from  the  animal ;  or,  what  in  fome  inftances  I 
have  found  far  better  for  patients  in  eafy  circum- 
ftances,  a  ftrong  healthy  country  wet-nurfe, 
whom  the  patient  may  fuck  himfelf ;  or  if  he 
finds  this  difagreeable,  (or  too  dangerous),  the 
breaft  of  the  woman  may  be  drawn  with  a  proper 
inftrument,  and  the  patient  fhould  drink  the  milk 
immediately:  this  milk  is  the  greateft  flrength- 
ener  I  know  of,  for  debilitated  patients.  IJis 
diet  may  otherwifc  confift  of  light  puddings; 
tender  meat  of  middle-aged  animals  of  all  kinds, 
not  too  fat,  efpecially  roafled ;  and  at  dinner, 
if  he  likes  good  ftrong  beer  (or  porter),  he  may 
drink  it ;  otherwife  a  few  glafles  of  good  and  ge¬ 
nuine  Spanifh  or  Hungarian  wine  will  be  ufeiul. 
Moderate  exercife  of  any  kind,  and  occafionally 
fri£lions  of  the  whole  body,  will  greatly  affift  the 
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above  regimen.  As  for  medicines,  he  fhould  in 
general  take  none  ;  or,  if  their  ufe  ftiould  be  abfo- 
lutely  necefiary,  or  if  the  patient  defires  any,  fmall 
dofes  of  the  beft  Peruvian  bark,  finely  powdered 
in  fubflance,  or  mixed  witji  genuine  old  hock,  I 
have  found  excellent.  If  the  patient  be  very  low, 
a  tin&ure  made  of  iron  diffolved  in  vitriolic  aether, 
I  have  found  fuperior  to  any  other  medicine. 
The  cold  bath  will  be  fometimes  ufeful,  but  at 
other  times  very  improper.  This,  with  cheerful 
company,  and  avoiding  venery  or  nofturnal  pol¬ 
lutions,  will  greatly  contribute  to  recover  the 
ftrength  necefiary  for  enabling  the  patient  to  bear 
the  ufe  of  mercury.  I  {hall,  however,  make  one 
remark  more  here,  which,  as  far  as  I  know,  has 
not  been  taken  notice  of  by  any  former  writer 
on  this  fubjeft,  that  weaknefs,  low-fpiritednefs, 
and  anaphrodyfia,  are  fometimes  the  immediate 
cffefts  of  the  venereal  virus  lurking  in  the  body, 
and  in  that  cafe  I  have  found  mercury  to  be  the 
beft  ftrengthener ;  I  have  feen  people  in  that  ftate 
gain  fo  much  ftrength  in  eight  or  ten  days,  from 
the  internal  ufe  of  mercury,  that  they  were  moft 
agreeably  furprifed. 

During  the  ufe  of  mercury,  a  mixed  diet  of 
vegetables  and  animals,  as  the  moft  natural  to 
mankind,  is  proper  ;  avoiding  fat,  hard,  indiges¬ 
tible  food.  Acids  will  fometimes  caufe  a  griping 
or  purging,  under  a  courfe  of  mercury :  where 
that  happens,  they  fhould  be  avoided.  At  table, 
the  moderate  ufe  of  wine  cannot  be  hurtful.  As 
to  porter,  or  any  other  kind  of  beer,  it  does 
not  agree  with  all  ftomachs  under  a  mercurial 
courfe ;  where  it  does,  I  fee  no  reafon  why  it  may 
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not  be  moderately  indulged,  and  I  never  Taw  in 
thofe  c  ire  urn  fiances  any  harm  from  it.  But 
what  I  principally  infill  upon,  is,  that  the  patient 
fhould  go  early  to  bed:  indulging  fleep  is  rather 
ferviceable  during  a  mercurial  courfe.  Moderate 
cxercife  on  foot,  in  a  chaife,  or  on  horfeback,  if 
the  air  be  warm  and  dry,  I  found  always  more 
tifeful,  than  to  confine  him  to  his  room.  But  if 
the  weather  be  moifl  or  very  cold,  it  will  be  fafer 
to  flay  at  hotne.  Night  air  is  particularly  dan¬ 
gerous  ;  for  it  is  in  general  cold  and  damp,  and 
fhould  be  therefore,  by  every  patient  under  a 
mercurial  courfe,  mofl  caiefully  avoided.  I  have 
known  feveral  inflances,  where  venereal  patients^ 
during  the  ufe  of  mercury,  through  inattention 
to  this  point,  have  ruined  their  health  and  confli- 
tution  for  many  years,  or  even  for  life.  Where 
the  patient’s  bufinefs  or  circumflances  of  life  ab- 
folutely  oblige  him  to  go  out  in  very  cold  or 
damp  weather,  he  fhould  never  do  it  without 
being  warm  cloathed,  and  wearing  a  flannel  or. 
callicoe  waiflcoat  under  his  fhirt,  and  a  pair  of 
good  warm  woollen  (lockings. 

Thus  wTe  proceed  with  the  ufe  of  mercury,  if 
no  peculiar  fymptoms  prevent  it :  let  the  patient 
bathe  once  or  twice  a-week  in  a  warm  bath,  if  his 
conflitution  is  flrong  enough ;  weak  and  relaxed 
habits  will  not  admit  of  this.  But  whenever  he 
perceives  a  naufeous  talle  in  the  mouth  like  cop¬ 
per,  (linking  breath,  fwelling  of  the  gums,  tne 
teeth  feeling  as  if  they  were  fet  on  edge,  a  larger 
fecretion  of  faliva  or  fpitting  than  common,  mer¬ 
cury  fhould  be  immediately  left  off  for  fome  days, 
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a  warm  bath  and  friftions  with  the  flefh-brufh  to  be 
ufed,  a  gentle  phyfic  to  be  taken  and  occafionally 
repeated,  and  cold  moift  air  in  thofe  circumftances 
to  be  molt  carefully  avoided.  If  under  the  ufe  of 
mercury  fymptoms  of  a  general  irritation  ap¬ 
pear,  it  ought  to  be  left  off  for  fome  days,  and 
a  dofe  of  opium  to  be  given  in  its  head :  but 
if  fymptoms  of  an  inflammatory  diathefis  pre¬ 
vail,  bleeding  will  be  previoufly  neceflary.  Thus 
we  continue  with  the  ufe  of  mercury,  as  I  faid 
above,  till  the  virus  is  wholly  eradicated,  which 
will  be  in  twenty-five  or  thirty  days,  if  the 
difeafe  has  not  been  of  long  ftanding,  and  the 
fymptoms  have  not  been  very  fevere ;  but  if 
the  difeafe  be  inveterate,  and  the  (kin  or  bones 
feverely  affe&ed,  ten  or  twelve  weeks  will  be 
fometimes  neceffary  to  produce  a  complete  and 
radical  cure. 

To  know  whether  the  lues  is  radically  cured, 
is  a  nice  point  of  practical  judgment ;  and  if  I 
fay,  that,  from  a  careleflhefs  on  the  part  of  the 
patient,  or  from  want  of  knowledge  on  the  part 
of  the  pra6litioner,  with  regard  to  this  point,  a 
great  many  patients  are  unhappy,  and  fufferers, 
I  advance  nothing  but  what  we  fee  daily 
confirmed.  If  we  were  in  pofleflion  of  a  re¬ 
medy,  which,  having  the  power  of  rendering 
the  leaft  particle  of  the  venereal" vims  concealed 
in  the  body  a&ive,  and  thus  enable  us  to  difcover 
its  prefence,  like  as  the  loadflone  difcovers  the 
prefence  of  iron,  there  would  be  nothing  necef- 
fary,  but  to  adminifter  that  remedy  the  moment 
we  think  the  patient  had  taken  mercury  enough. 
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I  have  made  fome  experiments  on  this  fubjeft ; 
and  I  have  great  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  con- 
clufion  drawn  from  them  will  be  fatisfaflory  :  but 
as  I  have  not  yet  a  fufficient  number  of  authenti¬ 
cated  fa£ts  to  form  fuch  a  conclufion,  it  would  be 
premature  in  me  now  to  fay  more  on  this  fubjeft. 

As  foon  as  the  mercury  affefls  the  mouth  of 
the  patient,  we  are  fure  of  the  moll  eflential  point, 
viz.  of  its  having  entered  the  mafs,  which  is 
abfolutely  neceflary  for  eradicating  the  poifon 
lodged  there.  The  difappearing  of  internal 
venereal  fymptoms,  and  more  fo  that  of  the 
external  ones  is  another,  not  unequivocal  fign, 
that  the  mercury  has  exerted  its  aftion  upon 
the  venereal  virus.  If  venereal  ulcers  which 
arofe  from  an  infefted  mafs  begin  to  mend  or  heal, 
if  pains  or  tophufes  of  the  bones  begin  to  difap- 
pear,  &c.  under  the  ufe  of  mercury,  we  are  fure 
of  its  having  removed  the  effefts  of  the  venereal 
poifon ;  but  we  are  not  yet  fure  of  its  having  eradi¬ 
cated  entirely  every  particle  of  that  poifon  prefent 
in  the  body.  For  this  purpofe,  we  ought  to  conti¬ 
nue  the  fame  ufe  of  mercury  for  a  fortnight  or 
three  weeks  after  all  the  venereal  fymptoms  have 
entirely  difappeared,and  then  we  may  be  generally 
pretty  confident  that  our  patient  is  radically  cu¬ 
red  of  the  diforder. — I  have  obferved  in  feveral 
patients  who  bore  the  internal  ufe  of  mercury  ex¬ 
tremely  well,  as  long  as  the  difeafe  took  place ; 
whereas,  on  the  moment  the  poifon  was  eradi¬ 
cated,  they  began  to  naufeate  it,  which  proved  to 
be  the  ftandardof  their  being  radically  cured. 

But  we  mutt  carefully  remark,.  that  though  the 
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venereal  poifon  had  been  perfectly  eradicated 
from  the  mafs,  and  therefore  the  venereal  difeafe 
been  radically  cured,  there  occur  many  infiances 
in  pra&ice,  where  exoftofes,  knots,  or  fwellings 
of  the  bones,  owing  their  origin  to  the  venereal 
poifon  continue,  however,  all  the  life  through, 
without  any  bad  confequences ;  a  caries  of  the 
bones  will  often  remain,  till  nature  herfelf  or 
aflifted  by  art  has  made  the  exfoliation.  Ve¬ 
nereal  excrefcences  remaining  after  a  mercurial 
courfe  are  to  be  looked  upon  as  local  complaints, 
and  to  be  removed  by  local  remedies.  It  has  been 
a  general  obfervation,  and  I  have  feen  it  con¬ 
firmed  in  feveral  inftances,  that  the  venereal  dif- 
-  eafe  yields  eafier  to  a  good  treatment  in  warm 
and  dry  climates  and  feafons,  than  in  cold  and 
damp  ones.  This  is  the  real  reafon  that  has 
rendered  Montpelier  fo  famous  for  curing  the 
moft  obflinate  and  confirmed  lues.  This  is  like- 
wife  the  reafon  that  people,  who  are  not  cured  of 
venereal  complaints  at  Peterfburgh,  or  Stockholm, 
&c.  are  fometimes  cured  when  they  go  to  Italy  or 
Portugal ;  and  for  the  fame  reafon,  they  can  bear 
fometimes  mercury  there  without  the  leaft  incon¬ 
venience,  till  they  are  perfeftly  cured,  when  they 
could  fcarcely  bear  a  few  grains  of  it  in  cold  or 
wet  countries,  without  falling  into  an  immediate 
falivation.  I  have  feen  feveral  flriking  inftances 
of  this  kind.  This  does  not  arife  from  peculiar 
balfamic  particles  in  the  air  of  the  fouth  of  France, 
Italy,  or  Portugal ;  nor  from  any  particular  or 
fuperior  {kill  of  the  phyficians  at  Montpelier, 
above  thofe  of  London,  Stockholm,  &c.  as  the 
patients  often  wrongly  fuppofe ;  but  merely  be- 
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•eaufe  the  atmofphere  is  dry  and  warm,  and  fome« 
times  becaufe  the  formerly  negleftful  patient  be¬ 
comes  now  more  careful,  and  pays  more  exa£t 
attention  to  the  advice  of  his  phyfician  and  fur- 
geon.  A  fidlful  phyfician,  however,  will  be  able 
to  put  his  patient,  in  any  country  whatfoever, 
in  a  fituation  which  he  finds  neceffary  for  curing 
this  complaint,  by  putting  him  for  fome  weeks 
or  months  in  an  artificial  climate  as  adequate  and 
effe&ual  for  him  as  the  natural  warm  climate  of 
Montpelier,  Naples,  or  Lifbon. — One  other  cir- 
cumftance  to  be  attended  to  is,  that  patients  un¬ 
der  a  mercurial  courfe  fhould  be  told  of  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  mercury  on  gold ;  fuch  as  rings,  lace* 
watches,  &c.  By  not  attending  to  this  parti¬ 
cular,  difagreeable  difcoveries  may  fometimes  be 
made,  which  female  patients  efpecially  have 
roifon  to  avoid, 
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CHAP.  XII. 

Qn  Mercurial  Preparations  in 

general. 


* 

BEFORE  I  enter  into  the  confideration  of  the 
different  mercurial  preparations  the  reader 
will  perhaps  be  pleafed  to  fee  a  fynoptical  view 
of  all  thofe  preparations  and  compounds  of  mer¬ 
cury  hitherto  invented.  I  therefore  fubjoin  the 
following  Table : 
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TABLE  of  all  the  different  Mercurial 
Preparations  and  Compositions  hi¬ 
therto  known. 

I.  Preparation  where  the  Mercury  is  firaply 
purified. 

*  Hydrargyrum  purification, 

Mercurius  crudus  purificatus  officinarntn . 

Argentum  vivum  purificatum.  ;ib  r-n.  London, 

A» gl'u,  Quicklilver,  crude  purified  mercury  ;  G  mxnis, 
lleiiu*  queckiiiber  j  Mercure  p  are, 
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IL  Preparations  in  which  the  Mercury  is  only 
divided. 

t .  By  gums  or  mucilages ;  fueh  as  gum  arabic, 
tragacanth,  &c. 

*  Hydrargyrum  gumutojum. 

Mercurius  gumnftofus  of  Flench  (the  inventor). 

Co  M  POSIT  A* 

*  Piluht  ex  fydrargyro  gnmmofo. 

Pilulae  cx  mercuric  gummofo.  Fiend.  Pham.  Chin 
Solutio  mercurialis  gummofa.  Ibid. 

Mixtura  mercurialis.  Pharm ,  Nofcom.  Sti  Georgii. 

Potio  mercurialis.  Difpenf&torii  Novi  Bran/wicexjfs. 
t  Lac  mercuriale.  Plenck. 

*  Syr  up  vs  hydrargyri*  P  bar  mac*  Sttec. 

2.  By  refins  or  balfams ;  fuch  as  turpentine^ 
balfamum  copaiva,  &c. 

*  Hydrargyrum  Urebinthinattm ,  &c. 

Composita. 

*  Pilul a  ex  hydrargyro  ttrebinthinato. 

Pilulac  mercuriale9.  L. 

Pilulx  mercuriales  laxantes.  G. 

Pilulac  mercuriales  iialagogx.  Pharm.  Dante. 

Inje&io  mercurialis.  Pharm.  Edinb .  paaperum. 

g.  By  fuct  or  vegetable  oils ;  fuch  as  hogVIard 
goofe-fat,  or  butter  of  cocoa  nuts. 

*  Hydrargyrum  unguinofum . 

*  Unguentum  hydrargyri. 

Unguentum  ex  hydrargyro  coeruleun*.  JR, 
Unguentum  mercuriale,  feu  unguentum  NeapoHu- 
ruid.  P  bar  mac,  Anftriaco-P  rovineiatii. 

Compos  i  t  a. 

&  Unguentum  c«emleum  fortius.  JL* 

Unguentum  coeraleum  mitius.  JL» 

Unguentum  mercuriale.  D * 

'Ceratv.m  mercuriale,  L* 


j  ^ 


y  Emplaftrum  mercuriale.  0. 

Emplaftrum  ex  hydrargyro.  E. 

Emplaftrum  ex  gummi  ammoniaco  cum  mercurio.  L . 
Emplaftrum  commune  cum  mercurio.  L . 

Emplaftrum  de  ranis  cum  mercurio.  A, 

4.  By  calcareous  earth;  fuch  as  chalk,  chelae 
cancrorum,  &c. 

Mercurius  alkalifatus.  E . 

Pulvis  mercurialii.  G. 

III.  Preparations  where  the  Mercury  is  cal¬ 

cined  by  heat  and  air." 

#  Hydrargyrum  ealcinatum. 

Mercurius  calcinatus.  L .  S'. 

Mercurius  pr*cipitatus  per  fc.  X. 

Comp  qs  it  a. 

*  Pilulte  ex  hydrargyro  calcfoato. 

Pilulae  fyphihticae.  Pkantt.  No/be.  Stl  Tbomet* 

Pilulas  ex  mercurio  calcinato.  G. 

Pilulse  ex  mercurio  calcinato  anodyne.  G . 

IV.  Preparations  where  the  mercury  is  partly 

divided  and  partly  diffolved. 

*  /*  \ 

u  By  fugar-candy,  or  faccharine  compofitions ; 
fuch  as  conferva  rofarum,  cynofbati,  &c. 

*  Saccharum  hyirargyratum . 

Composita. 

*  Bolus  ex  hydrargyro  faccharato. 

Bolus  coeruleus.  Tb, 

Bolus  mcrcurialis.  G . 

2.  By  honey. 

*  Mel  hydrargyratum. 

Composita. 

Pilulte  jEthiopicae.  E. 

Piiulae  mercurialcs  purgantw;  E.  Pauf. 

Pilulae  Bellofti, 
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3.  Mercury  combined  with  fulphur,  (flowers 
of  brimftone). 

*  Hydrargyrum, Julfhuratum. 

a.  By  a  limple  trituration  or  fuficm, 

^  Hydrargyrum  fulphur  at  um  n'grum. 
iEthiops  mineralis,  O* 


Gomposita. 

Pulvis  TEthiopicus.  G. 
b.  By  fublimation. 

.  1 1 

*  Hydrargyrum  fulphur  atum  rtihrum. 

Cinnabaris  fa&itia,  feu  artificialls, 

Gomposita. 

Pulvis  antilyflus  Sinenfis.  0. 

'  r  ...  ...  •  f  y  . . 

A.  Mercury  combined  with  fulphur  of  anti- 

a.  By  finiple  trituration. 

H  Sulphur  antimonii  hydrargyratunt  nigrum* 
iEthiops  antimoniatis.  O . 

Combos  it  a. 

Pilulae  iEthiopicae.  E .  Z>. 

b.  By  fublimation. 

Sulphur  antimonii  bydrargyratuni  ruhrum. 

Cinnabaris  antimonii.  O , 

Gomposita. 

Bolus  Cinnabarinus.  G. 


mony 


5.  Mercury  combined  with  fulphur  by  preci¬ 
pitation,  1  .  • 

[See  below  under  the  Preparations  with  the  Acid  of  Vitriolic.] 


eparations  where  the  mercury  is  redti~ 
ced  to  the  form  of  a  metallic  fait  or  calx, 
by  acids.  , 


Acid  of  fuet.  2.  Acid  of  common  fait.  3.  Acid  of 
fugar.  4.  Acid  of  amber.  5.  Acid  of  arfenic.  6.  Acid 
of  wood-iorreL  7.  Acid  of  phofphorus.  8.  Acid  of 
vitriol.  9,  Acid  of  fugar  of  roilk.^  10.  Acid  of  tartar. 


ii.  Acid  of  citron  or  lemon.  12.  Acid  of  nitre.  13.  A- 
c.id  of  fluor  mineral.  14.  Acid  of  vinegar.  i£.  Acid 
of  borax.  16.  Acid  of  Berlin  blue.  17.  Aerial  acid,  j 


i .  Mercury  combined  with  acid  of  fuet  (aci- 
dum  febi.) 

Hydrargyrum  febinum. 


2.  Mercury  combined  with  the  muriatic  acid; 
or  acid  of  common  fait. 

*  a.  Hydrargyrum  muriatum * 

'By  fubliination^  V 

*  Hydrargyrum  muriatum  fortius  <  or 

^by  precipitation 

Mercurius  fublimatus  corrolivus.  O. 

Mercurius  fublimatus  albus.  O. 

Mercurius  corrolivus  albus.  S.  L, 

Mercurius  corrolivus  via  humida  paratus.  Monnci* 


COMPOSITA. 

Solutio  fublimati  fpirituofa  of  Van  Swiften,, 

Solutio  mercurii  fublimati  corrofivi.  2£, 

Mixtura  Mercurialis.  S. 

Mercurius  fublimatus  folutus.  G. 

^  Solutio  bydrargyri  faliti  fortioris  aquofa. 

Pilulae  e  mercurio  carrolivo  albo.  S. 

'*  Lotio Jypbilitica  flavcs,  ( lotio  ex  hydrargyro  muriato fortiori.) 
Aqua  phagcdamica.  O. 

Liquor  mercurialis.  A . 

N  Lotio  mercurialis.  Tb. 

Solutio  fublimati  balfamica.  Plead’. 

Liquor  ad  condylomata. 

Aqua  coilica  pro  condylomatibus.  Pknch 

b.  Calx  bydrargyri  muriata  ;  i.  e.  the  cafx  of  mercury 
united  with  fome  muriatic  add. 

V  *  x 

By  fublimation. 

*  Hydrargyrum  muriatum  mi 1 1 us. 

Mercurius  dulds  (fublimatione  paratus).  Q „ 
Mercurius  dulcis  fublimatus.  L, 

Calomel  feu  calomelas.  L. 

Aquila  alba. 

•Panacea  mercurialis.  1 

Mercurius  dulcis  luiiaris,  Schroder* 
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CoMPOSITA. 

Bolus  mercurialis.  J£. 

Bolus  jalapp*  cum  mercurio.  Ibid. 

Bolus  rhei  cum  mercurio.  Ibid . 

Pilulse  calomelanos.  G. 

Pilulae  Plummeri.  E. 

Pilulae  alterantes  Plummeri.  O. 

Pilula  depurans.  Th. 

Pulvis  Plummeri.  O. 

Pilulae  mercuriales  purgantes.  A . 

Pilulae  catarrhales  purgantes.  D. 

Pilulae  laxantes  cum  mercurio.  Ibid. 

Pulvi6  e  feammonio  cum  mercurio.  Tk. 

*'  Lotio  jyphilitica  nigra ,  (lotio  ex  hydrargyro  muriate  mi  fieri.) 
Lotio  mercurialis.  G. 

By  precipitation. 

a.  From  its  folution  in  nitrous  acid  by  commo#  fait* 

*  Calx  hydrargyri  muriata  Schcelii . 

Mercurius  praecipitatus  dulcis  of  Scbecle ,  (the  inventor), 

b.  From  its  folution  in  muriatic  acid  by  vegetable  alkali. 

Mercurius  praecipitatus  albus.  L. 

c.  From  its  folution  in  muriatic  acid  by  mineral  alkali. 

Mercurius  praecipitatus  albus.  A . 

4.  From  its  folution  in  muriatic  acid  by  volatile  alkali. 
Mercurius  praecipitatus  albus.  E. 

«,  From  its  folution  in  muriatic  acid  by  copper. 

Mercurius  praecipitatus  viridis.  E. 
f.  Dr  Ward's  white  drop ,  or  mercury  precipitated  from  its 
folution  in  nitrous  fccid  and  rediflolved  by  fal  ammoniac. 

Compos  it  a. 

Unguentum  e  mercurio  praecipitato.  Z.. 
Linimentum  mercuriale.  E.  Paup . 

.  With  the  acid  of  fugar. 

Hydrargyrum  faccharatum.  Bergmgn . 

.  With  the  acid  of  amber. 

Hydrargyrum  fuccinatum.  Bergman • 

.  With  the  acid  of  arfenic. 

Hydrargyrum  arfcnicatum,  Berg?nan, 

6,  Wit* 
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Q.  With  the  acid  of  wood-forrel,  (oxalis  ace- 
tofella  Linnaei). 

Hydrargyrum  oxaliaum.  Beaman e 

7.  With  phofphoric  acid. 

Hydrargyrum  phofphoratura.  Bergman* 

My  precipitation  from  its  folution  m  the  aitr#u*  acU  by 
recent  urine. 

Rofa  mineralis.  O* 

J.  With  the  vitriolic  acid. 

*  a  Hydrargyrum  vitriolatum, 

Vitriolum  mercurii.  O . 

Oleum  mercurii.  O. 

Calx  bydrargyrt  vltriolata  (JLt*a)» 

Turpethum  minerale.  O. 

Mercurius  emeticua  flavus.  L. 

Mercuriua  flavua.  X. 

Mercurius  prsecipitatus  luteus.  D. 

Turpethum  nigrum.  O. 

Mercury  precipitated  from  its  folution  in  nitraus  aaid 
by  hepar  fulphuris  or  hepar  calcis. 

Mercuriua  praecipitatus  niger.  O. 

9.  With  the  acid  of  fugar  of  milk. 

■10.  With  the  acid  of  tartar. 

a.  Hydrargyrum  tartarifatum.  Bergman* 

fe.  With  purified  tartar,  commonly  called  cream  of  tarlun. 

(veg.  alkali  fupirfatnratcd  vjitb  the  acid  of  tartar.) 

*  Tartarus  bydrargyratus . 

Terre  feuilletee  mercurjclle  of  Dr  Prejptvin4  (th$ 
inventor.) 

C,  Mercury  precipitated  from  its  folution  in  nitrous  acid 
by  the  acid  of  tartar. 

*  Calx  hydrargyri  tartarifata  fiantst  >*  wlge.  Pul  vis  ConHarj- 

tinus. 

d .  Mercury  precipitated  from  its  folution  in  muriatic  and 
taitarous  acid  by  fixed  vegetable  alkali. 

*  bydrsrgjtfi  tartgr/fa+a  4 lira ;  Pulris.  argcnteu3. 

9. 
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11.  With  the  acid  of  citron. 

Hydrargyrum  citratum.  Bcrgnu <#. 

12.  With  the  acid  of  nitre* 

#  Hydrargyrum  nitratum . 

A.  Simply  diffolved. 

*  Acidum  nitri  hydrargyratum . 

Solutio.  mercurii,  j£. 

COMPOSITA. 

Unguentum  citrinum.  E.  A.  8* 

B.  Evaporated  and  calcined  by  fire. 

:k  Calx  hydrargyri  nitrati  rubra . 

Mercurius  corrolivus  ruber.  L .  2£. 

Mercurius  przecipitatus  ruber,  O. 

Pulvis  principis.  0, 

Mercurius  corallinus.  Z. 

Mercurius  tricolor.  O. 

Panacea  mercurii.  0.  O . 

Arcanum  corallinum. 

Panacea  mercurii  rubra.  0. 

CIOMfOSITA. 

Balfamus  mercurialis.  PlcncJt. 

Unguentum  ophthalmicum.  St  T<ves» 
Balfamum  ophthalmicum  rubrum.  2Z 
Unguentum  praecipitatum.  G . 

Unguentum  ad  lippitudinem.  Tb. 
Unguentum  mercuriale  rubrum.  D, 
Unguentum  pomatum  rubrum.  Z>. 

C.  Precipitated  from  its  folution  in  nitrous  acid, 
a.  By  volatile  alkali. 

Hydrargyrum  nitratum  clnereum* 

Pulvis  mercurii  cinereus.  E» 

Turpethum  album.  0. 

Mercurius  prsecipitatus  dulcis.  0, 

Composita. 

Vegetable  fyrup. 

Syrup  de  Pellet, 


in  general.  161 

V.  By  vinous  volatile  alkali,  (fpiritus  falls  ammaniaci  vi* 

nofus). 

Turpethum  nigrum.  .  « 

Mercurius  prsecipitatus  niger; 

c.  By  fixt  vegetable  alkali. 

Mercurius  prsecipitatus  fufeus.  Jf'urtZo 

- x» 

«.  By  copper. 

Mercurius  prsecipitatus  vlridis.  B . 

/ 

23.  With  the  acid  of  fpar,  (fluor  mineralis.) 

Hydrargyrum  fluoratum.  Bergman. 

14.  With  the  acid  of  vinegar. 

*  Hydrargyrum  ac datum.  Bergman* 

COMPOSITA. 

Troches  or  pills  of  Keyfe r0 

15.  With  the  acid  of  borax. 

Hydrargyrum  boraxatum.  Bergman^ 

16.  With  the  acid  of  Berlin  blue. 

17.  With  the  aerial  acid,  (fixt  air). 

Hydrargyrum  aeratuim  Bergman . 

‘  * ■  *  •  • 

.•  r  .  *•  'l'  ' 

Most  of  the  different  mercurial  preparations 
mentioned  in  the  foregoing  table,  have  been  re¬ 
commended  at  different  times,  by  different  che- 
mifts  and  ptafiitioners,  for  curing  the  venereal 
difeafe.  We  (hall  confine  ourfelves  to  the  con- 
fideration  of  thofe  marked  with  an  afterifk,  fince 
they  are  principally  employed  now,  which  have 
cither  maintained  their  reputation  from  their  firft 
introduction  into  practice,  or  which  were  dis¬ 
covered  in  our  times,  and  feem  to  poifefs  fuch 
qualities  as  will  entitle  them  to  the  fame  predi¬ 
cament. 

They 


L 
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They  are  (hortly  as  follow. 

Mercury  in  its  crude  ftate  rubbed  down,  or,  as 
it  is  commonly  called,  extinguifhed  or  killed,  with 
fat  or  oils,  with  gum  arabic,  turpentine,  conferve 
of  rofes,  &c.— In  a  more  diffolved  ftate  triturated 
with  fugar-candy,  which  I  think  properly  called 
faccharum  hydragyratum. — United  with  fulphur 
under  the  name  of  cinnabar ,  for  fumigations.— 
The  metal  calcined  by  itfelf,  and  thence  called 
hydrargyrum  calcinatum . 

Mercury  diffolved  by  different  acids,  and  uni¬ 
ted  with  them  into  a  metallic  fait,  or  precipitated 
from  them  in  the  form  of  a  more  or  lefs  acrid 
calx.  Such, 

With  the  muriatic  acid :  The  corrofive  fub* 
limate,  wdiich  I  gave  in  the  table  the  more  ade« 
quate  name  of  hydrargyrum  muriatum  fortius,  in 
order  to  diftinguifh  it  as  well  from  calomel  or  mer¬ 
curius  dulcis,  which  I  called  hydrargyrum  mu¬ 
riatum  mitius ;  as  from  the  mercurius  dulcis  pre¬ 
pared  by  precipitation,  according  to  the  inven¬ 
tion  of  Mr  Scheele,  which  I  named  calx  hydrar- 
gyri  muriata  Scheelii . 

With  the  acid  of  vitriol  :  The  turpeth  mineral* 
©r  mercurius  emeticas,  or  prsscipitatus  flavus, 
(calx  hydrargyri  vitriolata). 

With  the  acid  of  tartar  r  The  hydrargyrum  tar - 
iarifatum ,  which  ought  to  be  diftinguilhed  from 
what  I  call  the  Tartarus  hydrargyratus ,  or  terre 
feuilletee  mercurielle  of  Dr  Preffavin  of  Paris, 
which  is  a  combination  of  mercury  with  purified 
tartar,  '{cream  of  tartar). 

With  the  acid  of  nitre  :  The  hydrargyrum  ni- 

iratum 
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tratum  in  a  diluted  fimple  folution,  or  in  a  more 
folid  form,  as  in  the fyrup  de  Bellet  and  unguentum 
citrinum.  The  pulvis  mercurii  cinereus  of  the 
new  Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeia ;  where  the  mer¬ 
cury  diffolved  in  nitrous  acid  is  precipitated  by 
volatile  alkali,  however,  not  quite  deprived  of  the 
acid,  and  therefore  properly  called  hydrargyrum 
nitratum  cinereum .  Dr  Ward’s  white  drop,  where 
the  mercury  diffolved  in  the  fame  acid  is  preci¬ 
pitated  and  rediffolved  by  means  of  fal  ammoniac. 
The  hydrargyrum  nitratum  rubrum,  improperly 
called  red  precipitate ,  where  the  metal,  after  be* 
ing  diffolved  in  this  acid,  is  expofed  to  a  certain 
degree  of  fire,  whereby  it  acquires  the  colour* 
And  laftly. 

With  the  acid  of  vinegar  :  Hydrargyrum  aceta - 
$um,  known  under  the  name  of  Keyfers  pills,  or 
troches  ;  where  the  mercury  after  having  under¬ 
gone  a  long-continued  trituration,  is  thereby  fit* 
ted  to  unite  with  this  acid. 

All  thefe  different  preparations  are  applied  in 
various  forms,  fuch  as  powders,  pills,  bolufes* 
folutions,  lotions,  inje&ions,  ointments,  &c. 
fome  of  them  for  external,  but  by  far  the  greateft 
number  for  internal  ufe.  In  general,  it  is  to  be 
obferved,  that  all  faline  mercurial  preparations 
are  the  fafer  and  better  the  more  finely  they  arc 
levigated. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP,  XIIL 

On  Mercurial  Preparations  in  par¬ 
ticular . 


I.  On  Mercurial  Frictions, 

OF  all  the  different  methods  hitherto  difcovered 
for  curing  the  venereal  difeafe,  that  by  mer¬ 
curial  frifiions  is  perhaps  the  mod  efficacious,  as 
well  as  the  fafeft  and  mildeft.  The  application  of 
mercury  in  this  way,  however,  as  indeed  the  ufe 
of  mercurials  in  general,  requires  often  confider- 
able  (kill  and  attention  on  the  part  of  the  prac¬ 
titioner,  as  well  as  a  very  ftrifl;  compliance  and 
obfervation  of  regimen  on  that  of  the  patient,  in 
order  to  produce  the  defired  effefl;  in  the  fpeedieft 
manner. — Such  is  the  difference  of  conftitutions, 
that  fome  perfons  will  be  more  affefled  by  a  few 
frifltions  than  others,  feemingly  in  the  very  fame 
circumftances,  by  twenty  or  thirty :  and  if  more 
mercury  is  rubbed  on  the  former  with  a  view  to 
increafe  the  effect,  inftead  of  this,  we  run  the  rifk 
of  bringing  on  very  difagreeable  fymptoms,  fuch 
as  falivation,  vertigo,  feverifli  heat,  trembling  of 
the  extremities^  and  chronic  violent  pains  in  the 
articulations* 


When 
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When  friftions  have  their  proper  effeft,  theufe 
#f  them  is  not  attended  with  any  bad  fymptoms ; 
the  patient  is  eafily  cured  without  fuffering  much 
in  the  time,  or  without  finding  himfelf  much 
weakened  afterwards. — Mofi:  people  have  their 
fymptoms  in  fome  meafure  relieved  by  four  or 
fix  friftions ;  though  fometimes  fourteen  or  fif¬ 
teen  are  required  to  produce  this  effeft. 

The  mercury  employed  for  this  purpofe  ought 
to  be  very  pure ;  and  as  praftitioners  cannot  be 
affured  of  the  purity  of  wnat  is  fold  in  the  fhops, 
they  ought  to  purify  it  themfelves.  Mofi:  of  our 
mercury  comes  from  Idria,  and  paffes  through 
the  hands  of  the  Dutch,  by  whom  it  is  not  un- 
frequently  adulterated  with  heterogeneous  fub- 
Jlances,  without  any  diminution  of  its  fluidity 
or  metallic  fplendor :  but  no  phyfician  who  has 
the  fafety  of  his  patient  at  heart  ought  ever  to 
employ  quickfilver,  either  externally  or  internally, 
without  a  certainty  of  its  being  perfeftly  pure ; 
for,  by  making  ufe  of  the  metal  in  an  impure 
ftate,  he  may  not  only  be  difappointed  in  the  ef- 
fefts  he  expefted,  but  it  may  prove  hurtful  to 
the  patient. 

This  being  the  cafe,  the  reader,  I  hope,  will  ex- 
cufe  the  following  digreflion. 


Remarks  v,pon  the  Adulteration  and  Purification 

of  Mercury . 

\ 

Quickfilver  is  found  in  mines,  either  native,  in 
which  ftate  it  is  called  mercurius  virgineus ;  or  mi- 

L  g  neralifed^ 
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ncralifed,  when  it  obtains  the  name  of  ore,  from 
which  it  is  afterwards  feparated  by  diftillation. 

The  ores  of  mercury  are  of  different  kinds  and 
forms.  The  native  cinnabar,  however,  is  the  kind 
which  contains  the  greateft  quantity  of  quick- 
filver.  Although  many  recommend  the  native 
cinnabar  for  a  remedy,  it  is  a  matter  of  faft,  that 
it  is  often  impure  from  admixed  heterogeneous 
particles.  It  is,  therefore,  running  a  rifk  to  em¬ 
ploy  native  cinnabar,  efpecially  for  internal  ufc. 
Though  it  is  fometimes  more  beautiful  in  its  co¬ 
lour  tnan  the  artificial,  we  may  always  depend 
with  more  fafety  upon  the  latter,  if  it  be  only 
well  prepared. 

The  mercury  being  in  the  cinnabar,  or  other 
ores  of  mercury,  generally  mineralifed  by  fulphur, 
or  at  leaft  concealed  under  it,  the  procefs  to  fepa- 
rate  it  from  the  fulphur  confifts  herein,  that  afub- 
fiance  be  united  with  mercurial  ores  which  has  a 
greater  affinity  with  the  fulphur  than  with  mer¬ 
cury  ;  fuch  fubftances,  for  example,  are  alkaline 
falts,  calcareous  earth,  iron,  fcoria  ferri,  &c.  If, 
therefore,  one  or  other  of  the  juft  mentioned  fub¬ 
ftances  (of  which,  however,  always  the  cheapeft  is 
chofen)  be  mixed  with  the  ore  of  mercury,  and 
expofed  to  diftillation,  this  fubftance  will  unite 
with  the  fulphur,  and  the  quickfilver,  being 
thereby  fet  at  liberty,  will  go  over,  in  its  metallic 
ftate,  in  the  form  of  vapours  into  the  recipient. 

A  bad  cuftom  has,  alas !  arifen  from  interefted 
motives,  viz.  to  adulterate  mercury  with  lead, 
with  which  it  readily  unites*  This  adulteration 
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is  accomplifhed  the  more  eafily,  if  combined  with 
fome  bifmuth ;  becaufe  the  amalgam  thus  pro¬ 
duced  is  much  more  fluid,  and  retains  much 
better  the  metallic  filvery  fplendor  of  mercury. 
It  is  thence  evident,  that  the  colour  and  fplen- 
dor  of  quickfilver  are  not  always  certain  cha- 
raSeriftics  of  its  purity ;  and  the  purification 
of  mercury,  by  prefling  it  through  a  leather  bag* 
is  by  no  means  to  be  depended  upon,  becaufe  the 
amalgam  made  of  quickfilver,  lead,  and  bifmuth, 
is  often  fo  perfeQ,  that  though  even  the  fourth 
part  of  the  whole  mafs  confifls  of  lead  and  bif¬ 
muth,  very  little  however  of  thefe  heterogeneous 
fubftances  will  remain  behind  in  the  leather  bag. 

The  only  fure  means  to  purify  quickfilver  is 
diftillation ;  for  which  purpofe,  fome  think,  iron 
veflels  are  belt  fitted,  iron  being  the  only  metal 
whofe  union  mercury  refufes,  and  there  being 
no  fear  that  iron  veflels  arc  deftroyed  by  the  pro- 
cefs  as  there  is  with  regard  to  thofe  made  of  glafs* 
To  make  ufe  of  iron  veflels  is  the  there  advifable, 
becaufe  the  mercury  expands  very  much  during 
the  operation,  by  which  means  glafs  veflels  are 
eafily  broken.  The  higher  mercury  may  be  driven 
before  it  defeends  again,  the  better  it  is,  becaufe 
by  thefe  means  the  particles  of  lead  cannot  fo 
eafily  be  carried  with  it.  The  veflel  for  this  opera- 
lion  may  be  an  iron  pot,  with  a  long  iron  neck 
like  the  barrel  of  a  mulket.  But  in  order  to  con- 
denfe  the  better  and  eafier,  the  mercury  rifing  in 
the  form  of  vapours,  the  end  of  that  tube  bended 
downwards,  fliould  be  immerfed  in  vinegar 
one  or  two  inches  deep.  All  the  mercury  is,  by 

L  4  this 
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this  method,  not  only  obtained  without  lofs,  and 
the  operator  is  expofed  to  no  danger,  but  the 
riling  mercury  will  be  alfo  perfe&ly  freed  and 
purined  from  all  particles  of  lead  and  bifmuth 
which  might  poffibly  have  gone  over  with  it,  the 
quickfilver  being  infoluble  in  it.  The  charac¬ 
ters,  therefore,  of  pure  quickfilver,  are:  1.  That 
it  forms  globules  when  poured  upon  wood,  which 
always  retain  a  fpherical  form,  and  never  are 
drawn  into  length  like  a  thread  or  line.  2.  That 
it  be  not  covered  with  a  cuticle,  but  be  fhining„ 
3.  That  when  rubbed  with  water,  the  water  be¬ 
come  blackifh  or  foul.  4.  Vinegar  rubbed  or 
digefted  with  it,  fhould  not  acquire  a  fweet  taftc. 
5.  Put  in  an  iron  fpoon  over  the  fire,  it  muft 
evaporate  entirely  without  leaving  any  thing  be^ 
hindo 


The  mercurial  ointment  is  generally  prepared  by 
extinguifhing,  or,  as  it  is  commonly  called,  killing 
the  mercury  with  hog’s-lard  and  turpentine.  The 
preparation  of  the  ointrnent  in  this  manner  is 
very  exceptionable,  It"  will  foon  produce,  in 
many  perfons  whofe  {kin  is  tender,  puftles  of 
an  inflammatory  kind,  which  are  very  painful, 
and  prevent  the  continuation  of  the  friftions.— 
A  more  proper  method  therefore  of  preparing 
mercurial  ointment  for  this  purpofe,  is  by  tritu¬ 
rating  the  purified  metal  with  frefh  hog’s-lard, 
repeatedly  wafhed  and  cleaned  for  feveral  days 
with  pure  water,  without  the  addition  of  any 
turpentine.  The  trituration  of  the  ointment  muff 
be  continued  for  two  hours,  even  after  all  the 
globules  of  mercury  have  difappeared,  in  order 
\q  be  certain  of  the  mofl  perfect  divifion.  It 
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muft  then  be  kept  in  a  cold  place,  not  only  to 
avoid  its  growing  j,  rancid,  but  alfo  to  prevent  its 
melting,  which  would  produce  a  reparation  and 
fubfequent  precipitation  of  the  metal  from  the 
hogs-lardto  the  bottom  of  the  veflel. 

But,  notwithstanding  this  precaution,  we  very 
often  meet  with  patients  whofe  fkin  feems  to  be 
fo  extremely  irritable,  that  they  will  not  bear  the 
application  of  the  ointment  even  when  prepared 
according  to  the  method  juft  mentioned.  The 
great  propenfity  of  the  hogs-lard  to  grow  rancid, 
efpecially  in  hot  feafons  and  warm  climates,  con¬ 
tributes  greatly  to  occafion  this  troublefome  irri¬ 
tability.  In  fuch  circumftances  it  will  be  proper 
either  to  mix  with  the  above  ointment,  a  fmall 
quantity  of  the  ointment  of  liquorice  recently 
prepared,  or  to  prepare  the  ointment  entirely  of 
mercury,  and  the  butyraceous  oil  obtained  from 
cocoa-nuts  by  boiling  them  in  water;  or  to  make 
ufe,  inftead  of  ointment,  of  quickfilver  divided 
by  the  mucilage  of  gum  arabic.  Thus,  indeed, 
the  procefs  is  rendered  more  troublefome  and 
expenfive ;  but  the  praftitioner  who  wifhes  to 
render  the  cure  eaiy  and  agreeable  to  his  patient, 
will  readily  fubmit  to  inconveniencies  of  this  kind. 

By  this  method  we  may  effectually  prevent  the 
pruritus  and  puftules  proceeding  from  any  of  the 
caufes  abovementioned,  efpecially  if  at  the  fame 
time  the  place  where  the  ointment  is  to  be  rubbed 
in  be  previoufly  fhaved,  and  too  harlh  rubbing 
with  the  hand  in  the  beginning  be  avoided.  For 
fometimes  fuch  puftules  feem  to  originate  from 
the  hair  being  violently  moved  in  oppofite  direc¬ 
tions, 
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tions,  which,  by  'thefe  means,  will  be  eafily  pre¬ 
vented. 

The  principal  objefts  after  the  application  of 
mercurial  friflions  has  been  fixed  upon,  ought  t© 
be,  i [ft,  To  difpofe  the  place  into  which  the  oint¬ 
ment  is  to  be  rubbed  for  the  abforption  of  the 
mercury ;  and,  2 dly,  To  difpofe  the  lurface  of  the 
body  to  tranfmit  the  metal  through  its  pores,  af¬ 
ter  it  has  produced  the  defired  effefts  in  the  fy- 
flem,  as  fpeedily  as  polfible,  and  thus  prevent  fa- 
Jivating,  purging,  or  its  fettling  in  the  bones  or 
any  of  the  cavities  of  the  body.  For  thefe  pur¬ 
poses,  it  will  be  always  advifable  to  prefcribe, 
before  we  begin  the  friftions,  a  purgativ®,  and  to 
order  the  patient  to  fit  in  a  warm  bath  made  of 
foft  water,  and  of  about  86  degrees  of  Fahren¬ 
heit’s  thermometer,  for  thefpace  of  half  an  hour 
or  an  hour.  After  he  has  been  in  it  for  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  he  mull  be  rubbed  all  over 
with  a  flefh-brufti,  ora  piece  of  flannel  and  foap, 
to  clean  the  fkin,  and  adapt  it  the  better  to  the 
purpofes  abovementioned.  This  is  to  be  done, 
if  no  particular  circumftance  forbids,  the  day  be¬ 
fore,  or  on  the  very  day  that  the  friftion  is  be¬ 
gun  ;  and  to  be  repeated  once  or  twice  a-week 
afterwards,  during  the  whole  time  he  is  ufing  the 
friftions. 

The  fame  evening,  or  the  day  after,  having 
made  ufe  of  the  warm  bath,  the  patient  fhould 
begin  the  friftion,  rubbing  into  the  outfide  or 
inlide  of  his  thigh  or  leg,  before  he  goes  to  bed, 
a  drachm  of  the  mercurial  ointment  prepared  as 
above  direfted.  The  friflion  is  to  be  performed  by 
the  fire-fide  in  winter,  and  the  rubbing  muft  be 
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continued  gently  for  half  an  hour  or  an  hour,  till 
the  whole  be  rubbed  in.  The  part  mull  then  be 
covered  with  a  piece  of  linen  fattened  with  a 
bandage ;  or  the  patient  mutt  put  on  a  pair  of 
drawers,  or  a  pair  of  {lockings  if  the  friftion  has 
been  made  on  the  leg.  The  fame  bandage,  &c. 
may  ferve  for  the  whole  time,  being  applied  only 
to  keep  the  fhirts  and  bed-linen  from  being  ful- 
lied  and  growing  black  from  the  ointment.— 
Before  each  new  operation,  the  greafe  and  black- 
nefs  ought  to  be  well  cleanfed  or  wafhed  off  with 
foap  and  warm  water.  The  friftion  is  beft  made 
by  the  patient  with  his  own  hand,  but  to  fat  peo¬ 
ple,  or  the  female  fex,  this  operation  may  prove 
tirefome,  in  which  cafe  a  fervant  (hould  be  in- 
ftrufted  how  to  do  it,  putting  on  a  glove  made 
of  a  foft  hog’s  bladder  or  oildkin.  I  would  not 
advife  any  perfon  to  perform  this  operation  for 
another  without  putting  on  fuch  a  glove,  be- 
caufe  I  have  feen  inftances  of  a  falivation  being 
brought  on  in  fome  afliilants  by  rubbing  in  the 
mercurial  ointment  with  their  naked  hand.  Be- 
fides,  we  cannot  be  certain  how  much  ointment 
is  rubbed  into  the  patient,  when  part  of  it  is  ab~ 
forbed  into  the  fervant’s  hand. 

After  the  firft  friflion,  we  mud  attentively 
obferve  whether  the  mercury  occafions  any  irre¬ 
gularity  in  the  body  ;  and  if  it  does,  it  muff  be 
omitted  for  two  days,  care  being  taken  to  obferve 
the  fame  regimen,  that  the  patient  is  well  cloath- 
ed,  and  that  he  keep  within  doors,  efpecially  in 
a  cold  feafon  or  cold  climate. 

If,  after  two  days,  the  patient  fhould  perceive 
no  difagreeable  fymptoms,  the  fecond  friction 
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moft  be  made  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  firfiL 
The  next  day  he  muft  leave  it  off  again  ;  and  if 
he  then  finds  no  ill  effefts  from  it,  the  friftions 
may  be  continued  every  day,  either  morning  or 
evening,  without  intermiflion,  unlefs  fome  acci¬ 
dent  intervene.  However,  the  place  of  rubbing 
muft  foe  changed  every  day,  or  every  other  day, 
in  order  to  avoid  irritating  the  (kin,  and  to  pre¬ 
vent  puftules  arifing  upon  it.  If,  after  five  or  fix 
fridftions,  we  find  that  the  patient’s  conftitution 
will  bear  the  mercury,  and  that  he  has  no  fever, 
diarrhoea,  falivation,  or  immoderate  fweating,  we 
may  rub  in  at  every  fridtion  two  drachms  of  the 
ointment,  efpecially  if  the  fymptoms  be  obfti- 
nate. 

In  this  fituation,  when  the  weather  is  warm, 
or  indeed  unlefs  it  be  feverely  cold  and  damp,  the 
patient  may  go  out  every  day  during  the  fric¬ 
tions,  provided  he  be  warmly  cloathed,  and  avoid 
the  cold  wind,  and  efpecially  the  night  air.  But 
he  muft  carefully  guard  againft  checking  perfpi ra¬ 
tion  ;  and  therefore,  if  the  weather  is  cold  and 
moift,  he  fhould  rather  keep  at  home  in  a  warm 
room,  and  ftiun  as  much  as  poflible  every  in¬ 
convenience  from  cold.  In  a  fevere  feafon  he 
fhould  wear  flannel  ftockings  and  a  flannel  waift- 
coat,  according  to  circumftances,  either  over  or 
under  the  fhirt. 

During  all  this  time,  however,  we  muft  if 
poffible  ufe  the  warm  bath,  as  already  dire&ed, 
once  or  twice  a  week ;  proceeding  in  this  man¬ 
ner,  until  the  patients  health  be  perfectly  re- 
eftablifhed,  which  wijl  be  with  go  or  35  friflions. 


IN  PARTICULAR. 


173 

if  the  foft  parts  only  have  been  affe6led :  but  if 
the  difeafe  has  been  confirmed,  or  of  a  long 
(landing,  fo  that  the  bones  are  affe&ed,  50,  60, 
or  70  iriftions  will  be  abfolutely  neceffary  to 
make  a  perfeft  and  radical  cure ;  though  this,  no 
doubt,  will  vary,  according  to  the  conftitutkm 
of  the  patient. 

It  mud  here  be  remarked,  as  an  obfervation 
of  great  confequence  both  to  the  phyfician  and 
patient,  that  the  ceffation  of  the  fymptoms  is  ne¬ 
ver  to  be  looked  upon  as  demondrating  a  radical 
cure.  This  we  ought  to  tell  our  patients  in  the 
beginning,  efpecially  if  they  be  of  the  female  fex, 
that  to  alleviate  the  pain  or  abate  the  fymptoms 
of  the  diforder,  and  to  dedroy  and  eradicate  en¬ 
tirely  the  venereal  poifon  from  the  body,  are  two 
very  different  things.  The  former  may  often  be 
accomplilhed  in  three  or  four  days  by  a  very  few 
friflions ;  whereas  the  latter  will  fometimes  re¬ 
quire  as  many  months.  The  fame  thing  will 
fometimes  happen  in  this  refpefl  when  we  leave 
off  the  friflions  as  fbon  as  the  fymptoms  difap- 
pear,  as  when  we  leave  off  the  Peruvian  bark  in 
agues  as  foon  as  the  fever  is  gone  :  the  fever  fooc 
returns  again,  although  perhaps  with  a  different 
type ;  but  continuing  the  bark  for  a  longer  time, 
we  are  fure  of  a  perfeft  cure,  and  need  not  be  in 
the  lead  afraid  of  a  relapfe. 

We  inufl  therefore  for  the  fafety  of  our  pa¬ 
tients  continue  the  ufe  of  mercury  for  two  or 
three  weeks,  or  at  lead  ten  days,  after  the  fyphi- 
litic  fymptoms  have  perfectly  difappeared ;  but  it 
is  here  where  the  prafiitioner  mud  give  proof 
of  his  judgment  and  experience. 
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When  the  patient,  during  the  frictions,  or 
©therwife  ufing  mercury,  perceives  his  gums 
begin  to  fwell,  his  breath  to  fmell  difagree- 
ably,  his  throat  to  become  painful  in  the  infide, 
or  when  he  fpits  oftener  than  ufual,  the  ufe  of 
mercury  is  immediately  to  be  left  off,  until  thefe 
fymptoms  difappear,  when  we  may  go  on  with 
it  again :  but  I  think  it  eligible  to  go  on  with 
the  friftions,  if  the  patient  can  otherwife  bear 
them,  pretty  brifkly,  until  the  mouth  be  a  little 
affefted;  becaufe  thus  we  are  certain  that  the 
friQions  have  had  their  proper  effeft,  and  that 
the  mercury  has  been  abforbed  into  the  fyftem. 

:..The^g6hQtality-of  patients,  -as  has  been  already 
mentioned,  find  fome  relief  after  a  few  friftions ; 
but  there  are  fome,  efpecially  thofe  who  have  the 
bones  affe&ed  with  tophus,  caries.  See .  in  whom 
no  remiffion  of  the  fymptoms  takes  place  till  after 
fourteen  or  twenty  friftions ;  and  fometimes,  in 
this  ftate  of  the  difeafe,  feventeen  ounces  of  mer¬ 
curial  ointment  will  be  requifite  to  make  a  per- 
fe£l  cure. 

In  all  fuch  cafes  we  muft  endeavour  to  make 
tl^e  mercury  go  off  by  perfpiration ;  but  profufe 
fweating  ought  not  to  be  encouraged,  left  it  fhould 
weaken  the  patient,  or  bring  on  a  confumption, 
efpecially  in  fuch  as,  are.  cacheclic,  or  of  a  thin 
habit  of  body.  Where  we  find  the  body  naturally 
difpofed  to  falivation,  we  ought  to  be  very  cau¬ 
tious  how  we  proceed.  In  this  cafe  the  patient 
fhould,  efpecially  in  bad  weather,  keep  within 
doors,  in  a  moderate  warm  room,  without  being 
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too  much  covered,  particularly  on  his  head  or 
peck.  The  proper  temperature  of  the  room  in 
winter  is  betwixt  the  75th  and  78th  degrees  of 
Fahrenheit’s  thermometer.  But  in  fine  dry  wea¬ 
ther,  I  would  even  advife  him  to  go  abroad  ;  for 
I  have  found,  in  many  inftances,  that  the  enjoy¬ 
ing  of  pure  free  air  contributes  rather  to  prevent 
a  falivation.  In  warm  feaf®ns  or  climates  fuch 
precautions  are  unneceffary.  If  the  patient  be 
weak,  the  Peruvian  bark  may  be  given  with  ad¬ 
vantage,  from  a  fcruple  t©  a  drachm,  in  milk  or 
wine,  every  morning  or  evening. 

By  thefe  means  I  have  generally  fucceeded  in 
preventing  the  above  mentioned  bad  effefls  of  the 
mercury,  as  profufe  fweats,  falivation,  and  its 
running  off  by  ftool ;  in  the  firft  cafe  it  happens 
much  the  fame  as  when,  by  an  imprudent  ma¬ 
nagement,  a  falivation  is  raifed;  the  mercury 
then,  though  abforbed  into  the  fyftem,  feems  to 
run  off  {by  the  falivary  glands,  as  haftily  as  it  is 
given,  without  performing  thefe  falutary  effects 
in  the  body,  necelfary  for  eradicating,  the  vene¬ 
real  poifon,  and  perfefiing  a  cure.  In  the  latter, 
when  a  purging  is  occafioned  by  medicines  of 
this  kind,  their  abforpticn  from  the  inteftines  is 
prevented,  and  they  do  little  or  nothing  againft 
the  difeafe.  I  have  feen  feveral  patients  treated 
in  this  manner,  who,  after  taking  mercury  for 
fix  or  eight  weeks,  which  kept  them  all  that  time 
in  a  continual  diarrhoea,  were  nearly  in  the 
fame  ftate  at  the  end  of  tha  courfe,  as  they  had 
been  at  the  beginning. 
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II.  On  Mercurial  Fumigations. 

I  have  little  to  fay  on  this  fubjeft.  Mercurial 
fumigations  are  now-a-days  no  more  in  ufe  for 
curing  the  lues,  but  prove  often  a  moil  effeftual 
remedy  againll  local  venereal  complaints.  The 
cinnabar  is  for  this  purpofe  to  be  put  upon  live 
coals,  and  the  riling  fmoak  to  be  conveyed  by 
means  of  a  proper  tube  to  the  part  affe&ed. 

m.  ofSA  line  and  other  Mercurial  Prepa¬ 
rations. 

The  hydrargyrum  gummofum ,  (or  mercurius 
gummofus),  is  a  mild  mercurial  preparation,  in 
which  the  crude  metal  is  divided  by  means  of 
gum  arabic.  Mr  Plenck,  the  inventor  of  this 
preparation,  firft  preferibed  it  diluted  with  wa¬ 
ter,  in  the  form  of  a  mixture ;  but  this  form 
being  found  inconvenient  on  account  of  the 
mercury  not  remaining  properly  fulpended,  he 
propofed,  fome  time  ago,  to  make  it  into 
the  form  of  pills.  He  for  this  purpofe  orders, 
of  well  purified  quicklilver,  two  drachms,  to 
be  triturated  with  three  drachms  of  powdered 
gum  arabic,  and  a  fiifficient  quantity  of  confervc 
of  hips,  in  a  marble  mortar,  till  the  mercury  has 
difappeared ;  then,  after  continuing  the  tritura¬ 
tion  for  an  hour  longer,  the  mafs  to  be  mixed 
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with  half  an  ounce  of  crumb  of  white  bread,  and 
then  to  be  formed  into  pills  of  three  grains  each, 
of  which  the  patient  is  to  take  fix  each  morning, 
and  fix  every  evening.  This  form  is  undoubt¬ 
edly  lefs  exceptionable,  but  ftill  liable  to  another 
inconvenience,  which  is,  that  thefe  pills.,  like  all 
thofe  made  with  crumb  of  bread,  when  kept  for  a 
length  of  time,  grow  fo  hard,  that  they  fre¬ 
quently  pafs  the  ftomach  undiffolved,  and  are 
evacuated  by  (tool  in  the  fame  globular  form 
they  were  taken.  This  objeflion,  indeed,  cannot 
be  made  to  them,  if  they  are  prepared  frefh  every 
fecond  or  third  day  ;  and,  in  that  cafe,  they  will 
be  found  a  very  valuable  acquifition  for  our  phar¬ 
macopoeia  fyphilitica. — A  bolus  made  from  five 
to  ten  grains  of  quickfilver,  extinguifhed  by  a  fuf- 
ficient  quantity  of  the  conferve  of  rofes,  or  con- 
feftio  cardiaca,  &c.  will,  according  to  circum- 
fiances,  ferve  for  the  fame  purpofe. 

Mercury  divided  by  means  of  fome  balfam, 
would  be  a  very  acceptable  and  ufeful  medicine 
in  different  cafes.  An  attempt  of  the  kind  has 
been  made  in  the  pilulae  ex  hydrargyro  terebin- 
thinato,  where  one  ounce  of  quickfilver  is  united 
with  a  drachm  and  a  half  of  turpentine :  but  be- 
fides  that  the  divifion  is  extremely  tedious,  which 
indeed  might  be  obviated  by  adding  fome  drops 
of  the  oil  of  turpentine,  this  compofition  is,  like  all 
faline  mercurial  preparations,  fometimes  very  apt 
to  excite  griping  and  purging,  This  is  undoubt¬ 
edly  owing  to  the  quality  of  turpentine ;  the  belt 
fort  fhould  be  chofen  for  this  purpofe,  and,  ac¬ 
cording  to  circumftances,  inftead  of  the  turpen- 
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tine,  the  balfam  of  Gilead,  or  balfamum  Cana- 
denfe,  united  with  fome  vegetable  powder,  might 
be  tried  ;  and  thus  a  pill  of  five  or  feven  grains 
be  given  every  evening. 

The  faccharum  hydrargyratum ,  or  quickfilver 
triturated  with  twice  or  three  times  its  weight 
of  fugar-candy,  is,  in  many  inftances,  a  moil 
excellent  medicine,  as  well  for  internal  as  exter¬ 
nal  ufe.  Its  dofe  internally  is  from  four  to  eight 
grains  a-day,  in  the  form  of  powders,  pills,  or 
troches. 

The  hydrargyrum  calcinatum ,  or  calcined  mer¬ 
cury,  I  have  conftantly  found  to  be  apt  to  excite 
gripings.  This  may  be  in  fome  refpefl;  avoided, 
by  giving  half  a  grain  of  it  with  a  grain  of  o- 
pium  every  night  in  the  form  of  a  pill. 

The  hydrargyrum  acetatum ,  known  by  the  name 
of  Keyfer  s  pills  or  troches,  has  of  late  made  a 
great  noife  in  France.  It  has  been  recommended 
as  the  fafeft  andbeft  medicine  for  curing  venereal 
complaints,  even  of  the  moll  obftinate  and  inve- 
terate  kind,  without  ever  occafioning  a  falivation, 
or  producing  any  of  thofe  bad  fymptoms  which 
fometimes  attend  the  ufe  of  other  mercurials. 
Time  and  experience,  however,  have  fhewn  that 
this  remedy  fometimes  proves  ineffedual  in  re¬ 
moving  the  complaints,  and  in  many  inftances 
produced  the  bad  fymptoms  attending  other  mer¬ 
curials.  Mercury,  indeed,  as  long  as  it  retains 
its  nature,  certainly  will  falivate  or  purge,  if 
given  imprudently,  or  if  the  patients  do  not  take 
proper  care  of  themfelves.  Befides,  among  a  va¬ 
riety  of  patients,  fome  will  certainly  be  met  with 
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where  this  medicine  proves  not  fo  efficacious  as 
has  been  pretended.  Every  phyfician  who  has 
had  fome  pra&ice  in  venereal  complaints,  mull 
have  met  with  cafes  where  one  mercurial  prepara¬ 
tion  has  produced  little  or  no  effe6t,  whilft  ano¬ 
ther,  tried  afterwards,  focceeded  beyond  expec¬ 
tation.  Thefe  cafes  we  are  not  able  to  account 
for;  nor  do  we  as  yet  know  the  nature  of  the  hu¬ 
man  body  fufficiently  to  forefee  them  a  priori . 
Keyfer’s  pills  are  a  faline  mercurial  preparation, 
where  the  mercury  is  firft  divided  by  a  long  con¬ 
tinued  trituration,  and  then  diffolved  in  vinegar. 
Hence,  like  all  other  mercurial  preparations,  it 
may  fometimes  produce  very  good  effefts,  and 
perfeflly  cure  the  difeafe ;  whilft,  in  other  in- 
fiances,  it  may  prove  lefs  ufeful,  or  even  hurt¬ 
ful*. 

The  hydrargyrum  tartarifatum ,  we  call  a  com¬ 
bination  of  mercury  with  limple  acid  of  tartar,  in 
order  to  diftinguifh  it  from  the  Tartarus  hydrar - 
gyratus,  an  invention  of  Dr  Preffavin  at  Paris, 
who  gave  it  the  name  of  terrefeuilleUe  mer  cur  idle. 
This  latter  preparation  being  a  combination  of 
mercury  with  purified  tartar,  or  cream  of  tartar, 
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*  The  Ijydrargyrum  acetatum,  prepared  by  adding  to  a  diluted  fo 
lution  of  mercury  in  nitrous  acid,  a  folution  of  alkali  vegetabile 
acetatum  (fal  diureticus),  is  an  ingenious  preparation  invented  by 
Mr  Scott  at  Edinburgh,  and  perhaps  preferable  to  that  of  Keyfer. 
it  certainly  contains  more  mercury  than  his,  becaufe  metals  can  be 
diffolved  in  acids  only  in  proportion  to  the  lofs  of  their  plilogiflon  ; 
and  in  the  latter  preparation,  the  mercury  is  mare  reduced  to  a 
calx  by  its  -previous  union  with  the  nitrous  acid.  Hence  it  is  more 
■foluble  in  the  acetous  acid,  as  foon  as  the  acid  of  nitre,  difengaged 
from  the  metal  by  the  fixed  vegetable  alkali;  leaves  the  former 
liberty  to  a£t  upon  it. 
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which  is  a  middle  fait  compound  of  vegetable 
alkali,  fuperfaturated  with  the  acid  of  tartar. 
Both  thefe  preparations  are  nearly  of  a  fimilar 
nature  with  the  former,  though  perhaps,  in  fome 
refpefts,  preferable  to  it. 

The  hydrargyrum  nitratum ,  or  mercury  united 
with  nitrous  acid,  has  been  employed  in  different 
forms  and  preparations  internally  and  externally. 
For  external  ufe  the  folution  diluted  with  water  has 
been  made  ufe  of  as  a  wafh,  and  is  a  very  good 
medicine  for  fhancres,  &c.  The  fame  folution 
made  with  one  ounce  of  quickfilver  to  three  ounces 
of  nitrous  acid,  and  while  yet  warm  united  with 
a  pound  of  hog’s-lard  by  a  careful  trituration, 
yields,  under  the  name  of  unguentum  citrinum ,  one 
of  the  mod  efficacious  remedies  I  know  of  for 
obftinate  fyphilitic  complaints  of  the  fkin.  The 
red  precipitate,  ox  hydrargyrum  nitratum  rubrum, 
prepared  from  the  fame  folution,  expofed  to  fire 
till  it  acquires  the  colour  mentioned,  is  of  a  cor- 
rofive  nature,  and  therefore  employed  only  in 
powder  fprinkled  upon  venereal  ulcers  as  a  cau^ 
flic.  For  internal  ufe  the  hydrargyrum  nitra¬ 
tum  has  been  commonly  given  from  half  a  grain 
to  a  grain,  in  a  quart  of  any  of  the  deco£tions. — * 
But  the  hydrargyrum  nitratum  cinereum ,  in  the 
new  Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeia,  called  by  its  in¬ 
ventor  Dr  Black  pulvis  mercurii  cinereus ,  is  one 
of  the  mildefl  of  the  faline  mercurial  prepara¬ 
tions,  and  may  be  given  to  the  dofe  of  a  grain 
every  evening,  and  occafionally  alfo  every  morn¬ 
ing. — The  following  is  the  method  of  preparing 
It :  Quickfilver,  diluted  acid  of  nitre,  of  each 
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fcqual  quantities  in  weight.  After  the  mercury 
is  diffolved,  the  folution  is  to  be  diluted  with  pure 
water,  and  as  much  liquid  volatile  alkali  (fpiritus 
falls  avimoniaci)  to  be  dropped  into  it  as  is  fu!- 
ficient  for  depriving  the  mercury  of  the  acidr 
afterwards  the  grey  powder  is  to  be  walked  with 

pure  water  and  dried. - The  fyrup  of  Bellet, 

(commonly  called  vegetable  fyrup )  a  celebrated 
compofition,  the  ingredients  of  which  are  kept 
fecret,  is,  as  I  was  informed  by  people  of  au¬ 
thority  in  France,  mercury  precipitated  from 
its  folution  in  the  acid  of  nitre  by  fixed  vegetable 
alkali,  and  the  precipitate  afterwards  diffolved 
in  vitriolic  ether  mixed  with  fome  agreeable 
fyrup. 

I  {hall  now  take  notice  of  a  preparation  of  mer¬ 
cury,  fir!!  recommended  by  the  celebrated  Baron 
Van  Swieten.  This  preparation  is  the  corrofive 
fublimate,  ( mercurius  fublimatus  corrofvus) ;  or, 
as  I  would  rather  call  it  in  the  more  accurate 
language  of  chemiftry,  the  hydrargyrum  muriatum* 
[fortius.)  Some  years  ago  this  medicine  en¬ 
gaged  the  attention  of  all  Europe.  By  fome  it: 
was  recommended  as  a  mod  excellent  and  effi¬ 
cacious  remedy  again!!  the  mod  inveterate  com¬ 
plaints,  and  worft  ftages  of  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe.  It  was  particularly  recommended  in  erup¬ 
tions  on  the  ikin,  and  in  venereal  affefiions  of 
the  bones  ;  while  others  exclaimed  again!!  it  as  be¬ 
ing  frequently  produ6!ive  of  the  worft  effe£ls 
without  ever  radically  curing  the  diftemper* 
Both  parties  feem  to  have  gone  too  far  in  praifing 

as 
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as  well  as  blaming.  I  have  feen  cafes  where  this 
medicine  has  perre&ly  cured  the  moil  inveterate 
and  obftinate  venereal  complaints ;  while  in 
others  I  have  found  it  produce  effe&s  of  the 
worft  kind,  fuch  as  lofs  of  appetite,  griping, 
purging,  headach,  fever,  anxiety,  oppreffion  of 
the  breaft,  and  even  fpitting  of  blood,  without 
curing,  or  even  appearing  to  have  the  leaf!  effeft 
on  the  difeafe.  But  in  general  I  have  frequently 
obferved  that  this  medicine  very  foon  mitigates 
the  moil  troublefome  fymptoms  of  the  venereal 
difeafe,  without  effefting  a  radical  cure,  even 
after  being  applied  for  a  very  confiderable  time ; 
and  I  am  apt  to  think  now,  that  its  great  repu- 
tation  arofe  at  firft  from  this  property  of  fre¬ 
quently  alleviating  fo  remarkably  the  fymp¬ 
toms. 

Upon  the  whole,  though  it  is  certain  that  there 
are  feme  confutations  which  will  never  bear  this 
violent  medicine  without  danger,  yet,  from  fuch 
obfervations  as  I  have  been  able  to  make,  itfeems 
probable,  that  the  bad  effetls  attributed  to  the 
corrofive  fublimate  have  fometimes  arifen  either 
from  its  improper  preparation,  from  an  immo¬ 
derate  dofe,  or  otherwise  from  a  defeft  of  pra6ii« 
cal  judgment  in  the  phyfician  or  furgeon.  There¬ 
fore,  although  I  never  like  to  employ  violent 
remedies  where  I  can  effeft  a  cure  with  mild  ones  ; 
yet  it  muft  be  allowed,  that,  in  praftice,  cafes  will 
fometimes  occur  attended  with  fuch  fymptoms  as 
require  the  ufe  of  the  moft  powerful  medicines,  if 
for  no  other  purpofe  but  for  a  fpeedy  temporary 

relief. 
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relief.  In  thefe  cafes  it  will  fometimes  be  highly 
advifable  to  have  recourfe  to  the  fublimate  ;  tho* 
it  is  probable  to  me,  that  fuch  cafes  are  much 
lefs  frequent  than  it  is  commonly  thought.  But 
at  any  rate,  the  conftitution  of  the  patient  mult 
be  well  confidered  before  we  have  recourfe  to  this 
medicine.  If  he  be  of  a  ftrong  habit  of  body,  and 
his  lungs  healthy,  we  may  fafely  try  the  fubli- 
mate,  ufmg  the  neceffary  precautions  with  regard 
to  its  dofe  and  manlier  of  exhibition:  but  I 
would  never  recominend  it  where  the  patient  is 
of  a  weak,  delicate,  and  irritable  habit  of  body,  or 
if  he  has  a  fmall  cheft,  has  had  formerly  an  hae- 
moptyfis,  or  any  pulmonary  complaint ;  for  thefe 
perfons  I  have  always  obferved  to  fuffer  from  the 
ufe  of  the  fublimate.  Some  indeed  who  were  ap¬ 
parently  of  a  ftrong  conftitution,  I  have  feen 
equally  affefted  by  this  remedy  ;  for  which  reafon 
it  is  always  neceflary  to  be  cautious  in  the  ufe  of 
it.  We  ought  never  to  begin  with  more  than  a 
quarter  or  at  molt  half  a  grain  a-day,  diftolved 
in  milk,  barley-water,  ora  deco&ion  of  farfapa- 
rilla.  When  given  in  this  manner,  if  the  patient 
is  a  proper  fubjeft  for  this  medicine,  it  will  not 
readily  produce  any  bad  or  at  leaft  any  danger¬ 
ous  confequences ;  the  lefs  fo  when  adminiftered 
in  a  warm  feafon,  or  in  a  hot  climate.  In  ufing 
the  fublimate,  it  ought  befides  always  to  be  re¬ 
membered,  that  we  can  never  be  too  careful  with 
regard  to  its  choice ;  and  that  with  the  utmoft 
care  and  attention  to  the  preparation  of  the 
fublimate,  it  is  hardly  ever  poffible  to  obtain  it 
of  the  fame  degree  of  ftrength,  even  by  follow- 
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ing  always  the  very  fame  procefs.  In  all  cafes 
therefore  the  patient  Ihould  be  ordered  to  leave  it 
off  immediately  on  perceiving  any  of  the  above- 
mentioned  bad  fymptoms.  Sometimes  it  alfooc* 
curs  in  the  (hops  adulterated  with  arfeiiic,  which 
may  be  difcoveted  when  mixed  with  lime-water, 
in  which  cafe  it  will  produce  a  black  colour; 
whereas,  if  genuine,  it  yields  with  the  fame  an 
orange-coloured  precipitate,  to  which  we  gave 
the  name  lotio  fyphilitica fiava ,  if  one  drachm  of 
fublimate  is  added  to  one  pound  of  lime-water. 
Its  texture  befides,  if  genuine,  ought  to  be  of  a 
radiated  appearance  ;  whereas  the  fame,  if  adul¬ 
terated,  has  rather  a  granulated  one. 

The  hydrargyrum  muriatum  mitius,  or  flill  more 
properly  the  calx  hydrargyri  muriata,  commonly 
called  calomel,  mercurius  dulcis ,  mercurius  fub - 
limatus  dulcis ,  panacea  mercurialis ,  aquila  alba , 
&c.  is  a  milder  preparation  than  corrofive  fub¬ 
limate,  but  (till  an  acrid  one,  and  thus  very  apt 
to  produce  gripings,  and  to  run  off  by  ftool.  Be¬ 
fides,  as  its  manner  of  afting  depends  very  much 
on  the  accuracy  of  its  preparation,  and  other  cir~ 
cumftances  which  we  are  not  mailers  of,  its  effi¬ 
cacy  in  curing  the  lues  is  not  much  to  be  de¬ 
pended  upon.  Indeed  calomel  is  in  different 
countries,  in  different  ffiops  in  the  fame  country, 
nay  even  in  the  fame  fhops  at  different  times,  a 
very  different  medicine.  On  this  account,  tho3 
it  cannot  be  denied  that  many  have  been  cured 
of  the  venereal  difeafe  by  this  medicine,  I  never 
made  ufe  of  it  internally  but  for  a  mercurial 

purge. 
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a?,  till  of  late  when  Mr  Scheele ,  by  a  new 
od  of  preparing  it  via  humida  inferted  in  the 
AEla  Stockholm ,  has  greatly  removed  all  the  ob- 
je&ions  this  medicine  was  formerly  liable  to* 
As  it  will,  perhaps,  be  agreeable  to  fome  of  my 
readers  to  be  more  exaftly  acquainted  with  this 
latter  procefs,  I  (hall  infert  it  here. 

€€  Half  a  pound  of  quickfilver,  and  the  fame 
quantity  of  pure  aquafortis,  are  to  be  put  into  a 
fmall  veffel  with  along  neck,  the  mouth  of  which 
is  to  be  covered  with  paper.  The  veffel  is  then 
to  be  placed  in  a  warm  fand-bath ;  and  after  a  few 
hours,  when  the  acid  affords  no  figns  of  its  afling 
any  longer  on  the  quickfilver,  the  fire  is  to  be  in- 
creafed  to  fuch  a  degree  that  the  folution  may 
nearly  boil.  This  heat  is  to  be  continued  for 
three  or  four  hours,  taking  care  to  move  the  vef¬ 
fel  from  time  to  time,  and  at  laft  the  folution  is 
to  be  fuffered  to  boil  gently  for  about  a  quarter 
of  an  hour.  In  the  mean  while  we  are  to  diffolve 
four  ounces  and  a  half  of  fine  common  fait  in  fix 
or  eight  pints  of  water.  This  folution  is  to  be 
poured  boiling  into  a  glafs  veffel,  in  which  the 
abovementioned  folution  of  quickfilver  is  to  be 
mixed  with  it,  gradually,  and  in  a  boiling  Hate 
alfo,  taking  care  to  keep  the  mixture  in  conftant 
motion.  When  the  precipitate  is  fettled,  the  clear 
liquor  is  to  be  drained  from  it,  after  which  it  is 
to  be  repeatedly  wafhed  with  hot  water  till  it 
ceafes  to  impart  any  tafte  to  the  water.  The 
precipitate  obtained  by  this  method  is  to  be  fil¬ 
tered,  and  afterwards  dried  by  a  gentle  heat. 

It  might  be  fuppofed,  that  when  the  nitrous 
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add  ceafes  to  effervefce  with  the  mercury,  it  is 
faturated  with  it :  but  this  is  far  from  being  the 
cafe ;  the  acid,  when  the  heat  is  increafed,  being 
ftill  able  to  diffolve  a  confiderable  quantity  of  it ; 
with  this  difference,  however,  that  the  quickfilver 
at  the  beginning  of  the  procefs  is  calcined  by  the 
acid,  but  afterwards  is  diffolved  by  it  in  a  metal¬ 
lic  form.  In  proof  of  this  we  may  obferve,  that 
not  only  more  elaftic  vapour  arifes,  but  alfo  that 
by  adding  either  fixed  or  volatile  cauftic  alkali 
we  obtain  a  black  precipitate ;  whereas,  when  the 
folution  contains  only  calcined  quickfilver,  the 
precipitate  becomes  yellow  by  fuch  an  addition. 
If  this  black  precipitate  is  gently  diftilled,  it  rifes 
in  the  form  of  quickfilver,  leaving  a  yellow  pow¬ 
der,  which  is  in  fafi  that  part  of  the  mercury  that 
in  the  beginning  of  the  operation  was  calcined 
by  the  nitrous  acid. 

“  The  boiling  of  the  folution  for  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  is  neceffary,  in  order  to  keep 
the  hydrargyrum  nitratum  in  a  diffolved  ftate,  it 
being  much  difpofed  to  chryftallize,  in  general, 
fome  of  the  mercury  remains  undiffolved  ;  but  it 
is  always  better  to  take  too  much  than  too  little 
of  it,  becaufe  the  more  metallic  fubftance  the  fo¬ 
lution  contains,  the  more  mercurius  dulcis  will 
be  obtained. 

“  It  is  neceffary  to  pour  the  mercurial  folution 
into  the  folution  of  fait  by  a  little  at  a  time,  and 
cautioufly,  fo  that  no  part  of  the  undiffolved 
quickfilver  may  pafs  along  with  it.  Two  ounces 
of  common  fait  are  fufficient  to  precipitate  all  the 
mercury ;  but  then  it  may  eafily  happen  that  fome 
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fuperfluous  mercurius  corrofivus  attaches  itfelf  to 
this  precipitate,  which  the  water  alone  is  incapable 
of  feparating  completely.  This  is  undoubtedly 
the  reafon  why  mercurius  praecipitatus  albus  is 
always  corrolive.  I  have  found  that  common  fait 
poffeffes  the  fame  quality  as  fal  ammoniac,  viz. 
that  of  diffolving  a  great  quantity  of  mercurius 
corrofivus.  I  therefore  employ  four  ounces  and 
a  half  of  common  fait  in  order  to  get  the  mercu¬ 
rius  corrofivus  entirely  feparated. 

€S  If  we  confider  the  manner  in  which  mercu¬ 
rius  dulcis  is  obtained  in  the  dry  way,  by  fubli- 
mation,  we  fhall  not  find  it  difficult  to  give  the 
rationale  of  this  new  procefs. 

“  Mercurius  corrofivus  albus  is  a  middle  fait, 
confifting,  as  is  well  known,  of  marine  acid  com¬ 
bined  with  calx  of  mercury.  This  fait  is  capable 
of  diffolving  a  good  deal  of  quickiilver  in  a  me¬ 
tallic  form  ;  but  for  this  purpofe  the  moft  mi¬ 
nute  particles  of  each  muff  be  reciprocally  mixed* 
This  happens,  when  by  means  of  heat  they  are 
both  converted  into  vapour.  The  fame  thing 
occurs  in  the  abovementioned  procefs.  The  fo- 
lution  firfl:  fpoken  of  contains  the  calx  mercuric 
and  quickfilver  divided  into  the  moil  minute  par¬ 
ticles.  If  to  this  folution  we  add  marine  acid,  or 
(to  fave  expence)  common  fait,  the  marine  acid 
will  unite  with  the  calx  of  mercury,  and  the  re- 
fult  of  this  union  will  be  a  true  mercurius  corro¬ 
fivus  albus;  and  as  the  folution  contains  quick¬ 
filver  in  its  metallic  ftate,  this  will  immediately 
attrafl  as  much  of  the  mercurius  corrofivus  as  is 
neceffary  to  faturate  it,  and  by  this  means  a  real 

mercurius 
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mercurius  dulcis  will  be  produced,  which,  from 
its  being  infoluble,  will  be  immediately  precipi- 
tated. 

€S  The  following  fafls  are  proofs  that  this  pre¬ 
cipitate  is  a  good  mercurius  dulcis.  ill.  It  is  en¬ 
tirely  taftelefs.  2dly,  I  have  fublimed  it,  and 
examined  what  afcended  in  the  beginning,  and 
which  ought  to  have  been  corrofive,  if  the  preci¬ 
pitate  had  contained  any  thing  of  that  nature,  it 
being  well  known  that  mercurius  corrofivus 
afcends  fooner  than  mercurius  dulcis ;  whereas, 
through  the  whole  of  the  fublimation,  what  arofe 
was  a  pure  mercurius  dulcis,  exaftly  like  that 
which  is  obtained  in  the  common  manner.  3dly, 
I  have  mixed  this  precipitate  with  one  fourth 
part  of  quickfilver  and  fublimed  it,  upon  a  fup- 
pofition  that  if  it  contained  too  much  mercurius 
corrofivus  it  would  be  able  to  unite  with  more 
quickfilver ;  but  fo  far  was  this  from  being  the 
cafe,  that  the  quickfilver  was  not  dimrniffied  in 
weight  by  the  experiment.  4thly,  It  is  known 
that  caufiic  alkalis  and  lime-water  give  mercurius 
dulcis  a  black  colour.  The  fame  thing  happened 
with  mine.  The  black  colour  is  no  other  than 
quickfilver  divided  into  very  fine  particles. 

“  That  the  procefs  I  have  been  defcribing  is 
more  advantageous  than  that  which  is  ufually 
adopted,  I  cannot  doubt;  becaufe,  in  the  firft 

{dace,  this  mercurius  dulcis  can  be  prepared  with 
efs  difficulty,  with  lefs  expence,  and  without  em¬ 
ploying  corrofive  fublimate.  2dly,  As  there  can 
be  no  danger  of  its  being  in  any  degree  corrofiVe, 
provided  it  be  fufficiently  edulcorated*  it  may  al¬ 
ways 
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ways  be  given  with  fafety.  3dly,  The  operator  is 
not  expofed  to  that  noxious  dull  which  in  the  old 
method  arifes  during  the  trituration  of  the  corro- 
five  fublimate  and  quickfilver.  4thly,  This  is  much 
finer  than  the  common  mercurius  dulcis,  it  being 
impoffible  to  make  the  latter  equal  to  it  in  this  re- 
fpeft,  however  long  it  may  be  triturated.55 

Calomel  thus  prepared  will  prove  excellent, 
not  only  for  internal,  but  efpecially  for  external 
ufe,  either  in  powder,  or  fufpended  in  fimple  wa¬ 
ter  or  fome  mucilaginous  folution ;  occafionally 
alfo  a  drachm  of  it  may  be  mixed  with  four 
ounces  of  lime-water,  under  the  name  of  lotio 
fyphilitica  nigra ,  to  diftinguifh  it  from  the  lotio 
fyphilitica  jiava  made  with  corrofive  fublimate  and 
lime-water.  Calomel,  when  well  prepared,  muft 
give  the  lime-water  a  black  colour,  as  corrofive 
fublimate  does  a  yellow.  Dr  Ward's  white  drop 
proves,  in  fome  cafes,  a  valuable  medicine. 

The  calx  hydrargyri  vitriolata ,  commonly  called 
turpeth  mineral ,  or  mercurius  emeticus  Jlavus ,  is  a 
medicine  now  very  little  ufed,  except  by  thofe 
who  think  a  mercurial  vomit  preferable  to  one  of 
tartar  emetic  or  ipecacuanha,  for  curing  afwelled 
tefticle  arifing  from  a  venereal  caufe.  Some  in- 
ftances  however  I  have  feen,  where  this  medicine, 
given  daily  in  very  fmall  dofes,  effeftually  removed 
moft  obftinate  venereal  complaints  of  the  fkin. 

I  come  laftly  to  fpeak  of  a  medicine,  which, 
fome  time  ago,  and  even  yet,  is  made  ufe  of  by 
many  for  the  cure  of  the  lues ;  I  mean  Plummer  s 
powder  or  pills  ;  which,  properly  fpeaking,  are  not 
p  mercurial  preparation,  but  a  mechanical  mix¬ 
ture 
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turc  of  mercurius  dulcis,  and  fulphur  of  anti¬ 
mony.  I  have  already  obferved,  that  mercuriui 
dulcis,  when  prepared  by  fublimation,  is  a  very 
different  medicine  in  different  countries  and 
places ;  that  it  is  therefore  a  medicine  not  to  be 
depended  upon :  for  this  reafon,  I  never  would 
advife  any  perfon,  as  well  for  his  own  fatisfaftion 
as  that  of  his  patient*  to  truft  to  Plummers  pills 
for  curing  the  venereal  difeafe.  Plummer  has 
compounded  the  calomel  with  fulphur  of  anti¬ 
mony,  probably  for  the  purpofe  which  ftill  feems 
to  be  expended  by  thofe  who  make  ufe  of  this 
compofition,  viz.  by  means  of  the  fulphur  to  pre¬ 
vent  falivation,  and  to  diredi  the  mercury  to  the 
Ikin.  This  feems  efpecially  to  be  the  defign  in 
cutaneous  eruptions  of  the  venereal  kind.  But 
though  this  medicine  may  fometimes  be  effedlual 
in  removing  cutaneous  diforders,  I  mud,  from 
my  own  experience,  as  well  as  from  that  of  feve- 
ral  other  unprejudiced  practitioners,  pronounce  it 
a  very  improper  ome  for  curing  a  confirmed  lues. 
Repeated  infiances  indeed  have  come  under  my 
observation,  where  thefe  pills  having  been  taken 
fora  confiderable  time,  have  removed  the  fymp- 
toms  for  a  time,  without  effedling  a  radical  cure  ; 
which  are  to  me  fufficient  reafons  for  thinking 
it  an  unfafe  medicine,  and  confequently  that  no 
practitioner  ought  to  put  confidence  in  it  for  the 
cure  of  the  lues,  when  he  has  a  fafer  one  in  his 
hands. 

Whether  crude  mercury  boiled  with  fimple  wa¬ 
ter  communicates  to  it  fomething  of  its  qualities, 
and  with  what  fuccefs  fuch  a  decodiion  might 
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be  adminiftered  for  curing  venereal  complaints, 
I  am  not  able  to  fay.  I  have  feen  this  decoftion 
given  to  children  affe&ed  with  worms,  in  differ¬ 
ent  parts  of  the  continent ;  with  what  effeft,  I  had 
no  opportunity  to  afcertain :  but  I  know  of  a 
dog  in  London  who  was  radically  cured  of  a  molt 
obftinate  mange,  for  which  a  variety  of  medicines 
had  been  tried  in  vain,  from  the  ufe  of  this  de- 
coftion  for  his  common  drink. 


IV.  On  Ptyalism  or  Salivation. 

It  has  been  a  matter  of  controverfy,  whether 
a  confirmed  lues  may  be  radically  cured  without 
falivation ;  and  though  there  is  now  hardly  any 
medical  man  who  doubts  of  the  poffibility  of  a 
perfeft  cure  without  it,  there  are  ftill  many  who 
employ  falivation,  not  only  for  the  cure  of  the 
lues,  but,  in  fome  countries,  for  that  of  the 
Gonorrhoea  alfo.  This  mode  of  treatment,  in 
the  former  cafe,  is  ftill  very  much  in  vogue,  in 
private  pra£iice  as  well  as  in  hofpitals,  efpecially 
m  France  :  in  other  countries,  it  is  almoft  entirely 
confined  to  hofpitals. 

How  far  this  praftice  of  falivating  fuch  pa¬ 
tients  is  juftifiable,  in  the  former  as  well  as  in  the 
latter  cafe,  fhall  be  the  fubje£i  of  my  prefent  in¬ 
quiry. 

It  has  been  the  opinion  of  many,  and  publicly 
afferted  by  Dr  Friend,  and  even  by  feveral  late 
writers,  that  a  falivation  is  not  only  neceffary  to 
cffe£i  a  radical  cure,  but  alfo  that  the  greater  the 
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falivation,  the  more  certain  and  effeflual  will  be 
the  cure  of  the  lues,  efpecially  when  the  bones 
are  affe&ed. 

I  mull  confefs,  I  have  always  experienced  the 
direft  contrary.  Amongfl  a  great  many  patients 
of  different  ages,  conftitutions,  and  climates,  who 
have  been  under  my  care,  I  have  not  only  not 
found  one  who  required  falivation,  but  I  have, 
on  the  contrary,  conftantly  obferved,  that  the 
greater  the  falivation,  the  lefs  certain  and  effec¬ 
tual  was  the  cure  of  the  lues.  This  is  fo  true,  that 
even  the  modern  advocates  for  falivation  unani- 
moufly  confefs,  that  a  ftrong  falivation  is  hurtful, 
and  that  only  a  gentle  one  fhould  be  raifed.  Could 
I  allow  this  to  be  right,  I  would  obferve,  that  to 
flop,  or  even  moderate,  a  falivation  once  begun, 
is  in  many  cafes  more  eafily  faid  than  accom- 
plifhed.  This  is  often  entirely  out  of  our  power ; 
and  it  is  yet  one  of  the  great  defiderata  in  medi¬ 
cine,  to  know  a  fpecific  remedy  that  will  produce 
fuch  an  effeft.  This  is  fo  little  in  our  power, 
that  I  have  feen  more  than  once  patients  carried 
off  by  falivation,  (their  ftrength  being  totally  ex- 
haufled)  before  it  could  be  leffened  or  flopt  by 
any  remedy  whatfoever.  Others  who  did  not  fink 
entirely  under  it,  remained  languid  from  the 
evacuation,  for  months  and  even  years,  and  fe- 
veral  I  have  feen  die  in  a  confumption  brought  on 
by  fuch  a  courfe.  Befides,  a  falivation  is  not 
only  very  troublefome  to  the  patient,  by  fpitting 
day  and  night,  and  by  filling  the  room  with  a 
very  difagreeable  fmell ;  but  frequently  alfo  pro¬ 
duces  painful  ulcers  in  the  mouth,  fauces,  &c, 
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which,  if  not  taken  care  of  in  time,  or  being 
miftaken  for  venereal  ones,  by  continuing  the 
ufe  of  mercury,  become  more  dangerous  than  the 
venereal  difeafe  itfelf. 

It  may  feem  furprifing,  therefore,  how  fuch  a 
dangerous  method  of  attempting  the  cure  of  the 
venereal  difeafe  as  that  by  falivation  (hould  ftill 
be  retained  and  praflifed  in  fome  hofpitals.  The 
three  following  reafons,  indeed,  I  have  heard  al¬ 
leged.  1.  To  confine  the  patients  with  the  go- 
norrhcea  or  lues  to  the  room,  and  to  prevent  them 
from  getting  a  frefli  infetlion  before  they  are  cu¬ 
red  of  the  firft.  2.  To  get  rid  of  fuch  poor  pa¬ 
tient^  in  a  month  or  five  weeks,  in  order  to  take 
others  in  their  place  into  the  hofpital,  who  are 
treated  and  fent  away  in  the  fame  manner* 
3.  Becaufe  many  of  the  lower  clafs  of  people  have 
an  unhappy  prejudice  in  favour  of  this  method, 
and  imagine  they  cannot  be  radically  cured  with¬ 
out  what  they  call  a  good  and  continued  faliva¬ 
tion.  To  me,  however,  thefe  reafons  appear 
wholly  infufficient.  To  prevent  the  patients  from 
getting  a  frefh  infeftion,.  better  means  might  be 
eafily  found  out.  With  regard  to  the  fecond 
point,  I  think  it  more  reafonable  and  more  hu¬ 
mane  to  cure  a  fmaller  number  of  patients  radi¬ 
cally  without  falivation,  even  though  a  longer 
time  fhould  be  taken  up  in  the  cure,  than  to  re¬ 
lieve  the  complaints  of  a  great  number  in  a  fhort- 
er  time  by  fuch  an  uncertain,  troublefome,  and. 
fometimes  dangerous  method.  We  may  add  to 
this,  that  experience  daily  {hows,  that  a  number 
of  thofe  patients  who  feem  to  be  cured  by  the  cef- 
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Tation  of  the  fymptoms  during  falivation,  very 
frequently  return  in  a  fhort  time  to  the  hofpital 
with  the  fame  fymptoms  they  were  affe&ed  with 
before,  or  find  themfelves  obliged  to  feek  affiftance 
fomewhere  elfe,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  fo- 
lemnly  proteft  againfl;  their  having  received  a  new 
infe&ion.  The  third  reafon  alleged  in  favour  of 
falivation  is  the  worft  of  all.  I  am  of  opinion, 
that  no  perfon  of  integrity,  who  praftifes  medi¬ 
cine,  fhould  ever  comply  with  the  prejudices  of 
his  patients  when  they  may  be  hurtful  to  them, 
or  when  he  knows  that  by  a  contrary  method 
he  is  able  to  cure  them  with  greater  certainty  and 
fafety.  Befides,  it  will  be  an  eafy  matter  for  a 
phyfician  or  furgeon,  who  knows  how  to  gain 
the  confidence  of  his  patient,  to  convince  him  of 
the  folly  of  fuch  prejudices.  Salivation,  there¬ 
fore,  being,  in  my  opinion,  an  exceptionable 
method  of  cure  in  any  circumftances  whatever,  I 
think  it,  in  all  cafes,  mod  prudent  to  avoid  it, 
or,  if  prefent,  to  moderate  and  remove  it  ai 
quickly  and  fpeedily  as  poffible. 

The  method  of  preventing  a  falivation  I  have 
laid  down  above,  when  fpeaking  on  mercurial 
friflions.  The  means  to  be  ufed  for  this  pur- 
pofe  are  Ihortly  the  following.  1 .  A  careful  ad- 
miniftration  of  mercury  both  as  to  its  preparation 
and  dofe.  2.  The  avoiding  cold  or  damp  air, 
efpecially  at  night.  3.  The  ufe  of  warm  cloaths  ; 
or,  in  a  cold  damp  feafon  or  climate,  the  con- 
ftant  wearing  of  flannel  next  the  {kin.  4.  The 
repeated  ufe  of  warm  baths,  and  the  internal  ufe 
of  diaphoretic  or  diuretic  deco&ions  along  with 
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the  mercury.  5.  The  avoiding  too  hot  rooms 
and  confined  air.  6.  Covering  the  neck  and  head 
but  very  (lightly  day  or  night.  7.  Taking  a  dofe 
of  gentle  cooling  phyfic,  and  intermitting  the  ufe 
of  the  mercury  as  foon  as  the  breath  and  teeth 
begin  to  be  affected.  8.  If  the  patient  is  not  of 
a  phlogiftic  habit  of  body,  a  free  diet,  with  the 
moderate  ufe  of  wine,  is  to  be  ordered,  rather 
than  a  low  one.  Smoaking  tobacco  (hould  alfo 
be  avoided,  during  a  courfe  of  mercurials,  by 
thofe  who  are  accuftomed  to  it. 

It  is  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that,  in  general,  a  fali- 
vation  will  take  place  more  readily  under  the  ufe 
of  acrid  mercurial  preparations,  and  in  a  cold  and 
damp  feafon  or  climate ;  that  fome  conftitutions 
are  more  difpofed  to  it  than  others ;  and  that  par¬ 
ticularly  thofe  who  have  previoufly  taker!  mercury 
are  often  ready  to  fall  into  a  falivation  by  uling 
the  fmalleft  dofe,  though  perhaps  in  the  former 
difeafe  they  felt  no  fuch  effe61  from  the  ufe  of  it. 

A  variety  of  medicines  given  feparately,  or 
combined  with  the  mercury,  have  been  likewife 
recommended  for  preventing  it  from  affeflingthe 
mouth,  as  well  as  for  checking  a  falivation  after 
it  has  taken  place.  The  principal  of  thefe  are 
fulphur,  fulphur  of  antimony,  camphire,  the  Pe~ 
ruvian  bark,  and  iron.  By  a  careful  attention, 
however,  to  the  foregoing  rules,  I  think  it  is  in 
general  not  very  difficult  to  avoid  a  falivation, 
without  having  recourfe  to  any  of  thefe  remedies ; 
efpecially  as  I  have  feen  fome  of  them  repeatedly 
applied  by  others  without  fuccefs.  With  regard 
to  the  latter  point,  viz.  the  abating  and  removing 
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a  falivation  when  once  begun,  it  is  fometimes  sl 
very  difficult  matter:  the  following  method, 
however,  with  an  exa£l  obfervance  of'  the  rule* 
above  mentioned,  will  frequently  be  attended 
with  fuccefs. 

As  foon  as  the  patient  feels  his  mouth  affe&ed, 
he  ought  to  leave  off  the  ufe  of  mercury,  and 
keep  within  doors,  in  a  moderately  warm  room, 
if  the  feafon  be  cold.  If  his  ftrength  and  conftitu- 
tion  will  allow,  we  may  adminifter  him  a  gentle 
laxative  ;  but  fhould  be  careful  about  prefcribing 
purgatives,  becaufe  they  often  will  bring  on  a 
diarrhoea,  which  we  fnall  find  fometimes  great 
difficulty  to  ftop,  and  which  may  prove  danger¬ 
ous  in  its  confequences.  If  he  can  bear  it,  he 
fhould  alfo,  for  four  or  five  days,  be  placed 
every  evening  in  a  warm  bath,  rubbing  his 
body  in  the  mean  time  with  a  fleffi-brufh  or  piece 
of  flannel ;  and  when  he  comes  out  of  the  bath,  he 
muff  again  drefs  himfelf  immediately  in  flannel 
eloaths.  If  phlogiftic  fymptoms  occur,  he  fhould 
be  confined  to  a  low  diet,  and  drink  barley-water 
or  any  other  mucilaginous  deco£lion  ;  but  if  his 
ftrength  is  very  much  reduced,  a  good  nourifh- 
ing  diet,  together  with  the  ufe  of  wine,  an  infu- 
fion  of  Peruvian  bark,  or  guaffia  wood,  in  wine 
or  cinnamon-water,  and  the  free  country  air,  are 
certainly  more  proper.  If  the  air  is  dry,  he 
fhould  not  confine  himfelf  to  his  room,  but  go 
abroad  a  little,  unlefs  it  be  very  cold.  When  the 
falivary  duffs  are  very  much  relaxed,  and  the 
fpitting  continues  undiminifhed,  an  aftringejit 
gargle  may,  with  proper  precautions,  be  pre- 
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fcribed.  It  may  be  made  of  the  deco&ion  of  Pe¬ 
ruvian  bark,  or  of  the  cortex  falicis  albce ,  in  red 
wine  or  in  water  ;  to  which,  according  to  circum- 
ftances,  may  be  added  fome  tinfiure  of  gum-lac 
or  of  myrrh.  Common  fulphur  may  alfo  be 
given  occafionally,  either  alone  or  joined  with 
fome  cooling  purgatives.  The  fulphur  of  anti¬ 
mony  has  been  recommended  in  fuch  cafes  as  a 
diaphoretic.  An  eminent  phyfician  has  recom¬ 
mended  for  this  purpofe  the  aurumfulminans, 
given  every  day  from  three  to  five  grains,  as 
a  very  efficacious  medicine ;  but  as  I  have  never 
had  occafion  to  try  this  remedy  myfelf,  I  am 
unable  to  fay  whether  this  advice  is  founded  on 
experience,  or  only  on  a  theory  derived  from  the 
chemical  affinity  or  attraction  between  mercury 
and  gold.  In  an  obflinate  ptyalifin,  a  blitter, 
feton,  or  iffue,  in  the  neck,  or  the  volatile  lini¬ 
ment  applied  to  the  throat,  fometimes  prove  fer« 
viceable ;  and  in  defparate  cafes  we  might  alfo 
try  the  effeft  of  repeatedly  pouring  cold  water 
over  the  head  and  face,  letting  the  patient  fit  in 
the  mean  time  with  the  reft  of  the  body  immerfed 
in  a  warm  bath. 
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CHAP.  XIV. 

Of  the  Reafons  why  certain  Venereal 
Complaints  do  not  yield  to  Mercury. 


THE  reafons  praftical  obfervations  have  fug- 
gelled  to  me  why  mercury  fometimes  fails 
in  curing  venereal  complaints,  depend  on  the 
following  caufes;  viz.  1.  On  mercury  and  its 
preparations.  2.  On  the  method  of  exhibiting 
them,  internally  as  well  as  externally.  3.  On 
the  greater  or  lefs  irritability  or  conftitutional 
ftrength  of  the  patient,  or  fome  faults  committed 
by  the  fame.  4.  On  the  nature  of  the  difeafe  it- 

felf. - 1  fhall  treat  of  them  in  order. 

Since  the  ufe  of  mercurial  ointment  in  friXions, 
the  firft  and  only  method  made  ufe  of  in  the  fix- 
teenth  century,  feveral  other  preparations,  both 
for  internal  and  external  ufe,  have  been  difco- 
vered  and  tried,  with  a  view  to  cure  venereal 
complaints  which  would  not  yield  to  friXions, 
or  to  remove  the  difeafe  more  fpeedily  or  in  a 
more  convenient  manner.  I  fhall  avoid  making 
here  any  reflexions  on  the  preference  either  of 
thofe  methods  claim  over  the  reft ;  and  fhall  con* 
fine  myfelf  entirely  to  the  reafons  why  mercurial 
friXions,  as  well  as  other  preparations  of  mer¬ 
cury,  ^fometimes  prove  ineffeXual  for  removing 

fome 


RESIST  MERCURY. 


199 


fome  venereal  complaints,  having  offered  fome 
obfervations  on  thefe  preparations  before. 

I  have  feen  a  variety  of  perfons  affe&ed  with 
gleets,  fhancres,  pains  and  caries  of  the  bones, 
cutaneous  eruptions,  herpes,  ulcerations  of  the 
nofe,  throat,  &c.  condylomatous  or  verrucous 
excrefcences  in  different  parts  of  the  body,  but 
efpecially  about  the  anus  and  pudenda,  which 
feemed  obflinately  to  refift  the  effects  of  mercury ; 
and  which,  fo  far  from  being  removed  after  a 
copious  and  difagreeable  falivation,  were  rather 
increafed  by  it,  and,  when  removed,  often  re¬ 
turned  again  (hortly  afterwards. 

After  a  careful  inquiry,  I  found  that  the 
caufes  of  this  difficulty  were  very  often  to  be 
fought  for  in  the  medicine  itfelf ;  being  owing, 
either,  1.  To  its  being  badly  prepared,  or  ill  fitted 
for  curing  the  difeafe.  2.  To  its  not  being  given 
in  fufficient  quantity,  or  continued  for  a  fuffi- 
cient  length  of  time.  3.  To  its  being  admini- 
ftered  in  too  great  a  quantity,  and  by  that  means 
exciting  a  falivation,  fweats,  and  purging,  without 
deftroying  the  venereal  virus  in  the  body ;  or, 
laflly,  To  its  being  mixed  with  other  fubftances, 
foas  to  render  it  inefficacious. 

The  great  point  in  curing  the  venereal  difeafe 
by  mercury,  being  to  introduce  fuch  a  quantity 
of  it  into  the  habit  as  ffiall  be  fufficient  totally 
to  eradicate  the  venereal  poifon,  it  is  evident  that 
medicines  unfkilfully  or  negligently  prepared, 
may  have  the  worft  effeCis.  Thus,  for  example, 
if  fublimate  is  mixed  with  arfenic  in  order  to 
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render  it  whiter,  and  give  it  the  better  appear- 
ance,  or  if  mercury  is  combined  with  fubftances 
incapable  of  holding  it  fufpended,  or  if,  when 
made  into  pills,  it  is  not  fufficiently  tritu-  . 
rated  fo  as  to  be  equally  divided,  its  effefts  can¬ 
not  but  be  precarious.  In  the  latter  cafe  one  pill 
may  contain  three  or  more  grains  of  mercury;  and 
another  only  one  grain,  or  perhaps  none  at  all ; 
and  when  this  is  the  cafe,  the  latter  will  have  no 
effe£t,  while  from  the  former  the  patient  may 
experience  a  violent  griping  and  purging. 

Here  we  may  obferve,  that  a  mercurial  prepa¬ 
ration  is  always  ill  fitted  for  the  purpofe,  when¬ 
ever  it  is  incapable  of  entering  into  the  habit,  or 
if,  when  it  has  entered  the  circulation,  it  excites 
a  falivation  before  it  has  deftroyed  the  virus ;  for 
it  is  erroneous  to  believe  that  by  falivation  all  the 
poifon  is  carried  off,  and  the  difeafe  by  that 
means  radically  cured,  juft  the  contrary  to  this 
being  the  cafe.  It  is  true,  that  if  a  falivation '  is 
brought  on,  the  patient  will  often  find  all  his 
fymptoms  difappear,  and  of  courfe  be  induced 
to  think  himfelf  cured  ;  but  fome  months,  and 
fometimes  only  a  few  weeks  afterwards,  the  com¬ 
plaints  will,  in  many  cafes,  return  again  with 
increafed  violence.  I  do  not  deny,  however,  but 
that  the  difeafe,  efpecially  if  flight,  may  by 
this  means  be  radically  cured:  but  I  maintain, 
from  repeated  obfervations  in  private  as  well  as 
hofpital  pra&ice,  that  the  praftitioner  can  never 
be  certain  of  the  real  cure  ;  and  of  courfe  that 
the  cures  effefted  by  falivation  are  not  only 
doubtful,  but  oftentimes  altogether  inefte&uah 
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But  upon  this  fubjeft  I  had  occafion  to  treat  more 
fully  in  the  foregoing  chapter  Of  mercurial  prepu- 
rations  in  particular ,  and  under  the  head  of 
Salivation . 

The  principal  remark  to  be  made  here  is,  that 
to  cure  our  patients  well  and  radically,  no  prafti- 
tioner  who  has  their  welfare  at  heart,  and  who 
does  not  adminifter  his  medicines  at  random,  will 
ever  make  ufe  of  any  mercurial  preparation  or 
compofition  which  he  has  not  prepared  himfelf, 
or  at  leaft  taken  care  to  fee  prepared  by  fome  one 
on  whofe  integrity  and  care  he  can  rely.  The 
repeated  difappointments  I  have  experienced  my* 
felf,  and  which  I  have  feen  happen  to  others, 
have  rendered  me  fcrupuloufly  exaft  on  this 
head. 

We  fhould  likewife  be  careful  not  to  make 
ufe  of  mercurials  combined  with  other  medicines, 
becaufe  they  not  only  difappoint  us,  but  often 
render  the  cure  more  tedious  and  precarious.  I 
have  feen  repeated  inftances  of  this  with  Plum- 
mers  pills;  and  have  heard  the  fame  remark 
made  by  others  who  were  attentive  and  emi¬ 
nent  pra&itioners. 

We  ought  never  to  give  acrid  preparations  of 
mercury,  when  we  can  effeft  a  cure  with  mild 
ones.  The  dreadful  effe£ts  I  have  repeatedly  been 
an  eye-witnefs  to  from  remedies  of  this  fort,  e- 
fpecially  from  the  corrofive  fublimate,  oblige  me 
to  inculcate  this  caution  with  the  greater  warmth. 
The  conftant  effects  of  fuch  acrid  compofitions, 
efpecially  in  delicate  habits,  are  pains  in  the  fto- 
mach  and  bowels,  lofs  of  appetite,  violent  gri- 

pings. 


to* 


WHY  SOME  CASES 


pings,  diarrhoeas,  and  (ometimes  dangerous  co¬ 
lics;  or,  if  they  enter  into  the  circulation, 
they  will  excite  fpitting  of  blood,  convulfions, 
nervous  fevers,  and  other  complaints,  more  bane¬ 
ful  even  than  that  they  were  intended  to  eradi¬ 
cate  ;  or  elfe  they  will  perhaps  excite  a  falivation, 
and  of  courfe  prevent  them  from  being  continued 
to  complete  the  cure.  If  we  fometimes  adminifler 
them,  as  may  now  and  then  be  requifite  in  cu¬ 
taneous  or  deep-feated  venereal  complaints,  we 
(hould  carefully  confider  the  habit  of  the  patient ; 
and  if  that  will  admit  of  them,  (hould  begin  with 
very  fmall  dofes,  in  order  to  avoid  the  above- 
mentioned  fymptoms,  particularly  the  diarrhoea ; 
for  when  that  takes  place,  the  mercury,  inftead  of 
entering  into  the  mafs,  will  be  carried  off  by  (tool, 
and  of  courfe  occafion  trouble  and  pain  to  the 
patient,  without  affording  him  any  relief.  In 
general,  therefore,  we  {hould  be  careful  in  the 
choice  and  adminiflration  of  mercurial  prepara¬ 
tions:  we  (hould  find  out,  in  every  cafe,  that 
preparation  which  feems  befl  to  agree  with  the 
conftitution,  and  never  infift  obftinately  on  the 
ufe  of  a  preparation  or  dofe  which  excites  bad 
fymptoms  in  the  body:  we  (hould  not  imitate 
the  example  of  thofe  quacks  whofe  knowledge 
confifts  entirely  in  a  noftrum,  which  they  give 
indifcriminately  to  all  their  patients,  for  every 
kind  of  venereal  complaint,  and  pronounce  their 
patients  cured  as  foon  as  the  fymptoms  of  thedif- 
order  have  difappeared  ;  to  which  affertion,  cre¬ 
dit  is  the  more  readily  given,  as  moll  young  men 
diflike  to  be  conftrained  or  confined  to  a  courfe  of 
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medicines  for  a  length  of  time.  Thus  they  will 
now  and  then  cure  a  patient ;  but  in  the  mean 
time,  ruin  the  conflitution  of  many,  and  com¬ 
monly  render  the  difeafe  more  obftinate  and  in¬ 
veterate  for  the  future.  The  poifon  indeed  re¬ 
mains  latent  for  weeks,  months,  or  fometimes 
even  for  years  ;  but  then  it  breaks  out  with  re¬ 
doubled  rage  and  violence,  and  not  unfrequently 
produces  fymptoms  and  difeafes,  the  nature  of 
which,  efpecially  in  women,  we  mud  only  guefs 
at,  and  which,  in  that  Hate,  fometimes  baffle  the 
{kill  of  the  mod  able  phyiician ;  for  venereal  com¬ 
plaints,  the  older  they  are,  the  more  obftinate 
they  prove  againft  the  power  of  mercury. 

I  come  now  to  the  third  point,  why  mer¬ 
cury  fails  fometimes  in  curing  the  lues,  viz.  on 
account  of  the  conftitution  of  the  patient.  We 
fometimes  meet  with  patients,  efpecially  a- 
mong  the  female  fex,  or  fuch  as  have  taken 
mercury  for  former  venereal  complaints,  whofe 
conftitution  is  now  fo  irritable,  that,  after  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  a  few  grains  or  fri&ions,  they 
are  either  affe&ed  with  a  nervous  fever,  fp&fms, 
headach,  or  they  very  readily  fall  into  a  faliva- 
tion,  on  the  fecond  or  third  day.  In  thefe  con- 
ftitutions  we  ought  to  be  peculiarly  careful  to  find 
out  the  preparation  and  dofe  beft  adapted  to  them. 
The  Peruvian  bark,  or  fome  other  vegetable  to¬ 
nic,  is  here  fometimes  adminiftered  with  mercu¬ 
ry  to  great  advantage.  If  we  negleft  thefe  pre¬ 
cautions,  indeed,  many  patients  of  this  kind  will 
be  fufferers  for  life,  without  ever  being  cured  ra¬ 
dically.  There  is  one  remark  to  be  made  here, 
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to  which  in  general  little  attention  has  been  hi¬ 
therto  paid.  Moft  writers  and  praftitioners  con¬ 
fine  their  venereal  patients  under  a  mercurial 
courfe,  without  any  diftin&ion,  to  a  low  diet, 
as  well  with  regard  to  eating  as  drinking.  This 
rule  is  however  a  very  improper  one,  when  ge¬ 
nerally  applied.  Such  a  diet  will  be  very  proper 
for  ftrong,  vigorous  conftitutions ;  but,  for  weak, 
delicate,  or  irritable  ones,  it  will  fometimes  be 
extremely  improper.  A  full  diet,  with  the  mo* 
derate  ufe  of  wine,  ought  to  be  allowed  them ; 
otherwife  mercury  will  produce  no  effe&s  upon 
the  pdifbn,  though  very  difagreeablc  ones  upon 
the  conftitution.  The  warm  bath  will  fometimes 
much  affift  in  thefe  cafes.  Nature  readily  co¬ 
operates  with  mercury  in  fame  conftitutions ; 
whereas  in  others  it  does  but  little,  or  a£is 
flowly,  and  with  difficulty.  But  befides  this 
peculiarity  in  the  conftitution,  we  often  obferve, 
that  patients  render  their  complaints  complicated 
and  obftinate,  by  attempting  to  cure  themfelves, 
or  by  applying  to  quacks  or  unfldlful  perfons  in 
the  art  of  healing.  They  frequently  alfo  hurt 
themfelves  by  negleft  of  diet,  or  by  not  making 
life  of  the  medicines  in  the  manner  prefcribed, 
or  by  not  continuing  the  fame  long  enough,  but 
leaving  off  as  foon  as  the  fymptoms  disappear, 
by  expofing  themfelves  imprudently  to  the  damp 
and  cold  atmofphere,  efpecially  at  night,  or  by 

’  growing  inconftant,  go¬ 
to  another,  making  ufe 
,  of  one  medicine,  and 
then  of  another.  By  all  thefe  different  circum- 

ftances. 


becoming  impatient  anc 
ing  from  one  phyfician 
for  fome  days  or  week 


RESIST  MERCURY. 


*05 

fiances,  venereal  complaints  are  fometimes  ren¬ 
dered  extremely  obftinate. 

On  account  of  the  diforder  itfelf,  mercury 
fometimes  fails,  when  the  patient,  by  a  previous 
large  or  imprudent  ufc  of  mercury,  can  hardly 
bear  a  few  grains  or  a  few  fri&ions  without  faliva- 
tion :  in  this  cafe,  if  we  leave  off  the  ufe  of  mercury, 
our  patient  will  not  get  rid  of  his  diforder ;  and  if 
we  continue  it,  we  are  fure  to  bring  on  a  trouble- 
fome  ptyalifm,  which  will  laft  fometimes  for  weeks 
or  months,  expofing  the  patient  to  dangerous  con- 
fequences,  and  often  leaving  the  principal  diforder 
uncured.  What  may  be  done  in  thefe  circum- 
ftanccs,  I  have  hinted  in  feveral  places  of  the  fore¬ 
going  chapters.  But  we  are  by  far  more  fre¬ 
quently  difappointed  in  our  expectations  from 
mercury,  by  miftaking  the  nature  of  the  dis¬ 
order;  by  judging  thofe  complaints  venereal, 
which  often  are  owing  either  to  the  effefts  of 
mercury,  or  to  a  ftate  of  the  diforder,  which, 
though  originally  arifing  from  the  venereal  virus, 
has  degenerated  either  by  time  or  other  caufes 
into  a  difeafe  of  a  quite  different  nature,  for 
which  mercury  is  not  only  no  antidote,  but  a 
real  poifon.  Of  thefe  complaints  we  have  fpoken 
already,  and  {hall  fpeak  further  hereafter. 
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CHAP.  XV. 

On  other  Remedies  recommended  for  curing 

the  Lues. 


BESIDES  the  mercurial  fri&ions,  the  fumiga¬ 
tions,  and  the  internal  ufe  of  the  different 
mercurial  preparations,  a  variety  of  other  medi¬ 
cines  has  been  recommended,  either  to  cure  the 
different  venereal  complaints  without  mercury, 
or  to  affift  mercury  in  its  operation  ;  and  as  there 
are  many  inftances  of  the  mercury  failing,  or 
expofingthe  patients  to  difagreeable  confequences, 
a  remedy  has  been  fought  for,  which,  without  ha¬ 
ving  any  of  the  noxious  qualities  of  mercury,  might 
have  all  its  powerful  and  good  ones.  Moft  of  the 
quack  medicines,  fold  and  praifed  as  prepara¬ 
tions  from  the  vegetable  kingdom  for  this  pur- 

J)ofe,  I  have  been  at  pains  to  analyfe,  and  have 
bund  them  to  be  nothing  but  one  or  other  mer¬ 
curial  preparation  difguifed.  Several  other  re¬ 
medies  have  been  recommended  as  fuccedaneums 
for  mercury,  for  the  cure  of  the  venereal  difeafe, 
which,  we  are  told,  have  been  made  ufe  of  for 
this  purpofe  with  fuccefs,  before  mercury  was 
employed;  and  are,  we  are  credibly  informed* 
made  ufe  of  even  at  this  time,  without  any  mer¬ 
curial,  with  the  beft  effeft,  in  South  as  well  as  in 

North 
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North  America,  for  curing  the  venereal  difeafe, 
radically.  Such  of  them  as  I  have  feen  made 
ufe  of  for  the  fame  purpofe  in  Europe,  have* 
in  every  inftance  at  leaft  that  came  under  my 
infpeftion,  never  been  attended  with  the  defired 
cffefl ;  and  I  have  never  feen  one  inftance  of 
a  confirmed  pox  cured  by  them.  Some  of 
them,  however,  are  worthy  our  attention,  and 
certainly  deferve  a  fairer  trial  than  has  hi¬ 
therto  been  made,  to  afcertain  their  power, 
elpecially  fuch  as  are  recommended  by  men 
of  knowledge  and  obfervation.  The  root  of  the 
Lobelia  fyphilitica,  with  which,  as  we  are  inftrufled 
by  Dr  Kalm,  and  afterwards  more  exa&Iy  by  Mr 
Bartram*,  the  inhabitants  of  North  America 
cure  the  venereal  difeafe  as  effe&ually  and  radi¬ 
cally  as  we  do  with  mercury.  They  take  a 
handful  of  the  frefh,  or  (which  he  fays  is  better) 
dried  plant ;  they  walh  it,  and  boil  it  in  a  gallon 
and  a  half  of  water ;  of  which  deco&ion  the  pa¬ 
tient  drinks  every  day,  if  his  conftitution  will  fuffer 
it,  a  quart  in  the  beginning,  gradually  augment¬ 
ing  the  dofe,  till  he  can  no  longer  bear  the  pur¬ 
ging  excited  by  it ;  then  he  leaves  it  off  for  a  day 

or 


*  The  latter  author  advifes  the  patient  to  take  two  gills  of  this 
«ieco£tion  three  times  a-day,  on  an  empty  ftomach,  and  augment 
the  dofe  according  to  the  ftrength  of  the  patient,  making  ufe  of 
warm  baths,  a»d  a  proper  diet  at  the  fame  time.  Care  fhould  be 
taken  not  to  make  ufe  of  the  lobelia  longiflora,  inilead  of  the  lobelia 
fyphilitica,  the  former  being  of  a  much  more  acrid  nature  than 
the  latter.— -In  fome  parts  of  Italy  it  is  even  now  a  law  of  govern¬ 
ment,  not  to  make  ufe  of  mercury  in  hofpitals  for  curing  the  ve¬ 
nereal  difeaf«. 
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or  two,  and,  if  neceffary,  continue  it  again  till 
he  finds  himfelf  perfe£ily  well,  which  is  for  the 
moft  part  in  a  fortnight.  If  there  are  any  exter¬ 
nal  diforders,  they  wafh  the  affefled  parts  with 
the  fame  decoftion. — If  the  difeafe  is  very  obfti- 
nate,  they  mix  with  the  lobelia,  the  root  of  the 
Ranunculus  abortivus ,  but  in  a  fmall  quantity  on 
account  of  its  acrimony.  In  order  to  heal  up 
the  venereal  ulcers,  they  dry  the  root  of  Gcum 
nivale,  and  fprigkle  its  powder  upon  them. 
Theyalfo  cure  deep  and  putrid  ulcers,  byinfper- 
fionof  the  interior  bark  or  the  Ceanothus  America- 
nus.  A  decoftion  of  the  ftipites  of  the  Solanum 
dulcamara ,  and  likewife  the  root  of  the  Daphne 
mezereum  and  farfaparilla,  have  been  of  late 
much  recommended  in  obftinate  venereal  com** 

Elaints  either  in  fubftance  or  in  a  decoflion ;  but 
ow  far  their  operation  fucceeds  without  the  pre¬ 
vious  ufe  of  mercury,  is  not  yet  afeertained. 

In  South  America,  and  in  the  Weft  Indies,  a 
decoftion  of  the  woods  of  guaiac,  faflafras,  &ca 
is  praifed  as  a  remedy,  with  which  alone  the 
moft  confirmed  lues  may  be  eafily  cured.  It 
may  be  that  they  remove  venereal  complaints 
between  the  tropics,  and  in  the  warmer  climates 
of  our  globe ;  but  in  Europe  I  have  feen  them 
fometimes  prove  hurtful,  producing  profufe 
fweats,  haemoptyfis,  confumptions,  &c.  in  delicate 
and  thin  habits,  and  I  never  faw  any  one  cafe 
where  they  effefted  a  radical  cure. — The  follow¬ 
ing  complicated  prefeription,  we  have  been  told, 
is  made  ufe  of  with  great  fuccefs  in  Brazil 
and  Portugal,  and  in  other  countries,  under  the 

name 
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aame  of  the  DecoElum  Lujitanicum ,  or  Lifbon 
diet-drink.  R.  Rad  Sarfaparilhz,  Santali  aibi  & 
rubri,  of  each  three  ounces ;  Glycirrhizce,  Meze* 
rei9  of  each  half  an  ounce ;  ligm  Rhodii,  Guajaci, 
Sajfafras ,  of  each  one  ounce  ;  Crude  Antimony 
five  ounces  :  ten  pounds  of  boiling  water  is  to  be 
poured*  upon  thefe,  and  remain  for  twenty-four 
hours,  then  to  be  boiled  to  five  pounds.  Of 
this,  drained  off,  the  patient  ought  to  take  from, 
three  pints  to  two  quarts  a-day.  But  how  fat 
all  thefe  medicines,  as  I  have  faid  before,  aft 
without  mercury,  is  yet  very  uncertain.  The  dif- 
eafe  is  certainly  eafier  cured  in  warm  climates, 
when  well  treated,  than  in  cold  ones.  As  to  the 
remedies  which  we  every  day  fee  recommended 
i>y  quacks,  and  pretenders  to  fecrets,  as  not  con- 
lifting  of  mercury,  and  curing  the  venereal  dif» 
cafe  radically,  they  are,  for  the  moll  part,  as  1 
have  mentioned  before,  fome  mercurial  prepa¬ 
ration  difguifed ;  and  I  think  it  fortunate  enough 
for  the  patients  if  they  prove  only  ufelefs  to  them. 
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CHAP.  XVI. 

On  particular  Venereal  Complaints, 

which  require  a  peculiar  Method  of  Cure. 

/ 

L  On  the  Venereal  Opthalmia. 

THERE  are  two  diftinCi  fpecies  of  venereal 
ophthalmia.  The  one  feems  to  be  rather 
of  a  chronic  kind,  comeson  gradually,  and  arifes 
from  a  tainted  mafs.  The  other  is  the  moft 
acute,  violent,  and  dangerous  of  any  ophthalmia 
I  know  of :  it  comes  on  fuddenly,  and  owes  its 
origin,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  obferve,  to 
a  fudden  repulfion  of  a  recent  venereal  gonor¬ 
rhoea  :  fee  Venereal  Gonorrhoea . 

I  have  fe£n  three  inhances  of  this  dreadful 
diforder,  of  which  every  one  proved  fatal  to  the 
light  of  the  fufferer.  In  two  cafes,  both  eyes  were 
affeCted  with  blindnefs  ;  in  the  third,  one  was  af¬ 
fected  immediately,  but  feveral  years  afterwards 
the  fight  of  the  other  was  alfo  loft,  and  as  it  feemed 
without  any  apparent  caufe.  All  old  practitioners 
with  whom  I  have  converfed  about  this  dreadful 
complaint,  and  who  have  obferved  it  feveral 
times  in  their  praCtice,  were  of  opinion  that  it 
originated  from  a  repelled  recent  gonorrhoea,  by 
way  of  metaftafis.  In  thefe  three  cafes  which  I  juft 
mentioned,  the  difeafe  was  certainly  accompanied 
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with  a  fuppreflion  of  the  clap :  but  whether  that 
fuppreffion  was  the  caufe  of  the  ophthalmy,  I  was 
not  able  to  determine  with  certainty ;  and  am  much 
lefs  capable  to  account  for  fuch  a  metaflafis,  tho* 
we  know  that  a  very  great  connexion  fub fills  be¬ 
tween  the  eyes  and  the  parts  of  generation. 

But  whatever  may  be  the  caufe  of  thefe  oph- 
thalmics,  the  faft  is  this :  In  the  three  inftances 
which  came  under  my  obfervation,  the  difeafe 
arofe  in  a  cold  climate  in  winter,  after  the  patients 
affefted  with  a  recent  clap,  were  expofed  to  violent 
cold  in  the  open  air.  None  of  them  had  ever  had 
any  complaint  in  the  eyes  before.  The  difcharge 
from  the  urethra  was  evidently  diminifhed  or 
abolifhed.  In  the  mean  while,  a  difcharge  of 
a  puriform  matter  of  a  yellowilh  green  colour* 
refembling  that  of  a  clap,  took  place  from  the 
eyes,  with  the  moft  excruciating  pains,  which  were 
rendered  unfupportable  on  the  leaft  application  of 
light.  The  fame  matter  which  ran  out  of  the  eyes* 
feemed,  as  far  as  it  was  poffible  to  fee  by  forcing 
up  the  eyelid,  to  be  extra vafated  in  the  whole  an- 
terior  chamber  of  the  eye,  and,  as  it  were,  infil¬ 
trated  between  the  lamellas  of  the  cornea  tranf- 
parens.  All  remedies  which  were  applied  proved 
ineffefiual,  and  perpetual  blindnefs  was  the  con- 
fequence. 

As  cafes  of  this  kind  may  be  inftruflive,  I  {hall 
tranfcribe  one  of  them  from  my  Medical  Journal. 
The  patient,  a  young  man  of  a  (Irong  dark  com¬ 
plexion,  of  twenty-nine  years  of  age,  a  captain  in 
the  army,  was  ordered  on  guard  in  the  month  of 
January,  whilft  he  was  afflifled  with  a  violent 
gonorrhoea.  Unfortunately  the  day  was  exceffi vely 

O  2  cold* 
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cold,  and  he  was  by  duty  much  expofed  to  the 
open  air  all  day  and  the  evening :  in  the  night  he 
found  himfelf  at  once  afflicted  in  both  eyes  with 
the  mod  excruciating  pain,  and  intolerance  of  the 
fmalleft  degree  of  light ;  which  were  accom¬ 
panied  next  day  with  a  difeharge  of  puriform 
matter  from  both  eyes.  Upon  infpeftion,  the 
albuginea  was  inflamed,  and  very  much  fwelled. 
The  phyfician  who  was  called,  applied,  befides 
the  common  remedies,  fuch  as  bleedings,  purga¬ 
tives,  &c.  a  fomentation  of  hemlock.  On  the 
third  day,  upon  a  clofer  examination,  the  cornea 
was  found  entirely  opaque,  and  an  hypopyon 
formed;  no  ulceration  appeared.  The  ufe  of 
hemlock  was  ordered  to  be  continued.  Some 
days  after,  the  inflammation  and  running  abated  ; 
but  the  cornea  remained  opaque,  feemed  to  be  very 
much  thickened,  and  the  patient  remained  per¬ 
fectly  blind.  In  this  patient,  I  clearly  faw  the 
arteries  of  the  cornea  tranfparens,  coming  from 
the  albuginea,  inflamed,  and  fo  filled  with  red 
blood,  as  if  injefted  like  an  anatomical  prepara¬ 
tion,  even  fo  far  back  as  in  the  fifth  week  of  the 
diforder. 

In  none  of  thefe  three  cafes  were  remedies 
applied  by  the  praftitioners  to  reflore  the  running 
of  the  clap,  nor  was  there,  an  incifion  made  into 
the  cornea  to  difeharge  the  extravafated  matter: 
The  only  two  remedies  from  which  I  would  ex- 
pe£l  any  efficacious  relief  in  fuch  an  ophthalmy* 
befides  the  general  and  topical  evacuations  by 
purgatives,  leeches,  blifters,  &c.  with  the  inter¬ 
nal  and  external  ufe  of  mercury. 

I  was  once  inclined  to  believe,  that  this  kind 

of 
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of  ophthalmia  does  perhaps  arife  from  unclean- 
linefs,  when  the  patient  affe6led  with  a  clap,  or 
fhancres  in  the  genitals,  touches  thofe  parts,  and 
afterwards,  without  wafhing  the  hands  imme¬ 
diately,  touches  his  eyes.  I  have  certainly  feen 
ophthalmies,  and  venereal  ulcers  of  the  eye-lids, 
noftrils,  lips,  more  than  once  arifing  from  fuch 
careleffnefs :  but  in  thefe  cafes  I  have  never  ob- 
ferved  an  inflammation  but  in  one  eye,  and  it 
never  was  fo  violent  as  the  kind  juft  mentioned ; 
but  rather,  like  the  ophthalmies  arifing  from  a 
tainted  mafs,  gave  way  to  the  topical  applica¬ 
tion  of  the  blue  ointment,  which,  together  with 
the  internal  ufe  of  mercury,  is  indeed  the  fove- 
reign  remedy  in  fome  ophthalmies. 

The  chronic  venereal  ophthalmies  arifing  from 
a  tainted  mafs,  prove  in  many  cafes  extremely 
obftinate  for  weeks  and  months.  They  require  a 
regular  mercurial  courfe,  efpecially  with  fubli- 
mate  if  the  patient  can  bear  it ;  repeated  purgings ; 
and  in  fome  cafes,  efpecially  if  the  eye-lid  be  the 
affefled  part,  the  external  ufe  of  tne  mercurial 
ointment,  or  what  is,  according  to  the  obferva- 
tions  of  Dr  Cullen,  more  preferable,  the  citrine 
ointment  rubbed  down  with  double  the  quantity 
of  hog’s  lard,  in  order  to  render  it  lefs  acrid. 
Laudanum  dropped  into  the  affe&ed  eye  gives 
fometimes  the  moft  evident  relief.  Bathing  the 
eye  with  a  weak  folution  of  fublimate  four  or  fi# 
times  a- day  is  likewife  ferviceable. 


■II.  On  Venereal  Deafness. 


I  nAV*  feen  feveral  inftances  where  deafnefe 
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and  violent  pain  of  the  ear  were  brought  on  by 
venereal  ulcers  affefting  the  orifice  of  the  Eufta- 
chian  tube  in  the  fauces.  But  I  have  met  with 
one  inftance,  were  a  perfeft  deafnefs  was  the 
eonfequence  of  a  violent  gonorrhcea  being  (lop¬ 
ped  by  the  internal  ufe  of  turpentine.  The 
patient  faid  he  had  had  no  (hancres,  nor  ever 
any  other  venereal  complaint  before. 


III.  On  Venereal  Sore  Throat. 

Venereal  fore  throats,  as  well  as  venereal 
ulcers  of  the  mouth  and  fauces,  (hould,  as  I 
mentioned  above,  be  carefully  diftinguiftied  from 
fcorbutic  ones,  or  from  thofe  originating  from 
faliva  rendered  acrid  by  mercury ;  and  more  efpe- 
cially  from  thofe  which,  though  really  venereal 
in  their  origin,  have  now  changed  their  na¬ 
ture,  and  acquired  quite  a  different  chara&er; 
as  we,  by  continuing  the  ufe  of  mercury,  may  ma¬ 
terially,  and  perhaps  irrecoverably,  hurt  the  pa¬ 
tient.  Judgment,  derived  from  praftice,  will  be 
the  only  fure  guide  in  that  cafe.  Deep  ulcers  co¬ 
vered  with  a  white  lardaceous  cruft,  and  confined 
by  a  hard  elevated  border,  with  a  ftrong  rednefs 
round  about  them,  will,  I  think,  feldom  miflead  if 
they  are  treated  as  venereal.  Venereal  ulcers  in 
the  throat  are  fometimes  feated  fo  low  down,  and 
Cdcwards,  that  we  do  not  eafily  difcover  them  at 
^rft  fight,  and  thence  we  may  fometimes  be  led  to 
miftake  the  nature  of  the  diforder.  An  account 
of  the  following  cafes  may  perhaps  be.  ufeful  to 
f#me  young  pra6iitioners. 
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A  gentleman  of  a  ftrong,  plethoric  confutation, 
fifty-rive  years  of  age,  was  affe&ed  with  a  fore 
throat  and  fever.  The  phyfician,  after  examining 
his  throat  and  pulfe,  ordered  bleeding,  with  an 
antiphlogiftic  gargle  and  purge  ;  when  the  difeafe 
not  abating,  eight  days  after,  another  praftitioner 
was  called,  who  repeated  bleeding,  purging,  and 
ordered  a  different  gargle,  from  tne  ufe  of  which 
the  patient  found  himfelf  better.  At  the  expiration 
of  feven  weeks,  when  he  felt,  as  he  expreffed  him¬ 
felf,  the  difeafe  was  not  quite  gone,  I  was  con¬ 
futed.  After  the  former  prefcriptions  were  fhown 
to  me,  I  examined  his  throat ;  and  though  I  could 
not  difcover  any  ulcer,  told  him  I  fufpe&ed  a  ve¬ 
nereal  caufe  ;  which  he  hardly  would  agree  to,  re¬ 
lating  tome  that  he  had  no  venereal  complaint  thefe 
many  years  paft,  and  that  fince  that  time  he  had 
enjoyed  the  moll  perfefl  ftate  of  health.  I  defired 
to  examine  his  throat  once  more ;  which  he  rea¬ 
dily  complied  with,  though  he  was  one  of  thofe 
perfons  who  with  the  greateil  difficulty  can  let 
their  throat  be  examined :  with  a  wax  candle  in 
one  hand,  and  depreffing  the  root  of  the  tongue 
by  means  of  a  large  fpatula  as  much  as  poffible 
with  the  other,  I  difcovered  very  low  down  on 
the  right  fide,  a  deep  but  fmall  venereal  ulcer, 
which  had  efcaped  my  fight  at  firft,  and  would 
now  have  done  fo  if  I  had  not  examined  the  throat 
with  fuch  peculiar  care.  Upon  my  telling  him 
the  evident  caufe  of  his  diforder,  my  advice 
was  complied  with;  and  after  the  internal  ufe  of 
mercury  for  eight  days,  his  fore  throat  was  per- 
feflly  gone,  and  by  continuing  it  a  month  longer 
a  radical  cure  obtained. 

The  other  patient  was  a  lady  of  rank*  She  had 
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firft  felt  a  flight  difficulty  in  fwallowing  within  St. 
few  days,  which  being  rrofty  fhe  afcribed  it  to  a: 
cold.  I  immediately,  upon  infpe&ion,  difcovered 
the  caufe  of  the  aiforder ;  and?  as  women  have 
always  a  right  to  the  greateft  delicacy  andfecrecy 
of  a  phyfician,  without  afking  her  any  queftions* 
I  ordered  her  to  keep  her  throat  warm,  and  pro- 
mifed  to  fend  her  fome  medicine  which  would 
relieve  her  in  a  few  days ;  and  it  was  afterwards, 
under  another  form  and  pretence,  ordered  to  be 
continued  for  a  few  Weeks  longer,  till  I  thought 
her  perfectly  fafe. 

Laftfummer,  I  was  confulted  at  Paris,  by  a  young 
gentleman  of  about  28  years  of  age,  about  afore 
throat  for  which  he  had  taken  advice  and  medi¬ 
cines  already,  for  the  fpaee  of  three  weeks,  with¬ 
out  any  relief.  I  told  him,  that,  from  the  very 
aippearance  of  his  face  and  eyes,  I  fufpefted  quite 
a  different  caufe  of  his  diforder  than  he  and  his 
attendants  had  hitherto  imagined ;  which  indeed 
was  molt  evidently  confirmed  by  a  large  venereal 
ulcer,  which  upon  infpeflion  I  found  feated  very 
low  down  behind  the  velum.  He  then  gave  me  the 
following  account.  That  he  had  been  affefted 
with  a  violent  gonorrhcea  two  years  ago  when  he 
was  at  Venice,  which  for  a  particular  reafon  he  had 
wifhed  to  be  removed  or  ffoppedas  foon  as  poffible; 
that,  for  this  purpofe,  he  was  recommended  by  a 
friend  of  his,  to  a  furgeon  who  was  hi  poffeffion 
of  an  injeftion  which  had  that  infallible  effeft. 
That  this  furgeon  complied  with  his  defire,  tho* 
wkh  reluctance ;  and  foretold  him,  that  fome  time 
after  being  cured  thus  haftiiy  by  his  injeftion, 
the  venereal  difeafe  would  break  out  in  fome 

other 
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•ther  part  of  the  body  ;  affuring  him  that  he  had 
feen  the  fame  effeft  from  the  fame  remedy,  hap¬ 
pen  in  feverai  other  patients  who  applied  to  hirm 
in  the  fame  manner  he  did.  That  he  neglected  this 
caution ;  that  the  running  was  perfectly  flopped  in 
48  hours ;  and  that  he  had  never  thought  more 
about  it,  having  been  perfeclly  free  from  vene¬ 
real  as  well  as  any  other  diforder  ever  fince. 
This  cafe  was  to  me  a  very  inftruflive  one. 
Firft,  it  fhows  how  long  the  venereal  poifon  lies 
fometimes  concealed  in  the  mafs,  without  pro¬ 
ducing  any  fenfible  effects:  And  fecondly,  it 
evidently  confirms  what  I  have  aflerted  above, 
that  the  poifon  of  the  gonorrhoea  is  the  very 
fame  with  that  of  the  fyphilis ;  and  that,  if  abfor- 
bed  into  the  mafs,  it  produces  therefore  the 
fame  effefts.  But  laftly,  it  aifo  {hows,  which 
I  could  not  have  expefled  &  priori,  that  a  recent 
venereal  gonorrhoea  may  fometimes  be  flopped 
or  repelled,  without  producing  fwelled  tefticies, 
ifchury,  ftri&ures,  or  other  immediate  efxe&s  in 
the  mafs. 

Venereal  ulcers  of  the  throat  require  fometimes 
befides  a  courfe  of  mercury,  likewife  topical  ap¬ 
plications  ;  fuch  as  an  injection  or  gargle  made  of  a 
folution  of  fublimate,  mixed  according  to  circum- 
.fiances  with  the  tin£iure  of  maftich,  &c. — But 
if  the  ulcers  are  owing  to  the  acrimony  of  the  la- 
liva,  they  ought  to  be  kept  conftantly  clean,  and 
mercury  Ihould  be  difcontinued.  If  they  owe 
their  origin  neither  to  the  one  nor  to  the  other  of 
the  caufesjult  mentioned,  but  are  of  that  peculiar 
nature  defcribed  above  under  the  head  of  Venereal 
Ulcers ,  they  require,  inftead  of  mercury,  the  ufe 
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of  powerful  tonic  medicines  externally  as  Well  in¬ 
ternally. 

IV.  On  Venereal  Complaints  of  the  Skin. 

Cutaneous  diforders  of  a  venereal  nature, 
fuch  as  venereal  tetters,  venereal  fcald-head,  ve¬ 
nereal  leprofy,  &c.  are  often  very  obftinate.  It  is 
in  thefe  complaints  properly,  where  the  folution 
of  fublimate,  given  internally,  proves  often  ex¬ 
cellent  ;  and  I  think  I  have  obferved,  that  it  often 
effeflually  removes  the  difeafe  of  the  fkin,  with¬ 
out  removing  radically  the  lues;  This  at  leaft  I 
affert  with  regard  to  colder  climates ;  as  to  war¬ 
mer  climates,  I  know  certainly  many  patients 
who  have  been  radically  cured  of  the  fyphilis  by 
the  fublimate  alone. 

Befides  the  internal  ufe  of  the  fublimate,  warm 
baths  made  with  a  decofiion  of  bran,  in  every 
gallon  of  which  half  a  drachm  of  fublimate  is  to 
be  diffolved,  gently  rubbing  at  the  fame  time 
the  affeQed  part,  have  fometimes  proved  to  me 
very  ufeful.  For  more  confirmed  venereal  com¬ 
plaints  of  the  fkin,  the  topical  application  of  a 
folution  of  fublimate,  the  citrine  ointment  fome¬ 
times  alone  and  fometimes  with  the  addition  of  the 
faturnine,  have Succeeded  with  me  in  a  herpes,  ti¬ 
nea,  &c.  wher-etall  other  remedies  proved  ineffec¬ 
tual.  The  decoftum  Lufitanicum,  the  deco&ion 
of  the  ftipites  dulcamarse,  of  the  mezereum  root 
and  efpecially  that  of  the  lobelia  fyphilitica, 
deferve,  for  thefe  as  well  as  other  obftinate 
and  inveterate  venereal  complaints,  in  my  opi¬ 
nion. 
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nion,  a  much  greater  attention  than  is  ufually 
paid  to  them.  I  have  feen  a  mod  obftinate 
and  inveterate  difeafe  of  the  (kin  of  a  venereal 
nature  cured  by  a  folution  of  turpeth  mineral  in 
fmall  dofes,  where  all  other  remedies  failed. 
Some  phyficians  pretend  to  have  feen  great  fuc- 
cefs  alfo  from  arfenic ;  but  I  never  tried  this  lat* 
ler,  nor  have  I  ever  a  mind  to  try  it. 

V.  On  Venereal  Exgrescences. 

Venereal  excrefcences  on  the  furface  of  the 
(kin,  known  by  the  different  names  condylomata , 
ficus,  marifca,  warts,  tubercles ,  &c.  arife  either 
from  an  original  infe£tion,  in  which  cafe  we  con- 
fider  them  as  a  local  difeafe,  and  prefcribe  local 
remedies ;  or  they  originate  from  a  tainted  mafs, 
which  indeed  is  more  frequently  the  cafe,  and 
then  a  full  mercurial  courfe  will  make  them  dif- 
appear,  fometimes  without  any  external  applica¬ 
tion.  But  frequently  external  remedies  are  like- 
wife  requilite.  Cauftics  have  been  recommended 
for  that  purpofe  :  but  I  never  faw  them  produce 
any  falutary  effefts ;  on  the  contrary,  often  very  bad 
ones.  Excifion  has  been  likewife  recommended, 
and  is  fometimes  neceflarv ;  but  I  have  feen  fe~ 
veral  inftances  when,  after  thefe  excrefcences  had 
been  cut  out  repeatedly,  even  after  a  full  courfe 
of  mercurials,  they  grew  again  and  again,  fome¬ 
times  to  a  larger  fize  than  they  were  at  firft.  To 
prevent  this  regeneration,  fe veral  remedies  have 
been  propofed,  of  which,  in  all  obftinate  cafes 

that 

'  4T 


220  ON  VENEREAL  EXCRESCENCES* 


that  have  come  under  my  obfervation,  I  have 
obferved  but  two  or  three  which  were  admini- 
ftered  with  fuccefs,  after  the  mafs  had  been  pre- 
vioufly  perfeflly  purified.  The  one  confifts  in 
mercurial  fumigations;  the  other  in  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  the  powder  of  the  juniperus  fabina ,  L. 
either  by  itfelf  in  the  form  of  a  powder,  or  mixed 
with  red  precipitate  in  the  form  of  an  ointment. 
A  liquor  has  been  lately  propofed  by  my  friend 
Mr  PJenck,  which  confifts  of  fpirits  of  wine  and 
vinegar  each  an  ounce  and  a  half,  corrofive  fub- 
limate  one  drachm,  alum,  camphire,  and  cerufla, 
each  half  a  drachm,  under  tne  name  of  Aqua 
zauflica  pro  condyiomatibus ,  and  from  which,  ap¬ 
plied  twice  a-day  with  a  hair-pencil,  he  affirms 
to  have  feen  the  belt  effeft.  I  have  tried  it  fe- 
veral  times,  and  found  it  anfwer  extremely  well. 
In  cafes  where  a  great  number  of  fmall  warts  had 
fprung  up  about  the  genitals,  the  folution  of  fub- 
limate  in  fimple  water  or  lime-water  I  have  ob¬ 
ferved  fometimes  to  fucceed  perfectly  well.  If 
warts  have  a  fmall  bafis,  and  are  but  few  in  num¬ 
ber,  the  beft  remedy  is  a  ligature  made  tighter 
every  day.  I  have  feen  a  man  with  feveral  hun¬ 
dred  little  warts  upon  that  part  of  the  chin  where 
the  beard  grows,  and  underftood  his  difeafe  to  be 
•wing  to  an  ill-treated  venereal  complaint. 
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VI.  On  Venereal  Weakness,  or  Impo- 

TENCY. 

This  complaint,  though  not  dangerous,  is 
very  alarming,  and  renders  the  mind  of  the  pa¬ 
tient  extremely  uneafy.  I  have  repeatedly  ob- 
ferved  it ;  but  in  a  particular  manner  in  one  pa¬ 
tient,  who  feveral  months  before  he  had  been  af- 
fefted  with  a  violent  clap  ;  of  wThich  at  laff  he  was 
cured,  after  having  undergone  a  tedious  and  very 
improper  treatment.  The  only  remaining  fymp- 
tom  was  now  a  total  inability  and  want  of  defire 
of  venery,  which  rendered  him  extremely  low- 
fpirited.  On  confulting  me,  I  judged  the  com¬ 
plaint  to  proceed  from  the  venereal  poifon  lurk¬ 
ing  in  the  body,  and  prefcribed  him  a  mercurial 
courfe,  and  afterwards  fome  tonic  medicines, 
with  two  tea-fpoonfuls  of  Hoffman’s  anodyne 
liquor  morning  and  evening.  He  was  likewife 
ordered  to  warn  the  fcrotum  and  fpermatic  cord 
twice  a-day,  with  a  table-fpoonful  of  the  fame 
liquor  mixed  with  fome  water :  in  three  weeks 
time  he  had  fufficient  reafon  to  be  as  high-fpirited 
as  ever. 

VII.  On  Venereal  Pains,  Spasms,  Sec. 

Fixed  or  wandering  pains  ariling  in  different 
parts  of  the  body,  are  generally  afcribed,  by  all 
patients  who  were  formerly  affected  with  the  lues, 
to  the  remains  of  the  venereal  poifon  in  the  mafs. 

This 
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This  is  indeed  fometimes  the  cafe ;  but  it  ought 
to  be  obferved,  that  thofe  pains,  fo  generally  a- 
fcribed  to  the  venereal  poifon,  are  very  often 
owing  to  very  different  caufes,  which,  if  not  pro* 
perly  didinguifhed,  we  fhall  find  ourfelves  fre¬ 
quently  difappointed  in  the  effefts  of  the  reme¬ 
dies  prefcribed. 

Pains  fimilar  to  venereal  ones  are  often  the 
effefts  of  the  improper  ufe  of  mercury.  Thefe 
cafes  ought  to  be  carefully  diflinguifhed  in  prac¬ 
tice  ;  becaufe,  if  the  venereal  difeafe  has  not  been 
radically  cured,  and  the  pains  arife  from  a  half- 
cured  lues,  the  ufe  of  mercury  will  be  neceffary 
to  complete  the  cure  (though  the  patients  will 
often  be  of  a  contrary  opinion,  confidering  the 
length  of  time,  and  quantity  of  mercury  they 
have  already  taken) ;  whereas,  if  the  venereal 
virus  has  been  radically  cured,  the  ufe  of  mercury 
will  prove  evidently  hurtful.  I  know  patients 
who,  having  made  ufe  of  mercury  repeatedly  in 
their  younger  days  for  feveral  venereal  complaints, 
find  themfelves  now,  whenever  they  take  the 
lead  quantity  of  mercury,  condantly  affe&ed  with 
the  mod  violent  rheumatic  pains  in  different  parts 
of  the  body.  Authors  who  have  mentioned  this 
latter  difeafe  generally  afcribe  it  to  the  mercury 
lodged  in  the  bones  ;  nay,  there  are  even  examples 
recorded  in  medical  hidory,  where  mercury  had 
been  found,  after  the  death  of  fuch  patients, 
colleSed  in  globules  in  different  parts  of  the 
body,  especially  in  the  bones  and  their  cavities. 
Whatever  credit  may  be  given  or  denied  to  thofe 
affertions,  it  is  certain  that  we  may  generally. 
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and  fometimes  pretty  eafily,  cure  thofe  patients 
by  a  proper  regimen,  warm  baths  with  friftions, 
and  by  administering  to  them  at  the  fame  time, 
internally  large  dofes  of  proper  tonic  medicines 
either  alone  or  united  with  antimonials.  But  if 
thofe  pains,  inftead  of  being  of  the  chronic  kind, 
arife  from  a  fudden  check  of  perfpiration  during 
a  mercurial  courfe,  the  ufe  of  tonic  medicines 
would  be  improper ;  in  feveral  defperatc  cafes  of 
this  kind,  where  the  body  feemed  as  if  it  was 
affe&ed  with  a  general  fpafrn  or  tetanus,  I  have 
found,  befides  the  warm  bath,  efpecially  the  va¬ 
pour-bath,  the  fulphur  of  antimony,  united  with 
the  infpiffated  juice  of  the  comum  maculatum ,  L. 
known  under  the  name  of  extraft  of  hemlock,  a 
moil  efficacious  remedy,  given  to  the  quantity  of 
fifteen  grains  of  each  a-day.— Dover’s  powder, 
with  a  proper  regimen,  proves  fometimes  in  this 
cafe,  as  well  as  in  rheumatifm,  a  very  ferviceable 
medicine. 


[  VIII.  On  Venereal  Complaints  of  the  Bones. 

The  bones  are  feldom  affecled  by  the  venereal 
poifon,  but  in  a  confirmed  or  negletled  lues.  I 
have  feen,  however,  one  inftance  where  the  pa¬ 
tient  being  affefied  with  a  ffiancre  of  the.  glans 
was  attacked  the  fifth  day  after  with  a  confiderable 
fwelling  in  the  lower  part  of  the  ulna. — In  thefe 
cafes,  the  longer  the  difeafe  is  neglefted*  the  more 
difficult  and  tedious  is  the  cure ;  and  of  all  others 
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the  caries,  or  ulceration  of  the  external  furface, 
and  corruption  of  the  internal  cavity,  are  the 
mod  difagreeable  and  tedious. 

In  all  cafes  of  ulcerated  bones  we  ought  to  re¬ 
member,  that  they  cannot  be  cured  until  the 
poifon  is  totally  eradicated  from  the  mafs.  To¬ 
pical  applications  feem  to  have  very  little  effeft : 
though  the  effential  oil  of  faffafras  has  been  re¬ 
commended  by  fome ;  and  Plenck  recommends 
a  lotion  compounded  of  effentia  maftichina,  cor- 
rofive  fublimate,  and  honey  of  rofes.  Befides 
this,  he  dire£ls  the  internal  ufe  of  the  Peruvian 
bark,  and  mercury  mixed  with  afafcetida,  toge¬ 
ther  with  a  deco&ion  of  farfaparilla,  united  with 
mezereum  and  cicuta :  by  thefe,  he  fays,  that  he 
cured  feveral  perfons  of  the  diforders  juft  men- 
tioned. 

Venereal  exoftofes,  and  efpecially  thofe  in  the 
middle  of  the  tibia,  fternum,  and  tophufes  in  the 
bones  of  the  head,  will  fometimes,  efpecially 
at  night,  give  the  moll  excruciating  pain*  In 
thefe  cafes,  I  have  obferved  no  good  effeft  from 
any  topical  application  whatever.  Here  large 
and  continued  dofes  of  opium,  along  with  fome 
of  the  faline  mercurial  preparations,  are  fome¬ 
times  attended  with  the  mod  falutary  confe- 
quences;  but  what  has  been  lately  afferted  of 
curing  thefe,  and  other  obftinate  venereal  com¬ 
plaints,  by  the  ufe  of  opium  alone,  I  leave  to 
the  more  credulous  to  believe. 

Of  the  extraordinary  fragility  of  the  bones 
mentioned  by  fome  writers  as  proceeding  from  a 

venereal 
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venereal  caufe,  I  have  never  feen  any  inftance ; 
though  it  may  not  be  improper  to  mention  one 
cafe  which,  I  think,  maybe  referred  to  this  head : 
A  man  broke  his  tibia  by  a  fall ;  but  after  the 
beft  treatment  of  the  fra&ure,  and  being  for 
twelve  weeks  confined,  upon  examination  no 
callus  was  formed,  and  the  broken  bone  remained 
nearly  as  loofe  as  at  firft.  After  a  clofe  inquiry 
and  confultation,  the  venereal  poifon  was  fuf- 
pefted,  and  a  courfe  of  mercury  preferibed; 
which  fucceeded  fo  well,  that  in  a  few  months 
after  the  patient  was  perfe&ly  cured. 
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CHAP.  XVII. 

On  Venereal  Complaints  difguifed,  fuck 


SOME  perfons  who  have  been  formerly  affe&ed 
with  venereal  complaints,  of  which  they  have 
been  apparently  cured  feveral  months,  nay  fome- 
times  feveral  years,  afterwards  grow  emaciated, 
begin  to  cough,  and  are  affeCted  with  heCiic 
fever,  and  other  fymptoms  which  accompany  a 
confumption  of  the  lungs,  or  a  phthyns  pul- 
snonalis.  Thefe  complaints  are  generally  af- 
€ribed  to  fome  other  caufes,  and  medicines  or¬ 
dered  for  the  mod  part  without  any  fuccefs. 
Sometimes  the  diforder  is  alfo  afcribed  to  the  to & 
previous  ufe  of  mercury  in  too  large  quantities. 
But  I  have  feen  feveral  inftances  where  a  heCtic 
fever  with  cough,  and  fometimes  even  with  a  pu- 
xiform  expectoration,  far  from  owing  its  origin 
to  an  ulceration  of  the  lungs,  arofe  from  a  latent 
venereal  poifon,  without  any  other  venereal  fyrap- 
tom  in  the  body.  The  fame  has  been  obferved 
by  others.  Mr  Brambilla,  firfl  furgeon  of  the 
prefent  Emperor  of  Germany,  in  his  treatife  on 
the  Phlegmon,  relates  a  cafe,  which  {hows  fuch  a 
ftriking  inftance  of  the  kind,  that  I  {hall  tranfcribe 
it  here.  An  eleCiuary,  he  fays,  was  prefcribed 
for  a  confumptive  man,  who  was  in  a  defperate 
fituation.  By  a  miftake  of  the  apothecary,  the 
eleftuary  was  given  to  a  venereal  patient  to  rub 
himfelf  with,  and  the  mercurial  ointment,  inftead 
mi  the  eleCiuary,  was  fent  to  the  confumptive  pa¬ 
tient 
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tient  to  take  it  internally.  The  confumptive  man, 
knowing  nothing  of  the  miftake,  took  a  quantity 
of  the  ointment,  about  the  bignefs  of  a  nutmeg, 
two  or  three  times  a-day,  and  was  effeftually 
cured  of  his  diforder,  to  the  no  fmall  furprife  of 
his  phyfician,  who  learned  by  chance  from  the 
apothecary  the  miftake  that  had  happened.  This 
miftake  was  certainly  a  very  happy  one  for  the 
patient ;  and,  though  it  might  be  doubted  whe¬ 
ther  the  confumption  proceeded  from  a  venereal 
caufe,  it  proves  however  evidently  that  it  yielded 
perfeftly  to  mercury.  I  had  feveral  patients  of 
this  kind  whom  I  perfeftly  cured  of  their  con¬ 
fumption,  by  adminiftering  to  them  nothing  but 
a  courfe  of  mercury. 

Agues ,  or  intermittent  fevers,  have  alfo  been 
obferved  by  Dr  Wherlof  and  others,  either  to  be 
produced  by  the  venereal  virus,  or  concomitant 
with  the  venereal  difeafe  ;  and  mercury,  combi¬ 
ned  with  the  bark,  has  been  found  ufeful  in  thofe 
cafes.  Perhaps  fome  of  the  fevers  cured  by  Dr 
Lyfon,  with  calomel,  have  been  of  that  kind* 
Flying  rheumatic  pains ,  violent  head-ach$>  and 
pain  in  the  hip ,  fometimes  originate  from  this 
fource.  The  warm  bath,  with  fome  fajine  pre- 

S*  arations  of  mercury,  with  the  decoftion  of  the 
ipites  dulcamara,  I  have  feen  cure  diforders  of 
•  this  kind,  which  refilled  every  other  medicine* 
Mercury,  with  the  decoftion  of  daphne  meze- 
reum,  or  of  daphne  laureola,  L.  has  alfo  been 
recommended  as  a  very  efficacious  medicine  for 
thofe  complaints. 
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CHAP.  XVIII. 

On  Venereal  Complaints  incurable  by 

Mercury. 


IHave  already  fpoken  fo  fully  concerning  the 
nature  and  cure  of  thefe  complaints  under  the 
different  heads  of  Venereal  Ulcers ,  Exulcer ated  Bu~ 
does,  Venereal  Sore  Throat,  Difeafes  of  the  Skin , 
Venereal  Pains,  & c.  that  very  little  remains  to  be 
added  here. 

I  mufl  only  obferve,  that  I  have  found  mofi, 
if  not  all,  of  thefe  complaints  admit  of  great  re¬ 
lief,  or  even  of  a  radical  cure ;  and  that  the  great 

{joint  for  accomplifhing  this  defirable  end,  lies 
efs  in  thefe  complaints  themfelves,  than  in  an 
exaft  knowledge  of  their  nature.  This  certainly  is 
fometimes  a  much  nicer  point  of  praftical  know¬ 
ledge  than  is  generally  imagined.  The  great  ob¬ 
ject  is,  to  diuinguifh  exa£tly  whether  thofe  ul¬ 
cers,  caries,  cutaneous  eruptions,  or  pains,  &c. 
owe  their  origin  to  a  latent  venereal  poifon,  or 
whether  they  are  the  effefts  of  mercury ;  or,  what 
is  perhaps  of  the  greateft  confequence,  whether 
from  having  been  originally  owing  to  the  vene¬ 
real  virus,  they  now,  by  time  or  other  circum- 
ftances  with  which  we  are  not  yet  fufficiently  ac¬ 
quainted,  have  changed  their  nature.  In  which 
cafe,  inftead  of  yielding  to  the  power  of  mercury, 
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they  feem  to  be  not  only  in  every  degree  exacer¬ 
bated  by  that  remedy;  but  likewife,  if  its  ufe 
be  imprudently  infilled  on,  will  at  laft  prove  fa¬ 
tal  to  the  patient.  In  proof  of  this,  I  have  ad¬ 
duced,  under  the  above-mentioned  heads,  feveral 
ftriking,  and,  as  I  think,  convincing  inftances. 
And  thofe  of  my  readers  who  are  particularly  in- 
terefted  in  this  fubjeft  may  find  a  good  many 
more  in  Mr  Fabres  Supplement  to  his  Treatife 
on  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  printed  at  Paris.  I  now 
proceed  to  the  confideration  of  thofe  medicines 
which  I  have  hitherto  found  moll  efficacious  in 
removing  thefe  dreadful  and  obftinate  complaints. 

To  diftinguifh  complaints  arifing  from  mer¬ 
cury,  great  judgment  is  often  required.  I  have 
feen  patients  who  complained  of  rheumatic  pains, 
pains  of  the  bones,  headachs,  fpafms  in  different 
parts,  and  trembling  of  the  extremities,  &c.  ow¬ 
ing,  as  they  thought,  to  the  enormous  quantity  of 
mercury  they  had  taken ;  whom,  however,  I  have 
cured,  after  a  careful  inquiry,  by  giving  them 
more  mercury;  becaufe  I  was  convinced  that 
their  prefent  complaints  originated  from  the  im¬ 
proper  adminiftration  of  mercury,  either  in  qua¬ 
lity  or  quantity,  or  in  the  method  of  the  admi- 
nillration  itfelf,  where  it  was  evacuated  from  the 
body  by  ftool,  falivation,  or  immoderate  fweats, 
as  faff  as  it  was  adminiftered;  and  thereby, 
though  taken  for  a  great  length  of  time,  and  in  a 
large  quantity,  could  never  exert  its  proper  ef- 
fe6t  upon  the  poifon  lodged  in  the  body.  As 
foon,  therefore,  as  we  are  affured  that  the  difeafe 
is  not  owing  to  the  venereal  virus,  or  at  lead  will 
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not  yield  to  mercury,  other  medicines  ought  to  be 
adminiftered.  Inftead  of  following  the  general 
routine  of  pra£tice,  to  give  new  mercurial  pre¬ 
parations,  after  two  or  more  of  them  have  been 
already  tried  in  vain,  we  fhould  prefcribe  to  our 
patients,  as  I  have  recommended  before  in  feve- 
ral  places  (befides  a  nourifhing  diet,  country  air, 
&c.)  tonics  or  firengthening  medicines.  Under 
this  clafs  I  principally  reckon  antimonials,  and, 
more  efpecially  in  the  cafes  alluded  to,  chalybeates. 
But,  when  fpeaking  of  the  ufe  of  thofe  medicines, 
I  would  not  be  unaerflood  to  prefcribe  them  only 
in  the  quantity  of  a  few  grains  a-day,  but  in  much 
larger  dofes  than  they  are  ufually  given.  The  pre¬ 
parations  I  generally  make  ufe  of  are  the  crude 
antimony,  or  the  fulphur  of  antimony;  theaethiops 
martialis,  or  the  vinum  chalybeatum,  and  more 
efpecially  a  combination  of  iron  with  vitriolic 
ether.  Of  thefe  I  adminifter  fuch  dofes  as  the 
conftitution  of  the  patient  will  bear,  either  alone, 
or  united,  according  to  circumftances,  with  the 
decoflion  of  farfaparilla,  the  Peruvian  bark,  or  the 
extraft  of  walnuts.  The  fulphur  of  antimony, 
united  with  the  extrafl  of  hemlock,  will  be  fome- 
times  very  ferviceable,  alone  or  with  the  ufe  of 
warm  baths,  and  a  deco&ion  of  farfaparilla  with 
the  mezereum  root.  Sometimes  the  cold  bath, 
and  efpecially  bathing  in  the  fea,  will  greatly 
contribute  to  the  effeft  of  the  above  medicines ; 
and  if  the  difeafe  be  obftinate,  we  fhould  more 
carefully  enquire  into  its  nature,  and  confide? 
well  what  has  been  faid  above,  chapter  xiv. 

From  the  decorum  Lufitanicum  I  have  feen,  in 
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feveral  inftances,  evidently  good  effeCts.  But  of 
all  the  remedies  hitherto  recommended  for  vene¬ 
real  complaints  incurable  by  mercury,  I  have 
feen  none  equal  in  its  effe&s  to  a  decoCtion  made 
wfe  of  by  Dr  Paullini.  With  this  deco&ion,  the 
moft  malignant  and  obftinate  ulcers,  cutaneous 
diforders,  tophus,  caries,  pains  of  the  bones  and 
other  parts  of  the  body,  which  refilled  the  power 
of  all  other  medicines  prefcribed  by  different  phy~ 
ficiansin  different  climates,  have  been  effectually 
cured,  and,  what  is  {till  more  remarkable,  for 
the  moft  part,  in  a  very  fhort  fpace  of  time* 
But  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  this  remedy 
cannot  become  of  general  ufe,  becaufe  nobody 
could  hitherto  ever  prevail  upon  the  DoCior  to 
make  it  public. 
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CHAP.  XIX. 

Observations  on  Jome  dangerous  or  un¬ 
happy  prejudices  generally  prevailing  a~ 
bout  the  Venereal  Disease. 

IT  is  an  opinion  imbibed  by  fome  patients,  that 
the  venereal  poifon,  when  once  abforbed  into 
the  fyftem,  can  by  no  means  be  totally  eradicated ; 
confequently  they  believe,  that  a  perfon  who 
is  once  thoroughly  infefted,  can  never  look  upon 
himfelf  as  radically  cured.  This  opinion,  befides 
its  abfurdity,  renders  thofe  who  entertain  it  very 
unhappy.  I  have  feen  frequent  inftances,  in  the 
female  fex  efpecially,  where  fuch  patients  led  a 
molt  miferable  and  melancholy  life,  notwith- 
{landing  every  thing  the  phylieian  could  fay  to 
the  contrary.  The  leaft  fhadow  of  a  head-ach, 
a  rheumatic  pain,  or  the  fmallelt  pimple  upon  the 
fkin,  were  by  fuch  perfons  accounted  certain 
proofs  of  the  poifon  lurking  in  the  mafs,  and 
about  to  produce  the  moll  direful  effe&s.  Thefe 
patients  are  real  objects  of  compaffion :  we  ought 
to  bellow  fome  time  for  inquiry,  and  pay  the 
moll  careful  attention  towards  them ;  for  indeed 
We  can  hardly  think  of  a  greater  degree  of  mifery 
than  to  be  perpetually  haunted  with  fuch  an 
imagination.  If,  therefore,  after  our  molt  care¬ 
ful  inquiry,  we  find  no  fymptoms  of  a  venereal 
kind  remaining,  we  Ihould  endeavour  to  correft 
their  prejudice,  by  fetting  before  them  the  ex¬ 
ample 
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amples  of  others  of  their  acquaintance,  or,  if  cir- 
cumftances  admit,  of  thofe  of  our  own,  who  have 
been  affefted  as  much  as  themfelves,  or  perhaps 
much  more,  and  who  now,  perhaps,  after  a  great 
number  of  years,  enjoy  the  moft  perfeti  ftate  of 
health,  are  married,  and  have  healthy  and  fine 
children. 

The  fame  attention  we  ought  to  pay  to  thole 
who  imagine,  that  if  n*ercury  is  once  taken  for 
the  cure  of  the  lues,  it  will  not  fo  effe&ually  cure 
it  a  fecond  time.  Thefe  prejudices  are  moft  fre¬ 
quently  found  among  the  women,  though  feme- 
times  alfo  men  of  a  melancholic  eonftitution  will 
be  influenced  by  them :  but  there  is  another 
prejudice  of  which  1  am  now  to  {peak,  which  is 
not  only  abfurd,  but  criminal,  and  deferves  a  moft 
fevere  punifhment  from  the  magiftrate  -wherever 
it  can  be  proved.  It  exifts  only  among  feme 
young  men  of  a  loofe  charafter,  and  diffblute 
and  brutal  manner  of  thinking.  With  thefe 
wretches  it  is  an  ©pinion,  that  the  faeft  method 
to  get  rid  of  a  clap  is  coition  with  one  or 
more  healthy  women  ;  and  in  this  manner  I 
have  feen  venereal  complaints  propagated,  in 
the  courfe  of  a  few  days,  to  ten  or  twelve  healthy 
perfons,  who  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  in  with 
thofe  wretches,  or  with  the  objefis  of  their  bru¬ 
tality  and  cruelty,  The  abfurdity  of  this  notion 
is  evident  to  every  perfon  of  common  fenfe,  who 
has  the  leaft  knowledge  of  the  nature  and  feat  of 
the  dileafe ;  and  where  this  praftice  arifes  merely 
from  prejudice,  the  flighted  information  will  be 
fufficient  to  remove  it.  But  it  is  to  be  feared, 
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that  the  caufe  may  frequently  lie  deeper  in  the 
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arid  that  this  abominable 
i“Om  malignity*  or  from  a  mean 

themfelves  upon 
in  their  imprudence  or 
they  themfelves  had  become  the 
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